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ATIVE NOTE 



June 22, 1969 



Attached sets forth Infonuitlon 
received from highly sensitive New York 
source concerning contact between Stanley 
Levlson and Harry Wacbtel. Levlson was 
advisor to Martin Luther King, Jr« , and 
as late as 1964 Identified as secret CP 
member. Harry Wachtel Is New York 
attorney and advisor to Southern Christij 
lisadership Conference , organimation 
founded by King. 



tiristian 



Discussion between Levlson and 
Wachtel relates to special coverage by 
the FBI including coverage of King. 
Wachtel mentioned he had talked to Clark 
(apparently former Attorney Genenl 
Ramsey Clark) concerning this special <;v^ 
coverage. Teletype Indicates Levlson 
to 'meet with James Wechsler, New York 
newspaper colximnlst. 

Due to nature of source and 
material contained in teletypes 
dissemination being made. 




lA TELETYPE 
ENCIPHIRED 




WA 08 

84 8 PW>/1«MEDIATE 6-21-69 D«W 

TO DIRECTOR (100-106670) (PLAINTEXT) APPP"^^ 

ATT DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION AT-^'""" • ' 



FROM NEW YORK (100-136585) 



5P 




^^^^ 

Mr, Coiinui__ 
Mr, F«lt 

Mr. Gftli 




Mr. Salli^ii:: 
Mr. Tmw^. 
Mi. Trotter. 

MiM Bolmeft 
MiM Oudy. 



O 



MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,-SJ<ue (OO-AT) 



THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS FURNISHED BY 



i 



[CLASSIFY "SECRET-)N 
ON JUNE TWO ONE, SIXTY NINE- * 

ONE JUNE TWENTY FIRST, NINETEEN SIXTY NINE, 
HARPY WACHTEL, NEW YORK ATTORNEY AND SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE ADVISOR, TOLD STANLEY LEVISON 




THAT THE GUESTS AT A PARTY ON JUNE TWENTY, LAST WERE 
TRYING TO GUESS THE IDENTITY OF THE COMMUNIST-MARXIST- 
LENINIST LAWYER WHO HAD BEEN TAPPED. WACHTEL SAID HE 
COULD ONLY ANSWER THAT IT WAS NOT HE. THE GUESTS 
DECIDED THAT IT WAS (WILLIAM) KUNSTLER, NEW YORK ATTORNEY. 
WACHTEL TOLD THEM THAT HE DIDN'T KNOW, BUT THAT . - . 

IT WASN'T CLARENCE JONES,.^^^^^ . Hfi'M /CO ^ 6 C 70 ^ 3^ / ^ 





m 



END PAGE ONE ^f^' 

Esempl frcsn CDS 
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PAGE TWO 

LEVISON TOLD VACHTEL TO TELL HIS <VACHTEL'S) 
CLIENTS WHO THE LAWYER REALLY WAS. LEVISON HAD ALREADY 
TOLD WOE FONER, OFFICER OF L^CAL ONE ONE NINE NIN*^ 
DRUG AND HOSPITAL WORKERS, NYC, -^"^ 

WACHTEL SAID THAT RAMSEY CLARK IS HITTING HARD 
AND THAT KATZENBACH IS SITTING THERE SAYING NOTHING. HE 
SAID THAT THEY HAVE PRETTY WELL ACKNOWLEDGED THEY ARE ALL 
INVOLVED, NOV THAT ROBERT KENNEDY PUSHED IT. VACHTEL SAID 



THE WHOLE THRUST IS NOW THAT KENNEDY DID ^OT PUSH IT. 
LEVISON SAID HE SAW (JANES) WEX LEbT NEWSPAPER 



D JOT PUSH IT. W 
, NEWSPAPER 



COLUMNIST, AND ASKED HIN WHAT KIND OF THING THIS IS. HE SAID 

HE TOLD WEXL S R THAT CIVIL LIBERTIES ISSUES VERE ALL RIGHT FOR 



HIPl TO HAMMER ON, BUT WHAT WAS THIS. LEVISON TOLD VACHTEL 

THAT WYHP WROTE THE ARTICLE WHEN HE WAS DRUNK. LEVISON 

SAID THAT HE HAD TOLD MOE TO TELL W&KbfiA TO LAY OFF THE SUBJECT. 

WACHTEL SAID HE INTENDED TO CALL ON THE BASIS OF 

THE t4lAni HErISlD THING AND POINT OUT THAT IT WAS DON 

FROM NINETEEN SI)(TY ONE ON. 
I 

^ND PAGE TVO 
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PAGE THREE 

WACHTEL SAID HE WAS NOT KEEN ON ACQUIRING TRANSCRIPTS 
OF TAPED CONVERSATIONS, LEVISON THOUGHT IT N^VE TO 
THINK THEY TAPPED THE OFFICE AND NOT THE HOME. HE SAID 
THAT THEY WOULD TAP THE OTHER END TO GET MORE WI1?AGE, 



LEVISON SAID THEY WOULD TAP HIM (LEVISON) AND NOT HIR. 
WACHTEL SAID "I HAVE CERTAIN WAYS OF GETTING SOME 
VERIFICATION AND I HAVE INTENTIONS OF GETTING 

WACHTEL SAID THE TIMES HAD AN EDITORIAL ON BUGGING 
IN CHICAGO. HE SAID THAT WHAT THE FBI IS DOING STANDS 
ON ITS OWN AS WRONG. 

LEVISON SAID THAT IN GENERAL WHAT IS NEEDED IS TO 
GET HOOVER TO BRING THE TAPES OUT, BUT THAT CORETTA 
(KING) DOES NOT WANT TO GO FURTHER. 

LEVISON SAID HE KNOWS THIS GUY ARRINGTON (PHONETIC) 
THAT HE IS SOME SORT OF A PROCURER. WACHTEL THEN SAID 
THAT HE WOULD NOT TELL LEVISON ANYTHING, BECAUSE THE 



IT IF I CAN- 'I r\ 



LATTER' S LINES .MAY STILL BE TAPPED, 

LEVISON SAID THAT W E«h» IS A ^CHNUK FOR RAKING 



IT ALL PUBLIC. HE AGREED THAT CLARK IS A GOOD GUY 
FOR WHAT HE IS SAYING. 
END PAGE THREE 



PAGE FOUR 

WACHTEL SAID HE TALKED TO CLARK A LONG TIME ABOUT 
WHAT WAS IN THE TAPES, AND THAT HIS FUNDAMENTAL NOTION 

WAS THAT IT WAS NOT REALLY VERY CONCRETE. WACHTEL 

SAID IT DEPENDS ON WHO IS SITTING UP THERE. HE SAID THAT 

IN CLARK'S TIME, IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE TO HAVE 

A VIEWING (OF THE TRANSCRIPTS) UP TO THE POINT OF 



MAKING THE DECISION OF WHETHER OR NOT TO SHOW THEM 
t 

(PUBICALLY). 
/I 

ON JUNE TWENTY ONE, SIXTY NINE, MOE FONER TOLD 
STANLEY LEVISON ABOUT THE MIAMI HER^D ARTICLE WHICH 
STATED THAT THEY HAVE PICTURES OF KING IN BED, ETC. 
LEVISON SAID THAT THERE ISWT ANYONE IN PUBLIC LIFE^^J^ 
WHO ISN'T TAPPED. 

LEVISON SAID THAT KING WAS GOING TO SUPPORT 
ROBERT KENNEDY FOR THE PRESIDENCY. HE SAID THAT THIS 
FACT WOULD APPEAR IN THE BOOK. 
END PAGE FOUR 



IS 



PAGE FIVE 

LEVISON TOLD FONER THAT HE AGREED WITH JIM^5Y•S 
( WCXLCn) FUNDAMENTAL PREMISES THAT MAYBE IT IS TIME TO 
GO INTO THIS. FONER SAID THAT THE PROBLEM WITH JIMMY 
IS THAT HE IS ONE OF THE FEW GUYS WHO HAS BEEN WILLING 
TO TAKE ON HOOVER IN THE OPEN. LEVISON SAID HE THINKS 
THAT HE (LEVISON) AND JIMMY SHOULD HAVE LUNCH TOGETHER 



AS HE CLEVISON) HAS SOKE CRITICISM ABOUT THE MATTER. 

NYO HAS NO INFORMATION AS TO WACHTEL'S MEANS 
OF VERIFICATION AS SET OUT ABOVE. 

NO-fettM-TO FOLLOW. 

END 

LRC FBI WASH DC 
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CARL T.'ilOWAN 



DATE: 6-21-69 




HEREIN WUggg^^ 




You will recall that captioned individual has bitterly attacked the Bureau 
relative^tJfwire taps on Martin Luther King, Jr. In recent articles, -Rowan has 
1 attempted to express indignation that King was in any way a national security risk and 
jhas painted King naore or less as an heroic figure. 

In this co^ection it is interesting to note that Rowan in an article 
entitled ^ ^lartiii L ather Kirtg^s Tragic Decision'' (Re ader Is Digest, ^epte ISGTj^) 
presents a different vie'R'point, relative to King. In this article Rowan isT^ritical of 
King for King's decision to oppose American participation in the Vietnam War. Rowan 
I summarizes the accomplishments of JCing in the civil rights field and is commendatory. 
I Rowan said that he first met King in late 1955 and was cognizant of King's leadership 
I in efforts to gain equal justice for Negroes. Why then did King link his civil rights ^ 
t feats with an attack on the Vietnam War? ^ 

^ Rowan, in a section of the article entitled ^The Halo Slips, " says: I 

"But, inexplicably, something began to happen after a while. King seemed to develop 
an exaggerated appraisal of how much he and his crisis techniques were responsible 
for the race -relations progress that had been made. *' Rowan states that Negroes had 
begun to grow uneasy about King. He no longer seemed to be a selfless leader. He 
dramatically had himself arrested and then was out of jail in two days. King rejectedrv 
the advice of his civil rights friends. Some said it was a matter of ego, that he was v ) 
convinced that he was the most influential Negro in the United States. Rowan now ad<^ 

j ''Others revived a more sinister speculation that had been whispered 
around Capitol Hill and in the nation *s newsrooms for more than two years - 
talk of communists influencing the actions and words of the young minister. 
This talk disturbed other civil -rights leaders more than anytliing else. 



•1 report tins not to endorse wiiat King and many oUiers wiU consider a 
'guilt by association' smear, but because of the threat that these allegations 
r^resent to the clvil-ri^ts movement. When King was simply challenging 
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A* Jcnes to Mr. Bishop memo 
Re: CarlT- Rowan 



ijim Crow, murmurings tliat he was associating with, or influenced by,. 

I 'enemies of the United States' had only limited impact • Most Congressmen 
and editors knew that American NegrT)es did not need a communist to 
tell them that they disliked being herded into the rear of buses, the 
balconies of theaters, the back doors of restaurants or a ramshackle 
school across the briar patch. But now that King has become deeply 
involved in a conflict where the United States is in direct combat with 
communists, the murmurings are likely to produce powerfully hostile 
reactions • They cannot help but imperil chances of passage of the civil- 
rights bill that would protect civil -rights workers in the South and make 
housing discrimination illegal, 

. Row^an concludes that it is a tragic irony that King, in his denunciation 

I of the Vietnam War, would raise any doubt about the Negroes^ loyalty to his country. 

Copy of article is attachecL 

RECOMMENDATION: 
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Jjx crt:cl( 5 c/ ct:durui£ sighif^aaice^ in condaucd permanent hookUiforuL 



i ragic AJecision 

fe y ' 

BvCaui- T. Rowan 



I! 



Wh^t has caused him to jeopardize, by his ill-advised 
proiiounccincnts on Vietnam, the movement he has 
so abiy sensed? Another distinguished Negi'O looks at 
'the mail and his motives* 



N A Z7>.ii?^ dear evening bst 
, April 4, ihc Rev. Ma run 

: — ^ Luihcr King stood in New 
' York City*s Rivcrsicc Church and 
delivered ihc nr.os: sczthing dcnwuci- 
; aiion of U.S. involvcmcnc in Vio 
\ nam ever made by so prominent an 
i American. He hilled ihe United 
Slius **ihc ;^rcaicsi purveyor of vio- 
IciKc in ihc world i^>day'* and ac- 
cusird ii i)t "cruel manipulation of 
ihc |X)or." } lc s;ud th;»t ihc j>cop!c of 
Vitinam "waich as wc poison ihcir 
water, as wc kill a million acres of 
their cropi." 
He suicd that U,S. troops "may 



have killed a million Soudh Vict- 
nr.ir.csc civilians — mostly children." 
He said tha; American soldiers "test 
our our latest weapons" op the peas- 
ants of South Vietnam "just as the 
Germans tested out new medicine 
and new tortures in the concentra- 
tion camps of Europe/' He accused 
/president Jolmson of lyini; about 
! jKacc ovcriurcs from Hanoi, and 
j ur^cd Americans 10 become "con- 
i scicniious objectors.** 
J Reaction across the nation and 
I around the world was immediate 
I and explosive. Radios Moscow and 
Peking picked up King's words and 



!.V. i 



ALLil*F0RivAT!0:^nC5;TAr!m 

bin 



rur. KEAOL 

, . slii)i".:ciJ, *?vly Cod, Kin:;; Jus 
! ! givcii a s-Kcch oi^ Viciiu^.r^. •Lh:>t iroc* 

Tii'mJiM: |t i}wr*tiu^ ir.it liny. 1 1 ^viii" 
\ \ v')>ur irjv^ii:;, tln-.!u-J Wiili ;4{ii;n» 

haiuis aiui bcj^an to pUn steps to 
Like ilic :i]:\:;u!y spliaicrtcl move* 
xViCiu for KiTgro coualiiy out from 
r.iiJcr ilic onus of King a broadside* 
Sue:: proniincn: Negroes as Roy 
\V:iki;:s, executive director of the 
Katio::CLl As$cci?.don for the Ad' 
vanccmcn: of Colored People, Ralph 
Bunchc, Kobel Prize-winning 
Uniied Nixtions undcr-secreiary, lind 
Sen. Edu-ard Brooks disagreed pub* 
:ic:y v/i:h Xir.g. TtiC. circjiors of 
Frcedoni House cr-licd ihc pri>:;rain 
;lu:: Kir:;;' advocated *'cc:r.a!;o^ic 
:*nd :rrcipon.5:b!e in ii^ attack, 
cur gcvcrniTiCiu/' The W^shin^ton 

* ?cst, lon^ c suppor:er of King, said, 
"Dr, King his done a gi'-^vc in- 
jury to ths great struggle lo ren:ovc 
ancien: ::buscs from our public life, 

; He has dirniuished his usefulness to 

! k:s cause^ to his country and to his 

; people." 

What son of person is diis man 
who has been awarded a Kobcl 



Ca-w T. Rcwa\\ director cf tic U^. iii- 
for.T^uon A^=r-cy f;^::: rcbmiry 1964 to 
5cp:cn-.b£r 2955, cow wrifts t lyadicsted 
c&:jma £or inorc thas soo ccwspapers i& the 
UiiUcd 5:2 aiuS ^bro&d. He ii lUo a ndio 
acd TV coirjncAUior fc7 the Weidn^hotice 
Z:c^Cciv^^ Co. A& director o£ USIA, he 
wii (he ^r^r Kc^c to aticdd meeddf 1 of the 
* KaiioAil Security Couacil ud of the Preti* 
dcAt's cabiAeL 



:KS DfGfiSr Scpicmhcf 

Pu;Kc Pri:ic ;i»d denounced as a 
knrA'e, all within three years? What 
do Martin Lutiicr King and his re- 
cent actions mean to the nation and 
to the f^cariuw: disputr?. tlut iu*w 
in ill \\w t'ivil Mi*hr. nhi^THif'ni ;' 

^iiA:JijyJ:j;*jaa!^. 'i«> iuiilrr:.t:mt! 
Kiug\ up.itiUc position \i\ Anicricaii 
life, wc nius: go hack to January 15, 
1929, when Michael Luther Kin^, 
Jr., was born in a comfortable 13- 
room house in Atlanta, Ga. His 
father and his maternal grandiather, 
the Rev. A. a Williams, had be- 
come, via Ebcnczcr Bapdst Church, 
two o£ the great preachers of the 
South. 

• By the time "Litcit Mike'* was six 
(when his father changed both their 
names to that of the Ic:dcr of the 
Pro:cs:an: Rcforr.iation), he was 
well aware of the racial struggle 
around h:ra. Grandfather Williams 
had been an early leader of Georgia's 
chap:er of the KAACP. Kis father 
fought for equal salaries for Negro 
teachers and to abolish the Jim 
Crow elevators in the Atlanta court* 
house. And young Marun soon 
knew at firsthand the hurt and 
humiliadon of discrimination. He 
has recalled as one ox his angriest 
hours t bus ride from Macon to At* 
ianta, when a bus driver called him 
and his teacher "black sons of 
bitches** because they were slow in 
surrendering their seats to white 
passengers, 

A bright, sensitive student^ King 
entered Adanta*s Morehouse Col- 
lege at 15, toying with the notion- of 
becoming a lawyer 01 doctor. There 



'^1 



iiAiaix ujTHz:^. KjWG's tj^^icic decision 



he rcKi 'i"horc;iu's **Essr.y on Civil 
Di>cl)i:J:j.:cc/' nnd hcc^.Mc con- 
vince J :h^: he h.icl ir.voivc h i nisei f 
in social protest, and thn: only 

a Icciurc on .\ioh;inJ;is Gandhi 
led hiiV. ;o devour every book and 
nnlcle written about India's grc2C 
Jcr.dcr of non-violent protests 

' The thir.kir.g of . 

Gandhi and Tho- 
rcr.u \vai> s;;!: burn- 
ing; insiCi King 
when I firs: mci 
T-ini, IctXc in 1955* 
He was then in- 
volved in his fir$c 
rr.xc^T tcs: of non- 
v:clencc and civil 
diiobediencc in the 
Deep So'*i:h. On 
December i of diat , 
ycir, z Xc^ro seam- 
stress, Mrs. Ros:. 
P^rks, had boirded • 

a bus in Montgorn- The Rev. Martin 
ery, AU., where King had recently 
become pastor 0: the Dexter Avenue 
Bapzis: Church. When the driver 
orQzrt:d Negroes to szand so that 
whites cou-d sit, 2vlrs. Parks refused 
and was s.r:es:ec. Wi±in hours, Ne- 
^ces had launched a 99-percenc e£^ 
iectivc boycott that threatened to 
ruin the bus line. 

As a reporter for rhc Minneapolis 
Tribune, I went to Mcutgomery 
was permiired to si: in on the strate- 
gy sessions of the Negro leaders* 



\King*s p£t of articulatcncss, his ap- 



iacX of personal arnoiiion, 



hi* wiiiini^^ncss to stand up to lough* 
iialkin:^ ci;y officials nude hinn the 
inniural icadcrot the movement. The 
city anr%K-tl 115 Ncyit> rrll>:i(iits 
.uul |K»iiti\.il lr,ulri.s; «t lM*ini» rx- 
pliulrj on ivinuL'^ Jroiu |)4>reii. \\u\ 
tiic boycott held firm for 34S2 tense 
diiys, and led to the U.S. Supreme 
Court decision outbwing bus segre- 
gation. The Negroes of Montgomery 

^ had won a great vic- 

tory» and Martin 
Luihcr King was 
world-famous. 

*"Brcajtr!a:e of 
Righteousness.*^ 
' How did King rise 
to the pinnacle? He 
' had charisma— a 
down-to^arth sin- 
♦ ccrity, an ability to 

wear the mantle of 
the church in such 
a way to suggest 
a special closeness 

, J to God. He won 

Luther King, )r. the grudging admi- 
r:ition of white Americans and the 
support of niillions of foreigners 
through his dignity, his willingness 
to take verbal abuse, to go to jail 
quietly —and to turn the other check 
in the process--in order to achieve 
his goals. He seemed impervious to\ 
provocation. He earned the reputa- \ 
tion of a selfless leader whose devo- 1 
tion and wisdom were larger than \ 
Ufe. ^ 

When a group of badgered, beat- 
en Negroes in Gadsden, Ah., were 
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^0 THE I^ADElSrS DIGEST September 

0:1 tl'.s vcrjccfv;oicr4C»!,K;riC^ asked won the support necessary for the 
ihcir. 10 [iUi clmvi-i their amis. **Gct nr*ss:;gc of the civil-righis hws of 
;hc wjcpGii o: noa-violciicc^ the 1964 anci 1965. liu: other Negro lead- 
brccstp!:.tc 01 righteousness, the ar- crs, while no: be li tiling demon si ra- 
n'.or c: truth, j js: keep march- tions, argued th;:t the Negro could 
inc: " he pleaded. They did. Anc^ never forgo a reliance on the law. 
when the young minister said to" They pointed out that Negroes 
whites, '*\Vc will rnatch your ca- mightstilibc walking iii stead of rid- 
pacity 10 inEict suffering with our ing buses in Montgomery had the 
capaeity to endure suilcring. We lawyers not won their case in the 
will no: ha:e you, but wc cannot in Supreme Court. They said that the 
a:l good conscience obey your unjust Negro had to continue to seek 
bws/ he disarmed many who hcid strong Icgisladon and jusc court dc* 
latent hostility toward the Negro. cisions. They argued that the cause 

"There is no arrogance about him, required a shrewd, sometimes $0- 
no intellcctu::! posturing," reported phisticated wooing of public opinion, 
the New York Times in 1961. **Kc Negroes had, in fact, begun to* 
voices no bitterness against the j grow uneasy about King, He no 
whites who have handled him I Jonger seemed to be the selfless lead- 
roughly.*' If he became involved in \ cr of the 1950*$* There was grum- 
crisis af:er crisis— the resiauran: | bling that his trips to jail looked 
sit-in in Atlanta 'in 1560; dcmonstra- ; like publicity stunts. When arrested 
tions in Albany, Ga,, in 1961 ; the ex- i in Albany, Ga^ in 1961, he had de- 
plosive Birmingham protests of ; dared dramatically that he would 
195?; the Selma, Aia., march of \ stay behind bars until the city dc- 
1964— i: was because, as one o: his j segregated public facilities. Two days 
aides said, "YcuVe got to have a > later, he was out on bail. In St. 
crii>is to bargain with. To take a , Augustine, Fla., after getting Ne- 
moderate approach, hoping to get ; grocs 5rcd up for massive demon- 
white help, doesn*i work." \ strations, he went to jail amid 

JT^c Kr;lo But, inexplicably, | great fanfare. But two days later he 
^^$omc:h:ng began to happen after a | was bailed out again» so he could re- 
jwhiJc. Kin;; seemed to develop an iccivc an honorary degree at Yale 
ex;ii:^cr.ilcci :ipprni?;;il of how much lUnivcrsiiy^ 

he anci liis crisis techniques were rc- , f^itvciAr Mnrninni^/y% ^"^j;: really 
spcHuihle (or the racc-rclaiions prog- | gave both critics and admirers seri- 
rcss that h:;d been made. | ous ciusc for concern in 1965, when 

He could, indeed, make a pretty \ he began to talk about foreign pol- 
convincing argument that it was the jicy. In July of that year, he told a 
crisis he and his followers precipi- Los Angeles group that the issues 
utcd in Birminjii^h.im in 1963 that of racial injustice, poverty and war 

i:\iu\^i\ ilic No:.t.':. icviJiiiioii arc "incjitijahly lK>uhd liij^jthcr** 



.l^AItTIN UJTHEK K//v'C'i* TRAGIC DECISION 



r 



V/h^n advisers cXLrcss^c doubts 
;.bn;i: :hc v-rjiconi of linking the 
three, he rciortwd: "0::c cai::.c: be 
cor.ccrr.cd wiih civ;: rights. I: 
is very nice lo drink rniik at mu- 



civ'ii-righis march on Wnshin^fon in 
1963 si;d himyclf a pacifist, alt plead- 
ed in vain with Ki*:- no: tc> wade 
into ihc Vicin.;m controversy. 
Why did King reject the advice o£ 
scrrc5M:cc lunch" countcr^bj: r.o: J his old civil-nghis colleagues? Some 
whwT. Lhcre is strontium 90 in it." j say it was a miiitcr o£ ego— that he 
A n:on:h htcr, he annci:nccd cha: : was convinced th:-: since he was the 
he intended to write President Ho J most influential Negro in the 
Chi Minh of North Vietnam, and | United States, PrcMdcnt Johnson 
the IcidciN of Somil V^ictnrim, Uus- 1 would huucxoXuxza to ////;; and aitcr 
sia nr.tlilicUniicd St.i(cs in an cffuri 1 |K)!icy in Vietnam. Oihrrs rc- 
!<» r.K>vc ihc w;ir to ihc Ciuuirrcacc vivcU a nu>rc siniMcr sj)cculation 



tabic. 

Then, in September 1965, lie called 
or. Arthur Goldberg, chief dele- 
gate to tiK United Nations, and 
ur^;cd tliC United States to press for 
: a U.N. seal for Communist China, 
Aho» he asUed U^r a lialt in Amcri- 
crui ail siiikcs cm Nffrus VicM"!,nn, 
.imi lu' rcK nun jrj! tied nrr'<i«i,ifunvs 

\\\\\\ \\w Vir;.OMj.;, At ihi?. ^HJUit, 

cvca s:iu^c of siion^^c..: supporc- 
? crs bc^an to demur. 

The New York Hirdi Jribun: 
said: "Dr. Ivlr*^ is already commit- 
ted CO a massive, urinnished task in 
an area in which he has great in- 
fluence. He can only dissipate that 
innucnce by venturing into fields 
that are str^n^e to Mm.*' In a harsh- 
er comment, liberal columnist Max 
; Frccdman asked, "Is he casting 
; about for a role in Vietnam because 
the civil-rights struggle is no longer 
; adecuate to his own estimate of his 
i talents?" NAACP leader Roy Wil- 
kins, Whitney Young, executive di- 
rector of the Urban 2-cague, Socialist 
leader Norman Thomas, and Bayard 
Rustin> a chief pknner of the great 



/ that had been whispered around 
I Ctpitol Hill and in the nation's 
j newsrooms for more than two 
? years— talk of communists in/?ucnc- 
; ing the actions and words of the 
\ young minister. This talk disturbed 
: other Civii-rii;Ius Icfidcrs more tlian 
; nuyihini: else. 

* \ iCjUr.i ;u rndotsr wh.il 

Kiii^» jiul ivi.tJiy vJihcii. will coa* 
sldcr a *'guik by associatioii'* smear, 
but because of the threat that these 
allegations rcprcsen: xo the civil- 
rights movement. When King was 
simply challenging Jim Crow, mur- 
murings that he was associating 
with, or influenced by, "enemies of 
the United States'* had only limited 
impact. Most Congressmen and edi- 
tors knew that American Negroes 
did not need a communist to tell 
them that they dish'ked being herd- 
ed into the rear of buses, the balco- 
nies of theaters, the back doors of 
resuurants or a ramshackle school 
across the briar patch. Eu: now that 
'King has become deeply involved in 
; a conflict where the United States is 
, in direa combat with communists, 



V 



THE Rh^^ mR^S DIGEST 



'.c nr.; 



rinp:^ Tsrc likwly to pro- 
hostilc rcaciicns, 
Thcy canno: h;:i? bui imperii 
chances of pnssa^c of the civil-rights 
bill ihc: woi:ld prorcc: civil-rights 
workers ir. the Scui anC znaicc 
housing c-icrlminition illegal. 
■ l:" ''"'' -^'^" ^Kir. j ansv,'c:cd his 



KwCjro revolution. 1: suggests that 
mos: Xci^rOwS ire pTOi:id of ihc in- 
tcgr:;;cd pcrfcrniar.cc of cclorcc GIs 
in VictnOT*; that most Kcgrocs sdll 
think of America as their country 
*anc do not wan: to secrr. unpatriotic. 
; Beyond doub:, K!ing's speech at 
'Riverside Church and his subsc- 



cr:::c5. He hncl bcconic convinced,, .quent remarks have put a new strain 



he said in hii April 4 speech Lt New 
York's Riverside Church, that 
Arn;;rica would never invest the ncc- 

c^\ZTy funds or energies in rcha- 

— f — ^ 

adventures lil:c Vietnam continue 



and new burdens on the civil-rights 
r movement. Kc has become persona 
\ nan grata to Lyndon Johnson, a feci 
ithat he may consider of no consc- 
jtiucncc. It is also likely that his 
\ former friends in Congress will ncv- 
10 draw men and skills and money |er again listen to or be moved by 
like some demonic destructive sue* (him the ivay they wcyc in the past, 

, This, too, may no: bother King. But 
" it can make the difference be;\vc;;n 
poverty and well-being ibr millions 
of Negroes who pnnot break the 
vicious CTziz of poverry and un- 



tion tube." He told the Riverside 
sudlencc that "We arc taking biack 
young men who have been crippled 
by our society and scndir.g them 
$coo miles r.way to guaranrcc liber- 
ties in Southeast Asia whfch they 

gia and East Karlem." 

The laiicr is an old cry that some 
Kcgrocs have uticrcd in every 
American war. Eu: in no conflict 



preparedness that imprisons them 
unless the President provides leader- 
ship and Congress provides the 
circle-breaking programs and laws. 

Martin Luther King has alienated 
many of the Kcgro*s friends and 



has a Negro with King's prestige \ armed the Negro's foes, in both 

ur^^cd Kc^:^rr.ci to shL»n battle be- \ parties^ by creating the impression 

cau^c they have nothin;^ 10 flight for. ^ ih.at the Negro is disloyal. By urging 

l^uv;, must have assumed that the ! Ncgrocs'nor to respond to the draft 

•*nc\v Xcgro," full of frustration as {or to fight in Vietnam, he has taken 



L _ ' _ 1 U 



. nrgumcni, i>vi». a i«.ww*«l *pv»*- «rw«.«-»«p«* w.*,^..^ 

I vcy showed that almost one of every It is a tragic iro 
\ two Negroes believes that King is \ should be any douLt about the Nc- 

(gr6*s loyalty to his country --cspecial- 
|ly doubt created by Martin Luther 



liut a recent Harris sur- 1 races consider utterly irresponsible. 

ronv that there 



negroes Dciicvcs tftac /^ing 
[wrong— and anothcfa^ percent re- 
Uervcd jiulgmcm. • 

1 find xUia c)P;Vosition to King rc- [King, who has helped as much a$ 



iiurkahit- r*insIJmn>: the .uncunn of any one man ui m:»kc America iruly 
cnui(ioh ami auf^cr invulval in ihc ^iUc NfKn>V iomury^ Uh\ ^-bl 
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UNITED STATES GC 



') 



•MENT 



Memoranu^.m 

Mr. Bishop '"^ 



D^Lc 3'" 

Co; I ah nr. 



DATE: 6/20/69 



/ T-l* 



Tei«- Boom . 

Holfres 

Gdndv 



MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 




Per the Director^^^nstructions yesterday, one copy 
of the news story captionedjlilflng Wiretap Called RFK*s Idea" which 
appeared In th e June 19. 1969. "issue of "The Evening Star" was / . / 
forwarded by routing slip to all SAC 's and Legats on 6/19/69. A 
copy is also being furnished by routing slip to all Bureau officials 
today. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

None. For information. 
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The Evans memo said Evans 
replied to Kennedy that King 
was a man wtio traveled almost 
constantly and that it was ex- 
. tremely difficult to use wiretaps 
Wiretapping of Dr. Martin Lu- effectively in such cases, 
ther King Jr.'s telephone was Hoover told The Star that FBI 
proposed to the FBI by then At- officials also informed Kennedy 
tomey General Robert F. Ken- jjjgt time that they doubted 
nedy in June, 1963, and author- advisability of undertaking 
ized by him in writing later that electronic surveillance of Dr. 
year, FBI Director J Edgar King because of possible polit- 
Hoover told The Star today. j^al repercussions. 

Hoover revealed the contents However, the second memo- 
of two memorandums in one of random cited by Hoover shows 
which Kennedy expressed con- that on October 7, ISO, the FBI 
cem at>out possible infiltration chief reported to Kennedy that it 
of the race issue by Marxists was then technically feasible to 
and spoke of allegations that the apply wiretaps to King's tele- 
Negro leader was closely asso- phones at two places, one of them 
dated with Marxist ideas and at an unnamed location in New 
followers, York, 

That memorandum to Hoover, That memorandum constituted 
dated June, 1963, was written by the FBI's request for authority 
Courtney Evans, then assistant , 
director of the FBI and liaison 
^ man with the Justice Depart* 
ment It r^wrted the substance 
of a conversation Evans had just 
had with Kennedy in which the | 
Attorney General asked about i 
the feasibility of installing elec- 
tronic devices on King's tele- I 
phones. Kiog beaded the South- 
em Christian Leadersbq> Con- \ 
ference. i 

Csiiccrsed Abont ADegations 

Kennedy, according to the £v- ^ 
ans memo, was concerned about 
reports that King was a student 
of Marxism, that be was asso- 
ciating with a New York attor- 
ney with known Communist 
eonneetions, but that he did not 
openly espouse Marxism be- 
cause of his religious l)eliefs. 
nt Evans memorandum indi- 
ested Kennedy wanted to know 
if it was technically feasible to 
use electronic devices to prove 
or disprove these allefsations. 




J. EDGAR HOOVER 




ROBERT F. KEIUNEDY 




MARTIN LUTHER KING 



''The Evening Star'' 
Washington^ D. C. 
June 19, 1969ENCL0SURE 



WIRETAP 

King Wiretap RFK's 
Idea, Hoover Says 

CftoUiitted From Paf e A-1 TolsoQ added that the monitor- At that stJige, Kennedy and 
to proceed with the wiretap pro> device was **stnctiy in the Hoover broke off the imbUc a- 
posed by Kennedy four months ^ internal lecuhty ami change oT charges as il by mu* 
before. The document bears in therefore was within the pravi- tual consent. This was regardad 
the lower left-hand corner the ^ down 1^ the President partly as due to Kennedy's reaU- 
signature. "Robert F Kenne- ^ ^ United SUtes.** tation that his signed authoriaa- 

dy/* and under the name the ^vans, now a Washington iaw- tions were stiU ia FBI files, 
date '10^ 10^.'* y^^* «n route to Puerto Rico partly to the FBPs desire not to 

Hoover did not indicate to The ^^'^ ^ ^ ^ reached have special attentiiNi drawn to 
Star when the surveillaiice was comment. However, Tuesdsy its investigative techniques &er 
started but said the taps were Evans said he had no rec to engage in a battle with the 
discontinued on April 30 1965 At ^^^^^^ whether a wireUp Kennedy forces that could have 
that time Nicholas Katzenbach Jjuthoruation directed at King political overtone, 
was serving as Attorney Gener-S?"* ^""^ J^^o^ll"* ^^^^ ^^^^ Department oo 
' discussion mith Kennedy. Tuesday dechned a direct an- 

A«k«/f Ahniit fh^ i^i.uc ^ tK* ^ Sen. Edward M. Ken- 

J^i/^rv^iil?r^ f^^^ ^^^ ^ »aid today he swer when asked for documenU- 
fcS^^u1Si* ^«^f^*^* ^"^^^ ^ comment on tion of Tolsoo^s contention in his 

tST™^^^^ Th Hoover s disclosure, letter to Rowan. But earlier this 

SlaT"! lia\5iSIeraXHi^ ^^^^ ^ Kennedy month, a Justice Department 

StaUaUonMtS^ suggested in recent days ; yokesman said Hoover was 

fe^iMS wiS wiS that, during 1964, in the period "accurate in every respect" in 
Lify cf th? Atornev^M?^ sfte; the assassinaUon of ™ repeated sUtemems that ail 

tnonty Of the Attorney Gener-^^^ ^ Kennedy, the at- wiretaps were being authorised 

i*-^ . J- I V ^ lorney general's interest in advance and m wntmg by the 

!J?^i^^? i?^L™?°''^'l^ flagged. However, the assassi- tane^an of the controversy. 
over the role of the FBI, a 6ub--^g2jj ^ ^^j^ a JusUce department spokes- 

bureau of the JusUce X? Ro^lSySg^^ asked todhiy if Ato^iey 

5?^"i{JILS5^ for the^KiHg wii^ G«ieral John N. MitcheD bad 

or other electronic devices m|gp given Hoover permission to 

investigaUve matters. The mat- Hoover and Kennedy, after the discuss the contents of aecret 
ter came to a head Sunday when 1^^^^ became a New YoA sena^ documents of the King wireUp- 
S?^* u f?:i*u accused each other of being P"«» replied simply, '"no corn- 

Star, charged that the FBI had ^sponsible for use of hidd^m^ aMt" 



no authonty to wiretap Dr. crophones in investigations. However, the spofeeman 
Kmg*s cooversaUons. He quoted £vans figured in that contro- e^^ed that the attorney general 
former Attorney General Ram- versy when Kennedy made pub- bad dedhied to aothoriae die- 
sey Clark, who succeeded Kat- ]jc a February 1966. letter lo closures in court of the basic 
Knbach, as saying '*the implica- bim lh>m Evans which made the authority for the wiretapping. 
tioD that people thought Dr. point that the use of hidden mi- Such disclosures had been de- 
King was a security threat is erophones was not Kennedy *8 re* na^ded by defense lawyers In 
outrageous." sponsibility but ' suggested he the Houston draft evasion bear- 

The Rowan chsTiges prompted may have directly approved the ing (or former boxing champion 
Associate FBI Director Clyde A. | use of wiretaps on pbraes. That Cassius Clay. It was during that 
Tolson to write to Rowan early letter aaid the FBI aeot natioDal Iming that the King wiretap- 
this week defending legality of .security wiretap requests toping was officially revealed for 
the King wu-etaps. K^medy for approval. the first time. 

"For your information/* Tol- It is reliably reported that 
son said in his letter, '*the wire< Kennedy was reminded by the 
tap on Martin Luther King Jr. FBI that it still had in its files 
was specifically approved in ad- the authorizations signed by him 
vance in writing by the late ft as Attorney General for tele- 
tomey general of the United phonic wiretaps. However, Hoo* 
States, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy . * ver did not disclose at that time 

any names of persons under 
wiretap surveillance with Ken- 
nedy's approval. 
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MEMORANDUM fOR MR. TDLSOM 

MR. DE LOACH 
MR. tUUlVAM 

Wttb r«|^ to the toclmtoal aurvtUlABct «ad iBVftttlgatlon of tht 
late Martin LutbcrKlng. J r. , I apU that ooplaa of tba materlil vara aadl 
to Carl T. Rowan, tban Dlrac6^ of tba Unlttd Stataa Information Af encj. 
I forthfir note ttaat tlia naUrial, particularly tba Ofer-all aommary maaao- 
raadum of Daceiit)»ar 21, 1964, vaa wldaly dlatrttaitad to raprtaeotattvaa 
M thfetSovaramant agaacSaa. I think Uiara abould ba sraaUr dlacrlminatloa 
relatlva to thejMsM minatlon of highly confidential material. Certainly 
Rowan, even though ha waa Director of the United Stataa laformation Aganqr, 
•hould nevar hare bean fumiahad with tbia matarlal la vlav of hla known 
raclat actlTitiea. I aota the aame material waa dlaaemlnated to Dr. Lalaad 
Uayworth of the Matlonal Science yauadatu». I do aoi anderatand why ha 
ahould have been included on the liat for diaaeminatioo, aa certainly Klag*i 
acUritiea did not faU within the area of his Foundatioo. 



■1 



■J 

1 



1^ 



Pleaae initiate Immediataly a re- evaluation of the dlaaemtiMiflon 
of our highly aenaitlTe aad cooiidentlal information. 



Vary truly youra, 



nATP ^-»3.VI r.V 7P^ACt^ ViL John Edgar Hoover 
J£H:EDM(7) \ . . 



Tol«or 
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FROM 



'J 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Tolton 



DATE: June 20, 1969 



Ji^^ Call from Tl^Associati^ 




June 19, 1969 - 6:20 P. M* 



A local call was received for you from a woman who ^ 
saio she was representing The Association of University ¥omen. /v L 
They wished to express their disappointment in your statement M'*^ 
regarding the late Senator Robert Kennedy and also Martin 
Luthei^Ling. 



She refused to give her name and declined to speak / 
with aa agent. >-» V 



/ 
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OmONM fOlM MO. It 
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UNITED STATES GC 



MENT 



TO 



Memoranaum 

Mr. DeLoacflA^^iT 



DATE. 6-23-60 



H,: ? FROM : T. E. BishO^)^^ 

SUBJECT. MARTIN LUTHERMNG, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - CX)MMUNIffr 




Tion»f 



/ 




CARsms MARCELLUS CLAY 
SELECTIVE SERVICE NUMBER 154742127 
SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT 

By teletype of 6-20-69 Houston Office advised that a transcript 
of the testimony of SA Robert Nichols in the Cassius Clay hearing in Houston 
was obtained at 4:30 p, m. on 6-20-69 from the court reporter had jast 
typed the same. The Houston teletype advised of what SA Robert Nichols 



rwy\ 

J. lit? 



\ 



/ 



teletype reflected that while the copy of the testimony of SA Nichols was 

I being prepared at the home of the court reporter, one Ken Demaris, olTime 
ma^azine^ was furnished a copy for his review on the premises only by tiie 
court reporter and thereafter immediately placed a long distance call through 
his Washington Office in which he proceeded to read the transcript verl^im. 

Current developmentsrA^^fSO p. m. 6-23-69, Bishop was ^ 

I vMw^iJvi»A%«UAj «>v>ui«v<vc;u Vftic: nil^~l ill innj WUW JMBULUMM til.UlBeU. HLB A 

jrepo rter fo r the Lo6>ciigelesjrimes in Houston. Texas . He stated that he 
hsuTbeen infornu^d'^autt Agenti of the FBI went to the home of the court 
reporter, Ev^l^<>verbeck, on Friday evening, 6-20-69, and secured from 
her a copy or copies of the transcript of the testimony in the Cassius Clay 
hearing v^ich they informed her was to be immediately taken or sent to 
Bureau Headqpiarters in Washington, D. C. Chriss advised that he was advise^ 
by Miss Overbeck that the FBI Agents had asked her for a copy of the trans- 



^i. Ly*. voj. xxcA ut Ulc wvc<w. 



him about securing the transcript, such as: why was it picked up, ^y was it 
being taken or sent to Washington, who ordered that it be picked up and sent 
to Washington, etc. He was informed that the fBI would have.no conmient to 
make on this matter. 



RECOMMENDATION: None. 



X - jHT. uerioacn 
1 - Mr. SuUivan 
Mr. Gale 
Mr. Jones 



r\n. 




For information. 



y\ tie JUN 25 ]p6& 
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Agyoctaite Profwor 
ColumbU School o< Lwr 

H it York, K«w tort lOOIT 
Dear fir: 

Tour Ittter oontatnlng unwarrantad erlttelam ti 
tha FBI, vfaleh appaarad la ttia '*Lattara to tba Editor ct Tha 
Timaa * In *'11ia Haw York Timaa" on Jvm lA, 1969, fttaa baaa 
brought to my attaatlon. b Oila eomiactlQD, I am aacloalBg a 
aopy of a latter by Aaaociata Diractor Cljda A. Tolaon of thSa 
Bureau to Carl T. Rofiran, who raeantly expraaaed aimllar 
anfounded chargea In hia eolamn In "The Sunday Star,** 
Waahlngton, D. C. , laaua of Ana 15, 1960. I thought you would 
want to be awara of tha facts la Ihia matter. 



MAILED 10 

JUN181969 
ooMM-rai 



Yafy truly yours » 
J. Edgir Hoowr 



'Eaalasurt 



. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED V 
• HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFltff '^*^^"'^'^ 
' OAT 



Tolaop . 



Uoht 

Biahep _ 
CoapOT ^ 
Callahan . 
Cootod _ 

Fait 

Gala 

Roaan 

i;t'??-^ Sulhvon 
fi;:^ Toval. 

Tfoitar 



vvSii' Hoin 






NOTE: Above letter recommended by Mr. Tolson and c 
the Director* Jl V — 
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vUrhb STATES Govt: Ament 

Memorandum 




TO 



FROM 



Mr, Bishop 



DATE: 6-17-69 



SUBJECT: 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

KENT GREENAWALT ^™ UNCLASSIFIB) 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR DATE<^> / ?-if B Y S lU . 
C0L\JMB1A SCHOOL OF LAW, NEW YORK CITY , 
CRITICISM OF MR. HOOVER AND FBLON * 
WIRETAPPING OF MARTIN LUTHERTONG 

Reference is made to Letter to the Editor from captioned 
individual ^diich appeared in the 6-14-69 issue of "The New York Times,** 
Greenawalt states he is '^shocked by the disclosure of continuii^ electronic 
surveillance of one of the country's greatest and most respected leaders.** 
Greenawalt asks n^o authorized such a surveillance on King, noting that 
Ramsey Clark had denied one was authorized during his term as Attorney 
General and had stated that any implication fliat the Justice Department thought 
King was a national security risk is ^'outrageous. ^ His letter concludes with / 
the insistence that there be saf^uards in the Justice Department to see that 
similar surveillances do not recur. 



DATA ON KENT GREENAWALT: 



BufUes disclose a **New York Times'* article dated 7-15-68, 

stating that a Miss Sanja Milic, a United Nations Human Rights employee from 
Yugoslavia,married Kent Greenawalt,aCoIumbia School of Law professor, in 
Yugoslavia on 7-14-68. Greenawalt was identified as a graduate of Swarthmore 
College with a Bachelor of Philosophy D egree from Oxford University, and 

law degree from Columbia. 



According to the New York teleiriione directory, an R. K«it 
^Jf^Breenawalt resides at 410 Rivei:^de Drive, New York City. . . > ^ r>/ ) 

RECORfENDATION: ^ y^j\f^^^^ ~ 



For information. 



1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 



I^VAintf^ 



1 - Mr. Gale 1 1 
1 - Mr. SuUivan ^ 
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DeLoach 
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j-tiers to the Editor of The Times 
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Wiretapp ing Dn - ' Sgliig ' 

ToTKTtHiDr: 

On page 27 of your June 5 
issue is a report of testimony 
I by an F.B.I, agent that Martin 
Luther King's telephone had 
been tapped for a number of 
years before his death. I may 
be naivc» but I was shocked by 
the disclosure of continuing 
electronic surveillance of one 
of the country's greatest and 
most respected leaders. Entirely 
apart from the patent illegality 
of this wiretapping^ it is deeply 
disturbing that someone like 
Dr. King, who himself could 
have been thought •'subversive'* 
only by the most fertile imag- 
inmgs of bigoted minds, was 
subjected to systematic inva- 
sions of his privacy. 

Whm reasons could there 
have been for this continued 
wiretapping? Do the same rea- 
sons spp^y to all controversial 
public figures? Who authorized 
this surveillance? It is slill un- 
clear, to my knowledge, whether 
Attorneys General Kennedy and 
Katzenbach gave such authori- 
zation* Ramsey Clark has said 
that no electronic survelHance 
of Dr. King was authorized dur- 
ing his term _as Attorney Gen- 
eral, and iTas called *'out-. 
*ragc*oux" any implication thiit 
ipcrsons in the Department of 
jiusticc thought that Dr, King 
was a national security risk. If 
|so, does the F3.I. engage in 
such systematic incursions oa 
its own initiative? 

Should the surveillance prove 
to be, in fact, as outrageous as 
it appears on the limited infor- 
mation we now have, are there 
any institutional safeguards in 
{the Justice Department to see 
that similar cases do not recur? 
If the, public is to reUxn even a 

I modicum of confidence in the 
willingness of the FJB.I. and the 
Justice Department to be re- 
sponsive to the most elemental 
civil liberties, someone needs to 
provide an answer to these 
questions. 

- Kent Greena WALT 
Associate Professor 
Columbia School of Law 
New York. June 6. Id69 
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Hie Waihmgton Post 
Times Herald 



Tbe WaahingUm Daily Newa 

The Eve&ing Star (Waahington) . 
Hie Sunday Star (Waahinftoii) „ 
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Tbe New York Time s . 
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Tike Daily Worid 

TTie New Leader 



Tlie Wall Street Joumal 
Ttie National Obaervar ^ 
People's World 



Examiner (WashinctOD) . 



Me. 



JUN 1 4 1S69 



CXGLOSURE 



CHANGED TO, 



AUG- 



1 



m 




lexandria/ va: 



;;My dear ;Mr. Hoover: 

I see tbat you have been forced to diicloae memorandiima in 
your file autiiorixing wire--tappixig actions against 

Martin XiQtfaer King made because he ndgfat have been a *Hhreat** 
to the seecurity of the United States. 

d!\rould you kindly look further Mr. Hoover, and publicly state 
what other memorandums you may have on the same sorts of 
matters, that is, wire*tapping, or any other ^nd of tapping 




Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Pelt — 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. fcilhTfta 

Mr. Ta»d 

Mr. TroUer 

Tele. Room 
Miic Hmuim^^ 
Milt Gmndj—^ 




of the private affairs of any United States CitiEen, which as ;you Qu 8 
Hhe United States Constitation to all it* citizens. — 



know, is contrary to the stated explicit protection guaranteed 

I say fliis, bedcanse I have been extremely ^rrassed, annoyed ^ 
hurt, and dismayed, and brutally tortured by your I repeat YOUR 
dirty Department's filthy secret service electronic devices against 
^JN {which fhereis no private defense ;unless you are a scientific mechanical 
mind, better than the machinery and electronic brain wave and thought 
control equiptoient pitted againsf yo|^ _ Jj^ -^U^" ^ 

I am quick disgusted ;and greatl^J^j^ed that s§ch*^tiy^ happen 
in the United Slates, wonldn^t you say so, air, being a defcnd^of 
aiehelpleBB, Innocent and defenseless against crizm 




you are. And all your ; bosses, whoev 





1 



r 




Dr. j'.~-3 E. Sabln 

€ _Lo S-r.i Street, Kc-. thxrest 

V V..^'-ii:ijtoa, D. C. 2CC'5 



o 



Jun3 18, 1SC3 



S?^'.' 



cur letter c:. binir.^ unTrarrar/tc i critloiira of 



i v..r-.r.:i j..:,^2arcd T :• "I :t::r£ tc tic rclitor" cf "1'^ 
: ^oct and Time: licral- ' en J via M, iu::; lisoB 



t.'C . ■ -li CO my attanticKi, la t:is ccsnection I zrz \ -'jzlozis^-& 
c.:.: zi a letLsr by Accociatc- Dirootor Clydo A. "iolscn </tlii3 
1 to 02il T. Hov.;a-. - ho rccir.tly c-pressc-d similar ' 

x..-„:._;w>d Ll.:tz:i'sZ in his cciumn ia "Tiis Suadiiy Star," --«^ 



r C, Iccuc cf Juno 15, 1DC9. I tiiou£^it you would 
avrai'c of the fccto in fiiis zaattar. 

Very truly yours, - . ■ " - -'-.-i^ • 

J. Edgar Hoover ' f 



CO 
ID 

<n 

CM 



.1-. f^"--. 



! 

f vvjrri.rti-rDt 



KOra; Above letter recommended by Mr.* Tolson and concurred In liy 
rtiie DiiE ctor. — _ 




DGIl.'CCb -'' 
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C&A 0<*( •»» 9? 



Aiemorandum 



TO 



FROM 



Mr. BisfaOi- 1 



DATf 6/17/69 



Cc " 



Tiot:»r 



Ji^JslES E. SABIN, M. D. 

;w.3HIj:gton, d. c. 
criticism of mr. hoover and, 
wiretap on martin luthe 



I ON 

:ng 



Reference is made to a Letter to the Editor from captioned 
individual which appeared in the 6/14/69 issue of "The Washington Post 
and Times Herald. " Sabin criticizes the FBFs "most recent foray into 
electrorac surveillance, " stating that the FBI cannot be excused for its 
\?idrctaps on King. He suggests that Mr. Hoover csserves public rebuke 
for this action and removal from office. ' Sabin concludes his letter by 
stating that Mr. Nixon recently attacked student radicals for "moral 
arrogance" because they do not respect others, and that the FBI deserves 
to be judged by these same standards. 

♦ 

DATA ON JAMES E> SABIN, MP: 

Bufiles contain no identifiable data on Sabin. The D. C. 
telephone directory lists a Dr. James E. Sabin at 6666 32nd Street, 
Northwest. 

ALL lMFOR;MT!0ri COHTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

For information. DATE^dJ^-^lJBYEefs^^^^ 



RECOLCVIENDATION: 



1 - Mr. De Loach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. Gale 
1 - ISx, Sullivan 



JVArjyc 
(6) A 



V-^ l^^^ NOT RECOB 



- \ 



RECORIfeD 

165 iiN 3d m 






t!-i 



6 



• I 

w 

' I 

r \ 



£j:;s:Lk clilz^r.s should r.o longer be 
<*;ock:d by c:s;:»-::ccf'»;i L-*jscor.duct cn U:e 
pur: 0." OLir r.aiionai leaders, but your de- 
t^sci'ipiLor. o: the FBI's mos: reccni foray into 
^^'OciT C7AQ surveillance deserves comment. 
cXj:c FBI cannot be allowed to excuse itself 
virh ,a hl;ipt! 2cknowIec;;enicnt thai it **did 
zc: lollow' ro-ubr policy or. this pii; ucui^i- 
^:r::£:ii:; m^vcillancc/' Mr. Hoover do wv^, 
ir.;; 0/ public rebuke a: the very least, 
UiOu;;h removal from of;ict; a more suita- 
ble response to this ille-::: zr.d in^morcl in- 
ti'usion on the rishi to private communica- 

The £c lions of a Tedcril £:cncy cunno; be 
rc^u.::tcd if i:s ieacers are Tio: held s;ric-Jy 
:.cco'jr.:-b:j :cr iho agency's conJu::. :.:r. 
N:xcr. a;:::ckcd stuclcr.t radicals :or their 
*'n:cra: arr:^ance" in his recent sr-ecch. on 
:he OLsLs c: ihc-ir lack o: "'respect for the 
'^ri-h:s c: others/' The FBI deserves to be , 
jud^jed by the same standards we apply to ' 
^ the SDS. ' • , j 

t *Washin2:on. ^. i» 



Conrcu ._ 
Felt 



^^^^^ 



u.i:vcn 



; eve 



' Trotter 

Tele. Rooni 

Holmes 

Gcndy 1_ 




1) •/; •■,■( 



The Washington 

Times iler;ild 



The Washington Daily News 

The Evening Stjr (Washington) . 
The Sunday St«ir <Wabhin£ton) « 
Daily News <Ncw York) • 

Sunday News (New York) 

New York Post 



* The New York Times , 
The Sun (Baltimore) « 

The Daily World 

The New Leader 



The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer _ 
Peoplc^s World 



Examiner (Waehinston) . 



Date . 



\ 1 i \ 



10^ 



:V-'- ■ r , 



( 



^^^^^ /^^^ 




(C) "^"hington, D. C. »0008 



Dear 



With respect to jour letter niilch hm recel^ on 
June 9tli, Carl T. Rovan recently wrote an article coacemlng our 
activittfs relating to Martin Lutber King, Jr. EnclOMd Is a copy 
of a letter dated June 16, 1868, from Associate Director Clyde 
Tolson of this Bureau to Rowan setting forth the FBTs positton 
this matter. 



MAILED 10 

JUN191969 

COMMFBI 



Enclosure 



TP 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



ion In LM^ 

■ tm 



1*L 



Tolson ^ 
DeLooch . 



Bishop ^ 
Cosp«r 

Callahan . 
Conrod ^ 

FeJt 

Col* 

Ro«*fl 

Sulhvor _ 

Tovel 

Trotter 

Tele. Boom 

Hoi! 
Gordy 



NOTE: Buflles contain prior correspondence with ^j^^^ last 
outgoing 4>28-68 in reply to his inquiry concerning the Liberty Lobby. 



•It .r i< •: ^v'^ 



LEXrPE UNIT 



CZI 




at 



( 



5f< 



'if 




Washing 
June 7, 



1969 



0008 



The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, 
Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 
Deaprtir.ent of Justice 
wp-hington, D.C, 20535 

Dear Sir, 

Mr C-pr.ius Cl^;', alias " Muhara-Tied 
All has testified that the FBI 
tapped the late Rev. . Martin Luthe r 
Q^ing, Jr.'s phone conversations. " 




Mr. Callahki) 

Jfr. Conrfd 

Mr. Felt 
Mr Gale . 
Mrfil^en 
Mr. Sulliv4 
Mr. Tavel 
Mr. Tr-itter . 
Tele- Roum . 

MlBs H Htl.-S. 

Mita Candy 




Mr. Hoover, Irealize that the F'rl 
w s only trying 'to protect the Rev. 
King, but, nevertheless, the action 
seems to ine to be unwarrented . You 
know that wiretaps are an invasion 
of privacy, and sb&iaMi, be used only 
after issuance of a court order, andi 
with the greatest discretion, f 

There is widespread defiance of law,-^^ 
today, Mr. Hoover, among all classes. 
Police agencies must set the best 
example of adherence to the law. 
Any other course only plays into the 
nands of the disrupters. 





(3 



Am* <0, U« 

i 



b'/(t) 




reeport, Texas T7641 



Dear] 



MAILED 10 

JUN2 01969 

COMM-FBI 



In reply to your letter of June 16th, I am eneloeiiig 
a copy of an article which appeared In the June 18, 1969, Issue of 
*Tbe Evening Star, *< Washli^tan, D. C. , which concerns our acUv- 
Ities relating to Martin Luther Kli^, Jr. and sets forth the FBI's 
position in this nuUter. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 




1 



Tolson . 
DeLooch , 

Mohr 

Bicbep ^ 
Cosper ^ 
CoIJohor . 
Coniod ^ 

Fen 

Cait 

Ro«»n 
SulJivon «. 

Tavel 

Trotter ^ 



Enclosure 

"The Evening Star" article entitlec', "King Wiretap Called RFK's Idea." 
6/19/69. 

NOTg^ufUes show one reference in April, 1968, to one 

iduals' 



rof Texas whose name appeared on a list of indiTi( 
expressing opposition to the Vietnam war. Our files contain no 
ftirther information concerning him. 



— , UAG:eaf(3) 

T_.i.._Roc ^ ^ .III A -\Qh9 

TELETYPE UNIT □ 



G»dv 




( 



•rSeportl Texas 775^1 
June 16, 1969 

Kr. J* Edgar Hoorer 

Federal Bureau of IxiYestlgatlon 

Washington, D# C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Please reconcile for me (if you can) your devotion to ••lav 
and order'* vith your department's ^authorized and illegal vire- 
taps of the late Dr. Ma rtin Luther Kings j ># 

I am simply questioning whose "lavs'* you are enforcing, and 
1 b9pe I receive an ansver* 

Sincerely, 



b-Kt 



, /-.HiHO) 




bite; 




1 6^ 
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Has been removed and placed In the Special File Room of Records Branch. 



See File 66-2554-7530 for authority. 




Subject JUNE MAIL // y.h^ ../,.^ j^^-.-^^^c^ '^^.-^ - 

^ 98JUL7' 1969 



Removed By . 

File Number O - X^-^V^^^.^ - JTi^-t^C ^ 



Permanent Serial Charge Out 



i' 6 



4-T50 <3-T-79> 

xxxxxx 
xwxxx 
xxxxxx 



FCOERAL BUREAU OF INVESTiGATiON 
FOlPA DELETED PACE iNFOfLVATION SHEET 



Pa^(s) withheld entirely at this iocAtion In the ftle« One or more of the followins statements^ 

indicated, explain this deletion. 

O Deleird under exemption^ s) with no aepecaUe 

naterial available for release lo you. 

O lnronr.ation perUined only to a third party with no reference lo you or the subject of your ivquesL 

O InfonLaUon pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



□ DocuTrrnti&) originatinc with the following fr^veminont aseno'(ies) 



. . wK/were Ibrwanied to them for diiwt lesponse lo you. 



Page<s? referred for consuttatton to the folio%^ing fovemment agenciKies); 



a& the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availabiht> upon return of the eatehal to the FBI. 
Facets) withheld for the following reasonU): 



!v For your information: 



C Tht- follow jr.p number is to be used for reference recardinc these ptfes: 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

K DELETED PACE(S» 
C NO DUPLICATION FEE 

vvvvvv X FOR THIS PAGE 

XXXXXX 

r«. t 



Date of Mail 



Has been removed and placed >n the Special File Room of Records Branch. 



See File 66-2554-7530 for authority. 



sea tJ^rf>»a 




Subject JUNE MAIL ///W^ /c^ '7^4^ 



Removed By 
File Number 



98JUL7 1969 



Permanent Serial Charge Out 



.750 (3-7*7?> 

XXXXKX 

xxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF (KVESTIGATiON 
FOlPA DELETED PACE INFOftVATlON SHEET 



pA|!0(ft) withheld entirely at this location in the Tile. One or move of the following stalements, 

indicated, explain this deletion. 

D Deletrd under exemption's) with no aegregable 

oiatrhal available for release to >*ou« 

O Infonration pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the aubied of your request 
Infoncation pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



D Document's) origmaiing with the following government agenc\'(ies) 



« was/were forwarded to them for direct tesponse to )-oq. 



f 

Paget s> referred for consulution to the following government agencyties); 



as the information originated with them. You mil 



be advised of availabiiitx upon f^Uxm of the material to the FBI. 
Pagers) withheld for the following reason(s): 



5^ For your infom-.atjnn: ^sf^L ^C 

m'// Sf^i At /{ //i/c^ o^/c« 



^ TtK- folIoMinp number is to be- u»e() for reference rpgaiding these pcfes: 



XXXXXXXXX30CXXXXX3CXX 
X DELETED PACE<S> 
\ NO DL'PLIC.ATION FEE 

vvvYVY X FOR THl? PAGE 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXTCX 

xxx\-xx 

9*. CS. 



(B»v. l-IB-62) 



Date of Mail • d'^/ 



Has been removed and placed in the Special File Room of Records Branch. 



See File 66-2554-7530 for authority. 

Subject JUNE MAIL // </ ^r <j? A^ . v^^^/> ^'7^^ <^ )/'^''' 

98JUN 271968 

Removed By 

File Nu.b.r y/^V/- 7^- 



Permanent Serial Charge Out 



4.750 <3.:-T?> 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF IKYESTICATION 
FOlPA DELETED PACE 1NF0R</.ATI0K SHEET 



_ Pap^(t) withhold entirely at this location in the Tile* One or more of the following statements^ 

indicated, explain this deletion^ 

D Detetrd under es^emptionU) with no secregable 

naterial avaxiable for felease to you. 

O Information pertained onty to a third party ivith no reference to you or the subject of your lequesL 

O Inforniaiion pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the tiUe only. 



D Document's) originatini: with the follouinp ^vemrocnt a|;cnc\-<ies> 



« was/were forwarded to them for direct response to yoa. 



Pageis) referred for consultation to the fonowing aovemment agencyiies); 



as the infonnaf ion originated with them. You vUl 



be advised of availability upon ivium of the material to the FBI. 
PagHs) withheld for the following leasonis): 



y For your infomstion: 

HA//// ke. S^M-t At A /^^tiJP oi?/g^ 



The- following number is to be used for reference ifgarding these pages: 



xxxxxxxxxxxx?cxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(Sj X 
J NO DI PLICATIOS FEE \ 

vvvvvv X FOR THIS PAGE X 

JJJ^^i^ XXXTiiXXXX'XXXA-XXX-XXXX 

xxxxxx 



o 



0 



BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 




V. V v ir^jir^li^ Avenue I C^n* 
V :-;hir.jto::, D. C. 2CD05 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ' ■ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED i • - 

r.'y clLenticn h £ b en 0:1!!^ d to th:- n:cliclciis ' - 
txtlvl- V iiichvDU vTot: in ILc iiinclriy LtJ- en Jun; 15> IIjCD/ ' Vj'-:"^ ^ 
Cw^vvrj;!:,^ * .r. J* i-v^^r i^coveri £-ircctwr cI the FiL Jl'I^:^^'!!!^^ 

^ Fcr your l£irQr:^::-tlon, uirv t-o c u .'.lUrUa 

y.i iL:iij; It/ lii.- lite /.ttora.y General c: tU.: Unite J cUitt»a, 
i r. icobcrt i\ Kennedy. This ciev».cc wl:; strictly in the 
n.-lucf inlvrii..! security hr.'J, thtri-Iore, v/as within the 
vi-ica:; kid duv.a by the tb::i Ircf ia>nt c£ the United — 



•c^^ 



\^ 



It to be hoped thii rca give th& ssjda^^^^^^ 



a^V- i'V c?*- fri- Mi*^ 




ublicity to UA^ letter w££ given to your scurrilouii 



YoiiPa truly, 

Clyde A. Iblsbn 




Kewbold Noyes 

Editor _ 

The Evening Star ^' ^ BaECOBI»» 
225 Vir-inia Avenue, S. E. _ i65_JUH ftOjUt. 

W?shinston, D. C. 20003 . -^^ 




I^' This letter was ^proved by Messrs. Sullivan, Gale, Donahoe,^Mobr ^iAd 
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THE SUNDAY STAR 
Washing^ton, D. C. 
6/15/69 • 



Tolcon 
"Mr, DcLooch 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Bishop^ 
Mr. Casper _ 
Mr. CoHdhon 
Mr. Cowoi - 
Mr. P^ll.^^ 
Mr. GaUZ-. 



Mr. Roma 

Mr. $u!l{v« 
Mr. Ttfvel ^ 
Mr. Trotter • 

Miss Holmes. 

MUs Gandy 



cxfjrr. ROWAN 



r 
i 



'ne /er i. Eogar Hoover to Go 



A fiocldy Is never in more 
__pe:*u Uu^ uk people lOse 
tV ability <o idcr/.tfy r jcna- 



ise threat to p-rsoaal 



t ^-^Tt^is «>ci«:ty is in a lot of 
^peril if w luaj jui^e Lrom the 
public rescuon — cr lack cf it 
Us ccurtrooiR gdrxiissions of 
T^a variety of ulagal Flil vr>e' 
^^^taps bthS ba^^inss of tomes 
^«3Dd bold rcoi;!^ 

- A Justice: I>cp2irtiiient offi' 
. ^cial acjLiio\vled:;?c in Fe:kral 
rP^Uto^Gotirt ^at l>r, Martin 

- Li^utti tiJSifi wzs under elec- 
-iranie OTrrefllETO in aad 
"^28Ca. rnd Uie FBI agent who 
^J»ptirvi«5d this surveillaBce 

Joid tlie ^court *'iL was my ux^ 




vfao1& truib isthatDn 
phones vcre tapped, 
' 7903IS ba^ed, snd be 
p&n.onail>' slidcaMc^. nglit 
tir.te he wtts sl&ia ifi 

April 4, lies. 
FBI agent, C. Barry 
tdd the coon in Hous* 
ttutt for four solid 
had Ustencd eight 
day, fiv» da^'s a veck^ 
conversatiarX of £U}:ih 
^Okkr ioT the 

both a (ckphonevira- 




ia a>faearixc AnIor' 



mcr hoa\*}'vc!sht boxing 
chaiTipiTO Cassius Clay's eflort 
to cveriurn a five-year pristm 
fentecce for his refusal to be 
drafted. 

These baggings, which 
cau&ht soaie Clay conversa- 
tions in their ' ust/' aje but a 
Iraclian a: the illegal wiretaps 
tii^t have moved this couniry 
f^r closer to a police sLate 
ih.in most Americans realize. 

V^'hy the blaud, kidiifcrcat 
reaction cs ths part of most 
Americans? 

First, there is the general 
FBI iuslification for such tac- 
tics: **naUonal secxnity.** 

Former Atlcmey General 
Rawsey Gart, w!w 5tat£*» em- 
phatically that the FBI had do 
authority to wiretap or bug 
Dr. King, asserts that *^ im- 
pUcaticn Xioil people thought 
Dr. King was a seoirity threat 
is outrageous." 

Still, that term **iMitkmai ae- 
curity" is more powerful than 
*'inoi:xrhood," for it evokes 
leaf, and men $tiU rjrrendcr 
more things — including liber- 
ty — out of fear than they do 
out of love. 

T!te 1- i^Tlrng thing about 
Clark's 'f . ' -?nt is thnt he 
acts as t:..JU:,: Ijc is surprised 
to hear oi the wiretapping and 
bagiSng ef Dr. King. Could 
O^k pos^'bly have been una- 
ware thz.: F2I ofTicials VPere 
going before congressional 
committers and partly justi/y- 
liig larger appropriations by 



tiu!'at:ng- some congressmen 
and feeding anti-Kin^ ammu- 
nition tD Scuthemcrs who de- 
spised the ci^il rights leader 
— all by way of reveUing *nid- 
bits'* picked up through the 
'Rirctaps and baggings? 

Was Clark unavs^re Uiat eer- 
tain F£I officials were roam- 
ing the countrj' leaking to 
newspaper editors poisonous 
stories about Dr. King sod 
wh:it the buggings 
^ had reveal^? 

f Everybody else in Washing- 
ton of any consequence knew 
I it» aod many deplored it» bczt 
!no one aeexned toknowbcywto 
I go about making the FBI bend 

* So &e laws of the land. 

IWe is a not-too-fiii^ant 
assumption in Washington that 
J. Edgar Hoover has been FBI 
director for 45 years because 
all the reo^ Presidents have 
assumed that he koew too 
much about them to be re- 
placed. So not only was be not 
replaced fay any of the yoong- 
er, very able FBI men in the 
normal course of things, but 
Pre^id 'jEts Johnson and Nixon 
have fdt it wise or expedient 
to waive a law saying Hoover 
has ruacbcd ibe rocktiog^hair 
a 

ver ought to be replaced 

as FBI director =-in:a:cdiate' 

• As Washingrcn agency heads 
; go, Boover may fcve dcr;. . 
; better Job than mosL Bui 
"people of this country knew 



s<Hnething wheo they BmlCeA 

the tin:;e one man sught aem - 
in the presidency* Iwy «a«-t^ 
personal fiefdomi as inimical r 
to the democracy, the petsooal . 
^reedom^ that we have oome to - 
f ^f^rfrh . ^ . ^. . . '"TT** 

if it is dangeroos to 

ooe man serve throe full 1 
as President, It is tar 
dangerous to have one man 
lake liletime possesswo of «^ -j!^ * 
powerful p6Uce4&vtsljigalivo 
agency that prods into too*^ - - 
deepest secrets of the most*' 
prominenl, most honored ati- . . 
MIS and has the power to db-^ " 
credit, even d^&oy» sbnott 
snyo^ The kind or sbo! 
and contempt for ioe law maB> 
if est in the King and Muham* ' 
mad eavesdrpf^ung beoomo 
almost inevitable wtai a man 
is left in a key job as Umg as . 
Boover has been. ^ 

fioover 4l 
thou^hSfd man,' vt oi 
oerced tboat tbemservaSon • 
of democracy and Sberty as 
his speeches suggest, he would 
kavc r^gned ^og ago. Ho , 
would not keep putting Presi> 
dents in the political bind sf 
deciding to kacp him ori 
lumociL 

B is ^ar Eoovor Bil i 
ist«Uiuu of liRipi^ oi ! 
does the Pt«sident mustorlto 
courage to say: "Veil Am^^fj- 
t^u good and laithflil serfttiL i 1 
Goodbye." 




too ^ioiff^7^M0 




t 0 



Do-e 

OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 




A ^ MR, TOI.SON 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ^ MR. MftfcLR>%_ 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ■^n.^BWH^'^ 



June 16, 1969 



'MR. CAtPER 
MR. CALLAHAN 
MR. CONRAD 



MR. rtLT 

Mr. Tolson wishes to have called tap. «ALe 



Mr. Hoover* 8 attention the to\\9m\x^iw%wH —-^hl^ 
First t •uLi.iv*ir_ii3_ 
The Attorney General (Kennedy) asked T*vEc-i^L_p 
a Bureau Official to oome to his „^ t^ottcT^—L 

office - he was considering placln©.R. jones 

a tele, surveillance pn' -Klng . (Julj^ CLE. ROOM , , , 

16, 1963. ) ^ • , l r.\ 



•«i SS HOLM E5 



The Bureau official (Bvans) talked mrs. metca^^ 

him out of It. at that time. M,.sc*Npv 

(July 25. 1963) 

Second ! ' ' ^ 

A little over a week later, AG Kennedy changed 
his mind and thought It 111 advised at that 
time to place a tele, surveillance on King. 

Third I 

On October 7, I963, THR REQUBSTED 
authority to place the tele.-Mrvelllance, 
and on October 10, 1963,rS5]^=6Vid the request. 



I- 

hwg 




., ..r,^r■•■^^c■u'.u;^M'.■^.■» 



10 JUN 24 1969 




JuM 19. 1969 \ 




Honorftbl« Splro T. Agnaw 
The Vice Preeldent 
tfMhlngton, 0. C. 

My dear Hr. Vice Preeidents 



1 - Hr. C. D. DeLoach 
X - Mr. W. C. SulllVMi 
1 - Mr. T. S. Bishop 
I - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. T. J. Peekln 

i 

BT UAISOM 



ALL INFORMATION COr]TA!M£D 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
■^ATFJl'. ;5>P/ BY 9P^J(^iU 




For your Inforaetlon there is enclosed 
a document regarding the eeoMunlat influence on 
Martin Uither King, Jr. , founder of the Southern 
Christian Uadarshlp Conference. This doctnent 
includes infoxaation regarding King's highly inoral 
porsonal bebaTior. 

A copy of this docinent has been fuxnisbed 
the President and the Attorney General. 

Sincerely yours, 

M 5 



Tolson _ 
DtLoodi 

Uohr 

Bishop _ 

Cancer 

Coiiohon . 

Conrod 

Felt 




TJD:f«h (7) ^ 

NOTE: t:ia«8iWed H^op Secret*' iBainfc 



tlon in this letter end 



/-j^.vj'*^ Rosen 
.", /. V, mt _ 



in the enclosure, if disclosed, could compromise Infoxmants and 



—Jeopardise the national security. See memorandum G. C. Moore td 
^r. W. C. Sullivan, dated 6/18/69 by TJD:f.h. ,tc.P HEfWrsOQi. 

E f 322i_-' 



TO 



OmOM«4 VOtM MD. %P 
,«Mr 1*41 IDIIIOM 

•ft* Mm «o ««o 17 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



Memorandum^pUTE IN ENVELOPE 




Mr. W. C. Sullivan 



V 



FROM . G. C. Moore 



SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
RACIAL HATTERS 



DATE: 6/18/69 

1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. T. J. Deakin 



Coiiohar 
Cor 1 03 - 

r^n 

Cole 



SuUivar 

Tflv»l 

Ttotr»r 

T«l«, Roorr . 

Holme* 

Gondy ..^^ 



This is to recommend attached document regarding 
conimijnist influence on Martin Luther King, Jr., be furnished 
the Vice President. 



a 




^3 

I— CJ 



CO ^ 

I 



Attached document was previously transmitted to the 
President and the Attorney General by memorandum dated 
y January 22 » 1969, approved by the Director* By memorandum 

Juine 16, 1969, the President, Vice President and the Attorney 
N General were furnished the facts concerning the telephone 
surveillance on the residence of Martin Luther King, Jr,, 
[authorized by former Attorney General Robert F* Kennedy. 
^In order to fully advise the Vice President of the background 
'^of Martin Luther King, Jr., it is suggested the attached '^\ffX ^ 
^document be given him. In view of the Vice President's A^J^^^"'^^ 
Co involvement in urban affairs this document should be of / 
interest to him. / 

It is also noted that by letter dated June 9, 1969, 
the Vice President thanked the Director for keeping him 
Informed by sending him a copy of 'Totential for Racial 
Violence - 1969." We will continue to inform the Vice 



— Lu li'^^^®^^^^ of significant developments in the racial field. 



That attached document regarding communist influence 
on Martin Luther King, Jr. , be furnished the Vice P resident. 
dThis mail should be returned to Mr. DeLoach' s office for 
Idellvery. i '° ^ 

Enclosiires - ^ ^ m^m^ 



100-106670 
TJD:fsh (6) 
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ICE OF DIRECTOR < 



MR. mjfi^m^ 

MR. Cimppm 



OFFICE OF DIRECTOR OELOACH 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

10:23AM June 20. 1969 

MARIoJj^OLDEN, CBS M orning 
I News New York^ telephoned from 

New York Clty^ 4nd asked to speak to _ 

the Director. She was offered the Zil'^y^ 
services of Assistant Director Bishop^n. 
Which she accepted. 



MR. C AI.L AHAN . 
MR. CONRAD — 

MR. FKLT 

MR. ^ALK — 



MR. TROTTER ^ 
MR. JONES 



^ Mr. Bishop advised that Miss Golden ^1^*^^^ "oj^^ 

carried on her program charges of **"* 



... ^ « „ MKT CALF 

former Attorney Generals Ramsey ^^^^^ 

Clark and Nicholas Katzenbach that 
the FBI had repeatly asked them to make a wiretap on 
Martin Lu theftaHnEL* She called to invite Director ot 
an FBI spokesman to answer these charges. She was 
advised that the FBI had r^rnnitnt to make and that 
the Jmie 19, 1969, edition of the Evening Star speaks 



ped ^-Wl » JUN 23 Hril 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 




1^ Attonwy Gtiml 
DIrectar, FB 



June 19, 1909 




ARTICLE FBOM THE iUKE 19» 1969 ISSUE Or **mE 
jEVENING STAR*** WASHINGTON. !>• C. ENmUSD. 
/*1QENG WOlETi^ ^Mk^ IPSAl 

Eaelosed la a copy of artlele vhieh appeared la 
today** aditlea el "The fivealas War. ** >^ 

7-' / ■// 



To] eon - - 
DeLoach 

Uohi 

Bishop 

CotptT 

Collohan ^ 
Con rod 

Fell 

Cole 

Boeen 
Sullivon . 

Tovel 

Trotter ^ 

Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Coi 



Eocloaora 

1 - The Depaty Atbiniaj .Q<n§nI - Sadoeort 
1 - Mr. Delioacfa Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Kshop - Enclosure * 
1 - Mr. Rosen - Enclosure 
1 - Bilr. Sullivan > Enclosure 
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K»MM^FBI 




TELETYPE UNIT I 




"^ King Wiretap 
Called RFK's Idea 



Hoover Cites 
2 Memos Giving 
Authority to FBI 

The Evrnini Sur .>»«ipatier Co I 

By JEREMIAH O'LEARY 

Star SiaSf Urritcr 

FBI Director J. Edgar Horner 
today disclosed that wiretap- 
ping of the Rev. Martin Luther 
Ki!i^*3 telephone was proposed 
t> Ihen Ally. Gen. Robert F. 
Kennedy to FBI officials m 
June )!^D3 and carried out with 
the signed authorization of Ken- 
nedy a ivw months later. 

Muover said the FBI has in its 
filtri^ two memorandums which 
make il clear that Kennedy 
conceived the idea of the wire^ 
tap on King and subsequently 
authorized the bureau to pro- 
ceed with the wiretapping on 
Oct. 10, 1963. 

Kennedy initiated the ides for 
the tap in a conversation with 
Counney Evans, then assistant 
director of the FBI and liaison 
officer between the agency and 
the Justice Department^ HoQiver 
tojd The Star today. 

Memorandufli Cited 

Hoover said the FBI has a 
memorandum in its files from 
Evans to Hoover, dated in June, 
1963. Evans reported that Ken- 
nedy said he was concerned 
about allegations that King was 
a student and bellevtr in Mani- 
ism. Kennedy, accordiag to the 
Evans meroormdum, expressed 
concern that Marxism might in- 
filtrate the race issue in the 
Uniied States because of King*s 
leadership of Negroes through 
h^s Southern Christian Legder- 
shio Conference. 

Evaiis reported in the memo 
tu the FBI director, Hoover 
saio, that the attorney general 
was aiirmed by alleged associ- 
atims t>etween King and a New 
Yorker with Marxist connec- 
tions. Kennedy asked Evans, 
the memorandm said, whether 
it would be feasible to install 



electronic devices to monitor 
King*s conversations in an ei- 
fjit to discover the extent of a 
f -^ssible threat to national lecu- 

Actordin;! to Evans' memo, 
the liaison man told Kennedy 

!h?rc were technical difficulties 
in installing such devices in th*» 
C5i:e of the Negro leader be- 
cause was a man who ^as 
a 1 most ccnstcTxtly traveling. 

Hoover told The Star that the 
FBI also told Kennedy at the 
time that they questioned the 
advisability of undertaking the 
electronic surveillance because 
of possible political repercus- 
sions. 

On October 7, 1963. however, 
following subsequent discussions 
Hoover said he sent a memo- 
Tandum t othe Attoriiey General 
in which he reported that it was 
DOW technically feasible to apply 
telephone wire taps to King's 
telephone at SCLC headquarters 
in Atlanta, Ga., and at an un- 
nam edaddress in New York 
City. This was. in effect, a 
request for authorization to pn^ 
ceed, the director said. 

\ Dated OcMer, IMS 

That Hoover memorandum 
bears the signature <tf ''Robert 
F. Kennedy*' in the lower left- 
hand comer over the hand- 
written date ''lO-lMS." 
1 Hoover made the bombshell 
! disclosure today as the climax 
|to a long series of charges and 
counter<hargei involviHg Jus* 
tice Department officials, the 
FBI and Star ooKuuiist Carl 
jRcwan over the mamier in 
which the conversatioos of King 
4^ere intercepted and taped by 
the Bureau. 

> Rowan charged in a column 
Sundry that the FBI had no 
puthority to wiretap or bug Dr. 
King's conversations and quoted 
I former Attorney General Ram- 
sey Clark as saying "the im- 
plication that people thought Dr. 
King was a security threat is 
outrageous/* 

The following day, Associatv 
FBI Director Clyde A. Tolson 
write a letter to Rowan in 
which he stated that the official 
wiretapping on Kink had the ad- 
vance approval of Kennedy. 




SEN. KOBERT F. KENNEDY MARTIN LVTHER XING 



"The Evening Star" 
Washington, D* C. 
June 19, ld69 
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TO 



UNi rill) STA'niS CiOVLRNMENT 

, . Memorandum 



/ 



DATE: 6/10/69 



FROM 



T. E. Bishop |-{ V 



C 



SUBJECT: CASSIUS MARCELLUS CLAY, JR. 
SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT 



MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 




/ 



f;LU^!FORrv^ATlo^'co.^TA(ro 

As you have been previously advised in connection with 
the wiretap disclosure in captioned case, my office received a number 
of calls from reporters, all of which were answered "no comment. " 

There is attached a particularly ridiculous and erroneous 
column by a young reporter named Larry Miller from the "Chicago 
Daily News. " You will note in the article he claims to have talked to 
me (Bishop) and to have asked eight questions, all of which were 
/ answered "no comment. " 

The facts are these: Miller talked to Lelnbaugh in my 
office and asked the first question, said he had several more, and it 
was explained to him politely but firmly that this matter was before the 
courts and that "no comment" whatsoever could be made concerning the 
matter. He became extremely rude and started assking additional 
questions and it was necessary to interrupt him and again teU him that 
the Bureau could not make any comment and that he was wasting his 
time and our time. During his attempts to interrupt and inject questions, 
he did not mention either the Director or the President. It was finally 
necessary to terminate the call. /o ^ zJ. ''Jf ^ 

XgS^^'"^ My office is instructii^ the SAC, ChiQtf f ^(Jj^ ^^SB*^ 

further business whatsoever with Miller. 



a 



B 
g 




information. 



1 - Mr, DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Jones 





(Mount Clipp ing in Spoce Below) 



j'sJji eede: zm 

Jl 



V o 



Urv\ \\\\\cv \\'WSin:zi'x\ phono Kmifu, in j Q. Is Ir the policy of the 

Wrr ::;o FBI i.ip rhe ; ^^^^^'^njs bounced j FBI lo tap the pbaae ofiia- 

phone- c: ;::r l;ue Rev! Dr. ! t:i^^*s'^»^>^i arci:nd. a special i Uonal leaders? 

Mr.rt::; 3,i::her Kin,- Jr »or i ^^^"'^-^^^ ^^^^^^^ A. (Pause) NocoamenL 

Don*: bo£hjr a>kin- the FBI. j ^V*'*^' iKnpjJoncd: ' 

Q. Why was Dr< Kin;;*s 
phone fappei]? 

A. No cor.i:uuni. 



i>:u I'u- FI>I !c: il sh'^i thiii 

I nrn:;vr :• :;. ilOL^.o::, the 
rr.l :::cJ "lor several 
Dr. Kir^, as a "possi- 
bii- fcO^uriiy risk.** hr.c! been 

In'jf: ^uccl by The ac-.r^ission, 
T.':^* ' D.Vily News calJeJ ihe 
b^rc iu's ht-actquaners i n 
Washin.nron. 

AFTER A typical! 



Q. Dul J. i:d;;ar JIuover 
approve? 
A. No tomn.em, 

Q, Was Dr. Kinj; coo* 
sidereU a &cci!7iiy risk? 
A. No coiDineni. 

Q. If 50, why? And liy 
wtiom? 
A. No comiJienL 



Q. Does this indcde : 
senators * and con- 

^■ressr.H'n? 
A, (\.on'A Pause) No com* 



Q. Docs It iAcluiic the 
Prcsidcm? 
A. (Longer Pause) No 

Q. Docs it indudC' J.-. 
Edgar Hoover? f 

A. (U)n;^csi Pausc)j I'm 
afraid I can'i help you on 
ihatone.. 



ftamFORMATlONCONTWHtD 
mm IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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6o7 ^ 



(Inatcal* patja, nam* «! 
nmw»ftft. City ««« •Mi*.j 



ciiiCAoo DAILY rr:. 
CHICAGO, ILL WO IS 



Edtuon; BLUE STriF.'.K 

E4Mof:R0Y II. ri.'"r.i 

TtU«: 

DR. ^w>7ir lut::E?. 

-KIT'G J'l. 

or 

ClOMlilcoUon: 

Sutaimtnq Oi<tc«: C'.IICAr.O 



June 19, 1969 





ALL iriFQRMATION CONTAINED 
HERlI^^ is UmCLASSIFIED 



Tour letter of June 9th faa8 been received. I& reply to 
yoar laqolries, information concerning the alleged eomamnlit affilia> 
tioDfi of ISartln Luther King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be 
released because of a DepoMment of Justice order regardli^ all mat- 
ters of a coofidential nature. I regret I am unable to be of help to 
you la this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 



i. £d8ar Hoover 



MAIUDC 

JUNi319fia)Ti 

COMM-FBI 



Bufiles contain no Information identifiable with correspondent. 



ToU 

DeLooch . 
- Mohr . 



CEE:jl6 (S) 



Bithop 

i^-i^— Co«p#r , 
— CoUohan , 

F.j,_ 

i!{r> Cal* 

i':.-^ Rosen — 
SuiJivon 



och 



Tovel . 
Tcowef 
Tei. 
Holmes 
Candy 



s. Room ^ 

me* ^> / ^ 

idy I^A*--^AIL ROOM L—J TELETYPE UNIT L_J 




( 



TRUE COPY OME-^^-L^-*^"^ {,^'7^ 



Harrisonburg Va 
June 9 - 1969 



Federal Bureau of Investigations 
Public Relations Dept — 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 



I have read or heard that Doctor Martin Luther^ng was Associated 
or Friendly to some Communist Front Organizations -- Did this information 
come from Investigation by the F. B. I. Is it possible to secure A copy of Report 
if True. Or can I Find it in a Library under what Title - Thanks — 





larrisonburg - Va 
22801 



6 



REC17 /^--^iJi/^.^^^^f^' 



Q 



1 

■4 



1 RtCVT* ^ /^^^ 




Lsteviiie. North &>oUiia 18803 ALL INFORMATION C0NTAl(5£|i^ 
^'^^) — HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 




•nclosart. 



I have reeelTtd your totter of Jimo Sod, with 



i 

N 

p. i 



In reply to your Inquiry, information ooncorninff 
allogsd eommunist affiUntlons (rf Martin X.uthor King, idiothor 
substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department 
of Justice Order regarding all maaers of a confidenaai nature. 
For the same reason, I am unable to furnish you any data relating 
to the other statements In your tnelosurt. I regret I cannot be of 
help to you in this instence. 



Sincerely yours, 
J. EdgMT Hoonr 




^ le^ontainnolnforniatlon identifiable with correspondent or 

—1^ IBI^hBIHHHHHP. The enclosure is a pamphlet concerning 
"7 ^ J Martin Luther King and other members of the Southern Christian Leader- 
' ship ComereQCe who are well known to the Bureau. This pamphlet is dis- 
tributed th(^;;JC2^^^ Antt-Coinmunist Committ^ ol^CjumecUcut which 
is well known tome Bureau as a rabid antQeommunist group. 

^ ■ . '. 
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CD TELeTYre tiNir^_l * 
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ALLlNFORMATlONCOiiTAlNEO 
HEREIN IS UNCUSSiFiED 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 

District of Columbia 

Gentlemen: 



I recently received the enclosed 
Luthei*^King and scMae of his associates I 

Whenever I receive such information, I always raise the 
question as to whether or nor the facts are true. 

Oo your files, in any degree, substantiate the statements 
made in the enclosed bulletin? 




,ncIosur^ 





A TRIBUTE TO THE 



R^. b^v MARTIN LUTHER KING 



Founder of the Southern 
Christian Leadership 
Conference 

Winner of the 1964 
Nobel Peace Prize 




The New Yorfc City 
Gold Medil Awwd 

Time Ma o izine Man 
of the Yew- 

UnivenMty of Bridgeport 
Honorary Degree 



The assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. has brouqht to light some importint points to 
ponder regarding his life and death. 

What was Martin Luther King's true role in the civil rights and interacial scene? His role may very well heve 
been, unwittingly e transitional one - both peace and violence. 

Martin Luther Kin g attended the Hi g hlander Folk School in 1957 at Monteagle. Tenn., a successor to the 
Communist-controlled Commonwealth College, which was co-founded by Don West, district director, of the 
Communist Party of North Carolina and Myles Norton, an activist with the Young Communnt League. (See 
House Committee on Un-American Activities, Testimony of Paul Crouch, May 6, 1949, pp. 191, 193.) 

Martin Luther Kin g 's close friends at the Highlander Folk School were Carl and Anne Braden, both identified 
Communists ; Abner W. Berry of the central committee of the Communist Party; and James A. Dombrowslcy, 
also an identified Communist. 

Martin Luther Kin g 's chief advisors in the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) are Rev. Rat ph 
Abernathy, close friends and associates, now to be King's successor: the Rev. Andrew Young, SCLC program 
.director; the Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth . ari officer in SCLC; ''Jack'' Hunter Pitts O'Oell, twice aid in SCLC; 
and Bayard Rustin, a consultant wA one-time ''secretary to Dr King/' 

Wh9 is the Rev. Ralph Abernath y? The Rev. Ralph Abernathy received his trainin g in ctvil ri g hts aotution at 
the Hi g hlander Folk School . He also signed a petition along with leadin g Communist on behalf of Cart Braden, 
an identified Communist who was convicted of contempt of Congress and received a one year jail sentence. 

Who is the Rev. Andrew Youn g? Rev. Young, program director of SCLC, was the administrator of the 
Dorchester Center in Liberty County, Ga. Rev. Young was trained at the Hi g hlander Folk School Hunter Pitts 
0*Dell, an identified Communist did some work at Rev. Young's Dorchester Canter. (See Atlanta Constitution , 
July 24, 1963, pp. 1, 7.) 

Who is the Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth? Rev. Shuttlesworth, a vice president of the SCLC, is the president of the 
Southern Conference Education Fund which is the successor to the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, 
a cited Communist front. Who is Hunter Pitts O'Deil? Hunter Pitts O'Dell or ''Jack" H. O'DeM was identifiid 
as the di strict director for the Communist Party in New Orleani , in hearings before the U5. Senate Internal 
Security Subcommittee - (see New York Times> Sept 15, 1956, p. 54.) 



\.£V. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KxAG * 

Who is Bayard Ruatin? Bayard Rustir), King's "lecrctary", was an admittad mambar of the Young Communist 
Uagua (YCL). (New York Timet, Aug. 20, 1963, p, 2.) As s professed conscientious objector ha, aarvad 26 
months in federal prisons. Rustin has worked closely with the War Resisters League, Liberation magazina. Iht 
Medical Air to Cuba Committee, the Committee for Non-Vioient Action (CNVA) and other extreme leftist 
groups. In Sept., 1963, while in Richmond, Va., Rustin luggenad "that nxore bloody Negro suffering thouM be 
encouraged so that squeamish Northern Negroes would ba horrified into line . . " - Richmond Nawa-Laader . 
Stpt, 27, 1963. 

Martin Luther Kin o in addition to allowing Communist influence in his movement, attempted to couple the 
chril rights question with foreign policy imas e^Mcially Vietnam. Rafarring to our position in Vietnam King 
called the United States 'The worst purvayor of violanca in the world today." (An outright untruth that follows 
the Communist fondest dream. Note this does not fraa people, but anilayas.) 

Martin Luther King and his wife since 1966 were active 1r. headlining of mass peace demonatration - including 
^ mass demonstration of April. 1967 in Central Par*- . here the American flag was burned, and at the 
United Nations. These demonstrations have been manipulated by the Communist Party and Hs front groupa. 
At one time King planned to travel to North Vietnam as a self-appointed diplomat - a violation of the Logan 
Act, to seek so called "peace" (surrender, of South Vietnam - No. 1 Red tacticl. 

Martin Luther King aasaited the 1964 airlift of a relief force to release hostage missionaries who ware being 
burned and raped while being held by the Congolese'rebels. (Why would a fellow Christian Minister assail such 
an act of mercy?) 

» 

Martin Luther Kin g's ''non-violence" and '^ivil disobedience" involved disruptions and brealcing ¥vhatever laws 
the movement feels it is above. Law and order is subverted through draft resistance, tying up traffic, sit-ins and 
nnaas breaking of federal state and city laws which have resulted in violence* arson and looting. (A main Red aim.) 

What did the Memphis marches have to do with racial issues? Martin Luther King and his aides turned a sanitation 
man's strike * a labor dispute - into a massive disruptive, destructive civil rights riots. 

What may be in store for America? Ballots or bullets? If Martin Luther King's assassination marks a turning of 
the corner into open guerrilla warfare by certain extreme "black power" groups, the country will be in perilous 
times. Such guerrilla warfare oriented groups include the Student Non-Viotent Coordtnat'tn g Committee (SNCC) 
Wevolution Action Movement (RAM), the Ma lcolm X. Societ y. You can also expect other groups to defend the 
above mentioned onas - such CORE. SANE, Womaas Strike for Peace , Internationat Lea g ue for Peace end 
Freedom, W.E.B. DuBots Clubs , N on Violent Coordinatin g Committee , Students for a Democratic Society wnA 
tf>e Communist Party . 

Is there reat hope for lasting racial harmon y? The different races in America are her strength and glory. There is 
no color bar for hatred. The issue in America is not of black power or white power but of whether we have the 
God power which unites rather than the hate-power which can divide and d^oy. We were alt meant to waik 
the earth as the daughters and the sons of God. 

*The Communists are constantt y encoufaging class stru ggle, trying to increase social, economic, and political 

tensions. To them class struggle is an agency for pronvoting communism" J. Edgar Hoover "Masters of Deceit", 

p. 317, Could it be true what J. Edgar Hoover reiterates, that Martin Luther King is the most notorious liar 
in this country? 

Free copies on request of this circular or background on the above mentioned groups contact: Citizens Arttt* 
Communist Committee of Conn., PO Bpx 1780, Bridgeport, Conn. ^ yr- . 

r^jT^r Af^x^^^/ ^^^y^^X --^ 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 



— 'I- 



INFORMATIVE NOTE 



Dai«' , 



6/6/69 



The attached pertains to a newspaper 
Inquiry of Coretta King, widow of the 
late Martin Luther King, Jr., concerning 
recent publicity about a wiretap on the 
phone of King. This publicity was in 
connection with the Selective Service 
case trial of Casslus Clay* Mrs. King 
sought the advice of Stanley Levison 
through her travel companion Benita 
Bennette. I*evlson was a secret member 
Of the Communist Party as late as 1963^ 
and a principal advisor to King. .^-^^ 

In view of the sensitive nature of 
the Bource^ no dissemination is being VJ^ 



CEC°:cbs 





i: J clTnlte 




WA...24 



FBI NEW YORK/ 
PW / \ 



I 9-00 



URGENT 6-€*69 WPK 



^ TO DIREC/OR 100-106670 (CODE) 





Mr. Mohr 
Ifr. Bishop 
Mr. Casper 

Mr. Corxr 
Mr, Fell 
Mr. Gbl^-Ti 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. SuUiv 
Mr. Tavel 



4ri \£< \ Mr. Tavel ^ ' 

// jL/tt^^ 1 Mr. Trotter 

ATTTENTION domestic intelligence division TpJe. Room 



Tele- Boon 
Miss H imes- 
Hiu Gandy- 



MXKZX F^ROn NEW YORK 
martin LUTHER KING, JR. SM-C (GO-ATLANTA), 



*^^"^*S^5fRITY I^TTER - COMMUNIST 



FOLLOWING INFORMATION RECEIVED FRONI 



JUNE SIX INSTANT, CLASSIFY "SECRET". 
ON JUNE SIX INSTANT, A PERSON BELIEVED ^0 BE /BENITA 




BENNETTE, AN AIDE TO CORETTA KING, TOLD STANLEY>^ISON THAT 
JOHN MC AULIFFE, RESPRESENTaTI VE OF "NEWSDAY", A LONG ISLAND, 
NEW YORK DA Iiy NEWSPAPER, HAD CALLED AND WANTED CORETTA*S f 
REACTION TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: ONE) DID DR. (MARTIN ' 
LUTHER) KING KNOW HIS TELPHONE WAS TAPPED? TWO) WAS IT HIS ^^^^^:^?^] 
HOME PHONE, OFFICE PHONE OR BOTH? THREE) WHY WAS THE TELEPHONE 
TAPPED? 




NOT A 



LEVISOM, WHO APPEARED TAKEN BAKC, REPLIED THAI SHE SHOULD 
NSWER EACH QUESTION BUT THAT SHE STO-UHR SAY "HE HAD NO 



WAY OF KNOWING IF HIS PHONE WAS TAPPED AND, AS TO WHY, THAT 

1 M^ 12 1969 

QUESTION SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THE FBI AND THE JiEPARTMENT OF 



JUSTICE". 
END^GE^IIE 




dassificd by So^i^ 
Exempt from CDS. Categwf 
Pate of Dechaificatlo n InA^b^jTJ^ /^l 7 



55JUN231969 



ML OELOACH FOR THE OIRECTOR 




0^ 



PAGE TWO 

BENNETTE BROUQHfUP THE MATTER OF RESCHEDULING A MEETING 
ON THURSDAY, JUNE TWELVE AND LCVISON AGAIN BROUGHfUP THE 
REQUEST FROM THE - NEWSDAY" REPRESENTATIVE, HE STATED, "THE 
SECOND PART SHOULD BE 'THE QUESTION WHY WAS THE TEl^HONE 
OF DR. KING TAPPED IS CERTAINLY A SERIOUS QUESTION, A SERIOUS 
AND SIGNIFICANT QUESTION. IT HA« TO BE DIRECTED, HOWEVER, TO 
THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THE FBI.'" 

BENNETTE REPLIED " AND THE OTHER PART 'HE WOULD HAVE NO 

WAY OF KNOWING HIS PHONE WAS TAPPED,'* ^ 
yMEMO 

NO LHM BEING SUBMITTED. 

END 

WA,,.LRC 

FBI WASH DC 



' I 



FROM 



'SUBJECT: 



OritOH*.L IOt« MO l» 

MAT It*) IDlTtOM 

»»M Cf«i WC MO iw 



UNITED STATES GcWeRNMENT 

Memorandum 




Toi r-on 



ilr. 



Galje -p 



DATE: June 9^ 1969 



ColtaKur, 

r*4! 

Cfll 
Ronen 



A. B. 

CASSIUS kiARCELLUS CIAY, JR. 
SEUECTIVZ: SERVICE ACT 



rtnyo — 

I ^ Ronen ' Z^^ 

^ f J»\t, Room 



Candy . 



The information set forth in the Washington Post / 1 
of June 8, 1969^ concerning the testimony of FBI Agent Li'/ jt 

Robert Nichols is erroneous. The Post article indicated^, ^^f?-^^^ 
that "confirmation that Dr. King's home phone was tapp^a-^ 
from 1964 until around the time of his assassination 
April 4, 1968, came from FBI Agent Robert Nichols. Asked 
if the tap continued until the assassination date^ Nichols 
nodded.** 

Special Agent Nichols stated that he answered 

all questions orally, an(^ that he never nodded his head 
in response to a question by the defense. According to 
Agent Nichols, he was asked by the defense if the surveillance 
of Dr. King was running up to April, 1968, to which Special 
Agent Nichols responded that he did not know the exact date 
the surveillance v;as discontinued because he was not on the 
icase after ilay, 1965. 

According to Assistant Special Agent In Charge 
(ASAC) Hetherington, the United States Attorney and the 

i Assistant United States Attorney, both of whom were present 
in the court, stated Special Agent Nichols did not answer 
any question by nodding his head. 

ACTION ; 

The foregoing is submitted for Information. 




1 - Ur. DeLoach 
1 - Ur. Viohr 
1 - Jlr. Bishop 
1 - nr. Gale 
1 - ilr. Eddy N\;^<vyi^^ 



^^jgNOT KECOHDED 



JON 20 5369 




PKKS. KliiC. UNIT 



LM ! S i A l i:n (aC .KNMKNT * 

t 



TroMvr .^-^-^ 



Memorandum 

TO Mr, DeLoach' " date: 6/9/69 

yPKOM : T.E.Bishpr^ INFORMATION COCTWN^^"^ 

subject: CASSIUSlJlARCELLUSCLAy, jr.. ^^i^Ii^^RY^^^^ ' 

SELECTIVE SERA^E ACT DATE2J2=^i — BT J^V^^ ** ^ 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 6i)'74 - * W 

SECURITY MATTER - C ^ | . H >rv 

As is known, disclosures were made in the court case 
involving Cassius Clay in Houston, Texas, to the effect that the FBI had , 
wiretaps on Martin Luther King and Elijah Muhammad of the Black 
Muslims which were monitored by FBI Agents. 



j 



As a result of these disclosures, Bishop's office received a 
very large number of inquiries late on Thursday, 6/5/69, and all day 
, Friday^ 6/6/69, from news media concerning this matter. They wished 
I to know if these wiretaps were authorized by the Director's superior, the ^ 
/ Attorney General, how long they continued, etc* Bishop's office has ^ 
maintained a policy of not commenting in answer to these inquiries but 
ihas referred newsmen to testimony of the Director before the House Sub- ^ 
'committee on Appropriations, going back to. 3/4/65 and continuing through g 
Ihis testimony on 2/23/ 68, On each occasion in his testimony Mr. Hoover g 

ihas stated the number of wiretaps then being operated by the FBI, has ^ 
pointed out that each is authorized in writing by the Attorney General, ^ 
and that each of them is in the internal security field. By referring ttie < 
newsmen to this testimony, the point is made crystal clear that none of % 
the wiretaps are done on the Director's authority but are all approved g 
by the Attorney General then in office. 

It is also noted that on the evening of 6/7/69 a spokesman 
for the Department of Justice, in referring to the matter discussed in 
Mr. Hoover's testimony, as stated above, has made the statement that 
"Mr. Hoover's testimony is accurate in every respect, " thus confirming 
Mr. niM>vor's tosliniony. /Q /j ^ -7 

UECOMMENDATION: REC0PI>ED' ^^^^ 

Bishop's office wiU continue^a j^licy Of no comment^ioiTtiiis 
matter but will continue to refer inquirers to Mr«.Jioover*s- testimony— 
as set out above. 

1 ^ Mr. DeLoach 1 • Mr* SoUlvan 



as set out above. , , j£ ^^^^Jji-j-^V 

1 ,1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. SuUivan ^ ^^^^ JJ ' 

**-**'W|/8r^^e . 1- Mr. Jones >p /\ 



TEB:nHs / -r 
(6) ^ 



f 



Juiw 9, 1969 



ALL INFORIMTIOH CDl^iUlNED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



I received your letter of Jane Ind and appreciate 
your generoue remarka eoacenilag my admlniatratioii of tbla Barean. 

« *w « reapect to your request. Information concern- 

ing the alleged eommunlat affiUattona of Martin Luther King, whether 
wbstantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department of 
Justice order regarding aU mattera of a conHdenttal nature. I rearet 
I am not able to be of help to you. 




Sincerely yoarSf 
7. Edgar Hoover 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
FMG:Uk (3) 
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To J eon _ 
DeLooch , 

Mohr 

Bishop _ 
Casper 
CaJ]ahan . 

Conrod 

PeJi 

GaJ* 

Bosen 
Suiitvon 
Tove) 
Trotier 
Tele. Room 
HoJmes 
Gandy 



JUN9 1969 

jCOMMfBi 



« 

t b i 

line BOuw 




Iteletype unitEZ] 



TRUE COPY 



Mr J Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I. 

Washington D. C. 
Dear Mr Hoover: 



b"l(^jWfR!Sdefdale^lorida 3^^^^ 
June 2, 1969 ^^jik/^ 

ALLINFORI/iAllGaGOiaAiriLD 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEaii3a±-BYi£ifJfia^ 



It is a great comfort, in this time of unrest and 
turmoil to know that you are so well "on the job" 

Your information on some of M. L. Kings top com- 
panions & speech writers must surely be brought out at the proper 
time. Please keep this before Congress and the President as well 
as testify about all you know about King if Congress brings up the 
celebrating of his birthday - as a National Holiday - 

Too few people know of this situation and I'm afraid 
swallow all the "good" hook, line & sinker 



information 



Please make everything that you can, general public 



Paul Scott is writing some fine editorials which 
should shake people awake. 

Thank you for your outstanding service to our country - 
Yours truly 

/6/ wtmttmm ^ i L^j 



\ 



< 




4. ^ ^j^^dk^W^c 



Mr. To! son 

M--.hr 




1 





M>. Casper- 
Mr. C:'.r.**ban 

I Mr. Conrad ^ 

; Mr. Felt 

I Mr. Giilc 



\ Mr. K<'Pon 

Mr- Saliivan 

Mr. Tavcl 

Mr. If T 

Tele. Ro'tm 

Miss Huinu-s 

Miss Gantry 




.1/ 



tt-uHt^ ^TtC^ ^'Vt^-c^L.^-^ 




x' 



1 



May 18, 1969 



1 - Mr. |/>iig 




form* sisai 



ALL i.'!r0fJ;,:iT<2,;.:f.,.Tr-.rr, 



Tolfton — 
D«Lo(icti . 
Mohr . 
Bishop — 

Collohon , 

r.n 

Cole 

Rosen — 
Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trot«*r 
T«le. 

G4^dy . 



This Is to ockaowlodgo roeoipt of your lottor 
rocotved at this Bureau on Hay 26, 1969. 

lOr your InforMatlon, the Federal Bureau of 
investigation Is an investigative ars of the United 
States Departaent of Justice, and the results of 
investigation conducted by this Bureau are furnished to 
the Departnent of Justice. If you have any further 
questions, you aay desire to coanuaicate directly with 
Br. Jerris Leonard, .iksslstant Attorney Osneral, Civil 
Rights Division, United States Departaent of Justice. 
Washington, D. C. 20530. 

Tou aay be assured that this Bureau will 
endeavor to fully discbarge its Investigative 
responsibilities in all aatters cob lag within our 
Jurisdiction. 

tlneerely yours, 

J. £dgar Hoover 

John idgar Boover 
Director 



RSL:Jav 
(3) 



JMAtLED St 

MAY 2 8 1969 

COMM-FBi 



so MOn PiGB TWO 



0' 




TELETYPE UNIT (ZD 



( 

( 



WOTEt 

^IHHI^V dlrf>ct«d a latt«r to thU Bur«au 
•■king several questions as to thajfartiB Luther Kins, Jr.. 
iDTestiffatlon. We are advising AHM^^^hat If he has 

any questions concerning the investlgatioR^e is to conusi- 
cate directly with the Departaent. 



Based upon available data 
Identifiable in Bureau files. 



^BOt 



- 2 - 



i 




Rorthridge, Calif* 



9X324 



kr* HoOTer« 

Lost Americana have peacefully aocepted the 
outcome of the isreatigation and trial 



c 

of the killer of klartin Luther King* I 



haven^t* 

Kay didn't act alone » did he? What 
about the man named "Raoyl" who a imply 
dfteeapeared from the proceedinga? Why 
thia reluctance to fully probe the truth? 

Come to think of it^a lot of anericana 
are through vith thia peacefull acceptance- 
the handling and auppreaaing €if the King 
caee ia juat another factor In giving up 



hope for peaceful change* Pleaee an aver Ay 



apecific queatio 




4-22 (R.v. 



Federal Bureau of Investigotion 
Records Brani^ 



. 19. 



6524 




-^N^Hff^earching Unit • Room 6527 
I — ^tt Service Unit 
I I Forward to 

1 1 Mixtion 

1 i=^neturn to 




Room Ext. 



Ty pe o! Relerences Requested: 

j R>gtjlQr Request (Analytical Search) 
■— -T AH Relerences (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
[Subversive References Only 
I Nonsubversive References Only 
1 Main _ References Only 



Ty pe of Seorch Requested: 

D Restricted to Locality of 



Exact Nome Onl y (On the Nose) 
Buildup I I Variations 




Sub j 
Birthd 
) Address 



Localities 
R< 



Searcher y_J|( 
Initials . 



Piod. 



SERIAL 





( 




MAILED 10 

WAY 2 8 1969 

COMMFBI 



fa rtply to jour letter vhicb I received on 
May 23rd, Information concerning the alleged communist afOl- 
iaUons of Mkrtln Luther Slog, whether substantiated or not, 
cannot be released because of a Department of Justice order 
regarding all matters of a confidential nature. I regret I can- 
not be of help to you In this Instance. 

nncerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 



NOTE: On basis of available data, correspondent is not identifiable 
In Bufiles. 



FMG:llk (3) 



Tolson 



Btvhop _ 
Cosper ^ 
Collohon . 
Conrod ^ 

Felt 

CoJe 

Rotef) 

Su U ivan . 
ToveJ 
Trolter 
Tel 

Gcmdy 



i*. RoO[T> 

Zff^m\tly^^ teletypewhitO 




TRUE COPY 



To Whom It May Concern: 



K it is, not confidential information, I would like to know if the late 
Marti n T<ithpr*ying ..was in any way connected with the Communist Party. Is 
fttrue that he attended the Highland School of Tennesee which is supposedly 
Communist inspired. 

The reason I want this information is to settle a dispute with a group 
of individuals with whom I work with. I graciously will accept any information 
given to me. 




J 



Sincerely yours, 




1KF0R;.1ATI0M COiWINEC 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



-15 /^^/^x^ , ^ ss'i;^ 




^ ^ yt^^ e'^<'^^<^'^J^ 








May 19, I960 

AIRMAIL 

SPECUL DELIVERY 




'oniM M087 



.... i 




&i reply to yoar tetter of Iby 10th, vtth •neteaur*, 
teformatlQa In oar fUes must be maintained as confidential porn- 
ant to regolatlona of the Department of Jastlee. No Congreasman 
has aeeesB to the inve8tiga^ve files of the FBI. ^ 

Sincerely yours, 

Edgar Hoover . ; • i.,r»o: . 

TOTETTSi the basis of available informaUon, correspondent'cannDt 
be Identified in Bufiles. Correspondent's enclosed self -addressed, stamped 
envelope being utilized in reply. 



MAtl-EQS 

MAY 191969 

COMM>FBI 



Tolson ^ 
DeLooch . 
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Bishop _ 
Cesp«r _ 
CsUohon 
Conrod . 

Pelt 

Cole 

Rosen 

SuUl vq: 

Tovej 
Tro 
Tti 
Holmes 
Cordy , 



V 



(L 



MAIL ROOM CD TELETYPE UNIT CII] 




SUNNYVALE. CAUPORNIA »40%7 

May 10, 1969 




J. Edgar HooTer, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D* C* * . 

Dear Mr. Hoorer. 

There is a statement In the ^rlcan Opinion BiograDhical 
Dictionary of the Left , Vol* I, which Representative John M* 
Ashbrook, Republican, Ohio, ^, *Hr» Hoover (J, Edgar) is privy 
to many confidential reportf r^r. :■ r» King^s activities just as I a&, 
and while their nature caj|^ t bt disclosed, I can say without equivo- 
cation that Martin Luthe 2 Ting joes not want nor can be stand a pub- 
lic airing of his ^record. I ca-ii rest my case against King with the 
public oitterances and actions of this man and any revelation of 
confidential matters is entirely unnecessary*" 

I would like two questions answered, please: (1) Does Rap* J* M« 
Ashbrook have access to confidential files in the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation? and, (2) Who does have access to these filesi Members 
of Congress or members of Congressional Committees? Who? 



I would appreciate this information as soon as possible, 
is my self-^addressed air mail special delivery envelope. 



Enclosed 




Thank you very much. 




4-312 (Ra«. 1.16-62) ^ 



Date of Mail _ 



Has been removed and placed in the Special File Room of Records Branch. 



See File 66-2554-7530 for authority. 



Subject JUNE MAIL 




Removed By 98 MAY 27^969 

File Number 



Permanent Serial Charge Out 



e 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFOR?miQN SHEET 



Pflpc(s) v^itiihcld entirely el this location in the file. One or more of the following statements^ where 
indicated^ explain this deletion. 



D Deleted under exemption's) 



with no se^gable 



DBterial available for release to vou. 



Q Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

O Infonr^aiion pertained only to a third party. Vour name is listed in the title only. 



□ DocuiT^cnt^s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct tesponse to you. 



Page(s») referred for consultation to the foltov^ing government agency(ie5>; 



as the information originated with them. You witl 



be ad\ i&ed of availabilitv upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Papers) withheld for the following reasonts): 



5^ For your infonr.ation: . ^^ iJi M£ , 

^ W'/t h e. S^Af-t At A /a^^ . ' ' 



Cj Th(- foUowinf: number is to be used for reference regardins these paces: 



XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 
x-xx-xxx 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

\ DELETED PAGE(S) $ 

$N0 DVPUCATION FEE \ 

X FOR TH!? PAGE X 
X'X'X^XWXX'XXX'X'XX'XX'X'X'X 
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New Tork^ Kew York 10025 



Umj 7, 1069 



In reply to yoar letter of Maj Ind, Informatioii 
concerning the alleged commonUt afflliatlone of Martin Lather 
King, whether eubetantlatecl or not, cannot be released becaoae 
of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a 
confidential nature. For the aame reason, I am unable to furnish 
jou any information relating to your other inquiries. I regret I 



am-uaable to be of help in this instance. 

MAIL£D 10 



MAY 7 -1969 

COMM-FBI 




CHacerdy yours, 

J, Ediar Hoover 



NOTE: On the basis of available information, correspondent cannot be 
identified in Buflles. The Southern Conference Educational Fund, with 
headquarters in Loui&vllle, Is the successor to the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare which has been cited as a communist-front organization. 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, formerly headed by King, now 
headed by Reverend Ralph Abernathy , Is welTknbwn to the Bureau. 
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TELETYPE UNIT 
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Hew York, N.Y. 10025 
lUy 2, 1969 



Federal Bureau of Inveatigatlon 

Pepartment of Justice 
Washington t D«C. 

o 

Re: MARTIK LDTHEIt U)iG» Jr. (Dec*d) 
Gentlemen: ^ 

In various publications I have read that the late 
Martin Luther King, Jr., bad been identified aa a member of 
something like 60 (sixty) organisations that had, in turn, 
been identified as Cotanuniat fronts* In this connection, I 
have the following questions « 

1. Do you know if Martin Luther King, Jr., vas at any 

time a member of the Communist Party? 

♦ 

2. Has the organization known as the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference been identified as "Communist front" or 
subversive in any way? How about the Southern Christian Edu* 
cational Fund? 

3- If the answer to either of the above two questions 

is affirmative, as well as confirmatory regarding the report 
mentioned in my first paragraph, please provide the names of 
a few other Communiat front organisations (determined by prorn^ 
inence, activity, etc*) of uhlch Mr. King vas a member. 

Thanking you In advance. 





ASPrs 



J 




/'^ X • ^...nMTA.MCn.otP.^^; 



r 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEIio^^" 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 





Carolina t8X44 



I have MceWed jm Utter of April 25th. wlOi reflpaet 
Id four Inquiries concerning the aettrittes of Mutia Luther King, infor- 
mation contained in our files ^nist be maintained as «*m*i«<iti*fiM In 
accordance with regalatlons of the Department of Justice and I am nnable 

to refer yott to any source vUch can ftmlshttie data yon desire. I regret 
1 eannot be of help to yon. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Gclgar j&wvor 

ALL ^FORMATION CONTAINED 

mm IS uNcussiFiEo 

NOTE; Bufiles reveal that on ______ 

>1967, vas on a list oT prospec tive members of the Knights of 
Fux Klan, m^^mmmj^^g^ ^or^ Carolina. 



tbeKu 





not furtber identified. 
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'Pto'^ckT^ol "CJ^i -r^^a '-)i'> r\ -f Tr'\r r» *^ + ;J +-1 pr» 




c^oi 1 <-vi.T*^r^ ^""ort^ H'^.TT^l. -^r 5> ?^i>^4 



+ 4' T T.'^K^Y'-i ^ lii- tv ^ ove r^n^v/ere^ ? f rrs ?=:i'b1e, Ts there 
a sovrce that I could turn to that disproves his loyalty 
to the United St^ites, or th-^^t he received aid frorr: the 

^v>T<^ ^jpr^-^v^ -f- r> hotter T^c^rf '''' vr^^''^ ^'ho ■n'^c^tor cf* 

fiT*^t P^^'^ + oc^-^ '-I >--j- ni--,^ r»i^v» ^ r^-t- + ov>.^ ^ ^ ■»■} + V> ^ir*p»rj 



/ 



ALL mrORMATlON COtlTWfSED 
HERON IS UNCLASSIRED ^^ 



I, 




MAY 1 196S 



AprUtO, 1999 






ALL INFORMATION CONTWNED^ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
0ATE£iiSi£L_BY5jfi^ 

I rmrj much apprecUte your kind ■estlmtnt and eompllmtn« 
tary remarks rtlatUe to my adrntiUatnitloii of tlUi Bureao Ib your totter «f 
April tlat. 

At a presa conference on November 18, 1964, 1 made the 
•tatement that Martin Lather King waa the moat notorloua Uar la the 
country, t did to becaiaae he had froaaly distorted the facta coneemliv 
car Special Agenta handling civil righte inveatlgatloaa In the South. I am 
vnable to answer your other queatlons about him as Information In the fUea 
of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accordance wtlh regain- 
tlona of the Department of Justice. ^ 

You may desire to write your Congressman for^y aaalat- 
ance he can afford yoo regarding any congreaalonal InveatlgatlflBa or 
reporte. ^ > 



MAIIJED22 

APR 2 9 1969 

^ ' COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yoara, 

J. Edgar E6ov« 



NOTE: BufUes disclose 
'' communist threat. Bew 



vasmi 



has written in past eiq;)resslng concern for the 

- ^rnished printed material on 8/31/65. On 

8/26/66 he was f Iven a Miss Gandy reply which appeared appropriate in view 

— » ^ the controversial nature of lila, letter and his extreme anU-communiat i^j£VB. 

f-^MG:.}- (S) f ' , .-.•i ^ - * ■ ■ <f^^ 
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Gole 

noaen 

SMlHir«n 

TmI 

Trott»r 
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Holipe* ^ 

Goftdy 
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April 21, 



196 



V 



Director J. Edgar 
Federal Bureau of 
Waahington, C. 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 



Hoover 

InTeatigatioa 





Mr. 'Caspar 
Mi. CaT-ahan 
Wr. Cnnrad . 
Mr. FrV 
Mr. Ga 
Mr. K 

Mr. Tavc 

Mr. Trotter_- 

T«lc. Room 

Miss Holxnes„ 

In our local newspaper, ttift WAILT REPO RT, circulation over 30,00^Miss Oandy. 
there has been quite a coniroTersy lately about SeT« Martin Luthi 
King. As you are probably aware, there was a move^ere in the sXMij^ 
legislature to have April ^ declared Martin Luther Kin g Day, but the 
■ove was blocked by two legislators who are aeaberisi' of the John Birch 
Society* 

Some feel that Dr, King should be rated with Waahington, Carver and 
Lincoln; others are not so sure. About two years ago I read a state^ 
aent alleged to have been aade by you that, **Dr* Kxng is the biggest 
liar in the United States*** The story continued that Dr* Kxng, when 
next in iVashington, aade it a point to call on you in person. How- 
ever, after the interview he had no statements to aake to the press* 
Is this story true? 

I feel that it is important to know just where Rev* King stood in 
morals and patriotism, as touching on his fidelity to God, his nati 
and bis wife. If there is a a^ory in it, for good or bad, I would 
like to write it for my local newspaper, and also for wider circ 
tion, as in a magazine article* 

ican you help me in this matter, with a statement from your Bureau? 
Are there Congressional investigations or reports, or other referent 
ces that you could pass on to me? Your cooperation will be greatly 

1 appreciated* We do appreciate too your faithfulness and dedication 

our country across these many years, and your Christian testimony to\ 

church and God. ^ 

CO 




ALL INFORI.IATION CCi .TAI.NED 
HEREIN IS UnCLASS;FI£D 



Yours very sincerely, 




u Cali f. 91762 
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^ALL INFORMATION CONTWI 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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Calicr.ar. ^ 
Con: :i _ 
Felt -i_ 



p Cohmzi^ S^srFcs Chcn:ges 



Gale - 
Rosen 



5y 



' ^'ecirson 

Ampere on 
: F. Keriiiciy,. 

" our ccl-jmii; 
he h-i or- 

■ j li-p t^: teie- 



tip cojtM.: 



'of the cDtire situation. John- j champion of the liberals — then 
on and his new Attorney i nobody is safe " 
General, Ramsey Clark, hzd\ Referring to Bobby Kenne- 
di^covered wholesale Govern- ;dy's lame reply to the Kins 
nicnt eavesdropping, includins ] w i r e t a p charges, made 
Uie tap on Dr. King, and they i through a spokesman, Resnick 
ordered it stopped. {said: 'The American people 

The Kins wiretap had been ' can hardly consider this *re- 
requested by Attorney G«n. sponse by proxy an adequate 
cral Kennedv on July 16, 1S63, 'one. I suggest a hearing under 

' iith . . . ^o American wants 
Big Brother" looking over his 



w:.^l.:-r t: 



' .rejor:.-: - c 

ir - - Y 

tJolv;... cl: 
tiii^:i . 

tio-. 



. coiuz:.:^ \\"dL jut the FBI at that time 

.i::r3cd» ro ar to , argued him out of it on the . ^ ^. 

. cscn pririnry. ; ground that Dr. King traveled shoulcer, peeping through his 
":;-i.".g tl"-- wire- i 100 much and that repercus- j^c^y^o^e. listening in on his 
;sion$ in Xegro circles would be; telephone." 

" ' Backing him up, Rep. Joel- 

^ ^ _ _ son i>ointed out that when he 

-.ti^ i-zi viiic^il vas' piaced on Dr, King's was a district attorney in New 
1 Pearson and {telephone. 



.'.ever, the 



Probe Requested 



''s"ansv;cr, inci- • 

. Q-,e,-^on of Meanwhile, Rep. Joseph 1 
ctart'^wi tr-e. ^Hes.'^ck (D-N.Y.) asked the 




nor:,' tTLie, 
itr,ry v;as v/rltl^n. 
. -'.t v;e hai b^^n 

, f or ye::rs, 
L...^ t:.:iced wi;h us 
. :'ial!y the series 

cr- ' lobbyist Fred 
Kennscy "A'as At- 



Jersey he had 
judge very care! 
could issue a search warrant 

**This is a very sensitive I 
area," Joelson said, "and an| 
tittorney General 0/ tither 



i to satisfy a . sji / r '7/1 ' 

fully before he /oo ^ 
arch warrant Rg^ooBED^ 



House of RepresentaUves last.p^^-^.^^^ ^^^^^^^^ ^ 

week to inyesusaetl-ie case 0..^^^^^^ influences. If an At- 



King^s wiretap. Three 
other Congressmen supported . jj^ J^^^ 
him— Neal Smith Oowa), ' 
Charles Joelson 



tomey General can tap a wire 
any court order, 



This 

lained 



column has now x)b* 
a copy of a secret FBI 



Pr 
cr 



/V T ^ Nn^pnh ' naerely on his own say^o. then 
UVJ,;, josepn,^^ right of privacy in this 

Vigorito (Pa.) and Claude Pep. I^^^^^^ n, jr a 
per (Fla.), all Democrats. j ^ * ^ 

*The fact that a high-rank- [' FBI Techniques 

ing of licial— a member of the | 
:. : ons errcr in the i President's Cabinet— legally t 
r.p-L:.-ed ibcu;. Itl could and actually would; 

.::t the irp wrs con- Nrder the FBI to bug the tele- 1"^^?^^^,.?'^.^*.?^^^^?^^!*^^ 
Dr. Z\iiis's wire, up* phone of a 

oif his ass:.:sina- [American like Dr. King is an 
[affront to the causers to which 
..^correct. It W2s :Dr. King dedicated his life," 
jLLC' wiienpesnick said. .i ^ ^, 

:/_i-on issuci anf -If Martin Luther King»s ^trucUons followi 

k.:.;.ral ^^enciesthome can be tapped— for no | "Most microphone Installa- 



141 juK 20 (968 



The Washing ion Poi 
Times Herald 



distlr^'ui^hed'^^^^ microphones. The uistruc- 
tions are most revealing, and 
tacitly admit that listening de* 
vices must he installed by ille- 
g;al entry and trespass. Tlie FBI 



.i.: wirctc;:.>:ng 
o.ivc^droppirig 
...d be a review 



apparent reason — ^by order of 1 tions must be effected surrep- 
one of the highest oXricials of Uitiously, making the Installa- 
Government — and a professed tion of a microphone in an, 



The Washington DaiJy News 

The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

Daily News (New York) 

Sunday News (New York) « 

New York Post 



The New York Times 
The Sun (Ba]tiQu>re) _ 

The Worker 




The New Leader 

The Wan Sircci Jounr^i 
Ihc National Observer , 
People's World 



Date . 



fi 




0 



I ideal location virtually impos- > 
I isfoie. Tills results xu \ 
phones firtquently being ! 
placed some distance from the i 
source of sound. If it is not i 
possible to place the dia* ] 
phr^sm of the microplKme in 
close proximity to the area ! 
that must be covered, m j 
acoustical impedance match- : 
ing device should be Installed < 
... wires must be stnme 
from the microphone to tbe 
amplifier to carry the minute ; 
^l^ctric&l imnuJses ... 
. I The FBI also lists in great \ 
detail the best places to hide | 
microphones as follows; be» i 
hind baseboards; behind pow* j 
.er outlets and electrical fix- | 
Itures: ventilating and he&tinfi i 
'ducts (to be effective must be | 
concealed ao that flow of air { 
will not strike or affect micro- I 
phone); behind zadiaton» 
avoid Intense heat: adjacent to 
service pipes: behind w^ 
(place microphone as near ear> 
face t>f wall inside room as se» 
curity and time pennits); in 
hea\-y and seldonhmoved fur- i 
niture; in dummy telephones; I 
in ornamental and large base \ 
lamps: in large and seldom- | 
used books; in calendar pads; t 
in picture frames; in doors, « 
locks* door knobs, ete^ in 
radio, television and intercom- 
i munication sets, 
t *'ExisUns facilities sucb as 
telephones^ public address sys- 
I terns, intercommunication sta- 
; itions* and speakers in radio 
j and television sets may also be 
I I used to 'Perform the miero- 
I I phone function" 



m 
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April 26» IMS 
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Tolion 

DvLooch . 



Bishop 



In reply to your letter, vitli enclosure, recelTed on 
April SSrd, Information eooeemlng the alleged communist affiUa- 
lions of Martin Luther Klng» wliether substantiated or not, cannot 
be released because of a Department of Justice order regarding aU 
matters of a confidential nature. I regret I am unable to be o( help 
in ttils Instance. 

Slneerelj jours. 



MAILED a 

APR 2 5 1969 

POMM-FBI 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Encl 
addres sed, stamped envelope, which identifies her as 
being utilized in reply. 
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yAiL roomCD teletype: unit I 1 




United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

'Washington 2?, D.C« 

Dear Mr. Hoover: — . 

I vould be very grateful If your department would send me a 
list of the sixty Cooinunist Front Organizations Martin Luther 
King belonged to or accepted support from, 

I have an opportunity to read them on a radio program and I 
vant to be sure of my statements* 

1 vrote XO xne jomt vDiiiinjLi>u<;« uu wu—miuca 
the Louisiana Legislature and they sent me the pamphlet "Church 
' League of Anerica" It gives detailed Information on King But 
I am unable to name the sixty organizations from it 




T) 




- ' f APR asisw 



SlneiS9Sly yours, 




OTTIOMA* fO«M MO ttt 

c<M ito 4j tr 



UNITED STATES GOVI 



TO 



FROM 



SLBJECT 



Memorandum 'S unclassified 

Mr. Bl8hop 'y>/) ' 



DATE: 8/18/69 



M. 




6 



MARTIN LUTHER KIN G'g BIRTHDAY 



BACKGROUND: 





Today, March 18th, Congressman John M« Ashbrook (R-Ohio) 
who is a member of the House Committee on Internal Security advised 
Mr. DeLoach that 30 bill s have been introduced into Congress to dedare a 
holiday on Martin Luther Kill's birthday, January 15th. Ashbrook further 
advised that a biU concerning this matter win soon be voted out of the Sub- j 
committee on the Judiciary. In this connection he advised that Congressman 
Charles E. Wiggins (R-California) and Byron 0. Rogers (D-Colorado), 
I members of the Subcommittee, be contacting the Bureau in the near 
futureio request an "off the record" briefing concerning King. They are in 
a position to keep any such biU from being reported out of committee— if, 
J as stated by Congressman Ashbrook, they realize that King was a scouniirel. 

Byron G. Rogers 

Rogers was born in Texas in 1900. He was U.S. Attorney for the 
District of Colorado 1934-36, and thereafter was Attorney General of the State 
of Colorado. He was elected to the 82nd Congress in 1950 and has been re- 
elected to subsequent Congresses. 

The Bureau investigated Rogers in 1933 and 1934 in connection 

with his appointment as U.S. Attorney for the District of Colorado and the 
investigation was favorable. We have had cordial relations with him since he 
has been in Congress. 

Charles E. Wiggins i 



o 

Q 

. I 

O 



Wiggins is from El Monte, California, and was elected to 
Congress in 1966. We have had cordial relations with him and he met the 
Director and had a picture taken on 6/26/68. On 12/9/68 Wiggins presented 
a 



a plaque to the Director in behalf of R^semead, C alif c pn i ij a nd h er wa s ^ ^ . 

cordially thanked. - - '^/Oj-^J/^ ' c^^i / 

REG-W - fB APR 25 1969 



1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 




1 - Mr. Rosen 

1 - Mr. Gale 
,^^2y'x^ - Mr. Callahan 




M, A. Jones to Mr, Bishop memo 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING'S BIRTHDAY 

RECOMMENDATION: 



That if ^nri Yfh^n Congressmen Wif^ins and Rogers contact the 
B ureau that they be invited in for a confidential'Bi'lefini; concerning ' 
"Martin Luther King. They will be referred to public source newspaper 
articles if they desire to have any material for usage. 
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TolsQft 

0*Looch w 

Mohr 

Bishor __- 
Co&p«r 
Coilohor. ^ 
Con r as - 

Trh 

GqI* 

P-osffn - 

Sullivar 

Tawe; 

Trolte- 

Te>. Poor 
Holmvs _p 
Coady _ 



Tour letter was i^eelved on ApHl 14Ui and X voold ISce 
to thank you f or tlie e9q;)ression of coofideaee. I wis j^easad to lean 
yoD hare read my bool^ "Masters oC Deceit.'* 

fii r^7 to yonr laqolzy, inf onnatkm in our files most 
be maintained as confldeotial in accordance with resulations of tbe 
Department of Jttstice. X am, however, enclosing a portion of the 
"CoQgressional Becord'* lor May 16, 1968, which may contain the 
data to ^ch you refer. Tou wUl note that no FBI personnel were 
responsible for this material being inserted in this pabUeatSon. With 
regard to the alleged communist activities of Martin lAther EU^, 
irtiether substantiated or not, they cannot be released for reasons 
Cited above. X regret X cannot be of further help to yon in this instance. 

fitncerely yonn^ 

y. Edgar Hoovv 



Enclosure 



NOTE: BufUes contain no information IdentljEiable with correi 



ALA:ekw (S) 
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'•^R::l^: is uf^'CiAssiFiED 

(y /^Q^ /vuu^ ^ouc^ Ji^crviLj (^Outdjuuj oj J^jxLc^^^ 
.^tuxi LO-fifJ- i^uU^^aJL 'Hu^*^^, if&LcJJL JiuuLu /VhJi^ 

^<i4^ >i^^^t^^^^^^ uiu^J ^^!a^£^ .A/K^^ 




TRUE COPY 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am not sure if you will be reading this or whether a 
secretary will read it, if the latter happens I would appreciate it if 
you would let Mr. Hoover read this. I have read your book, ^'Masters 
of Deceit," and also a book by John Stormer, "The Death of a Nation," 
both books have brung me to the point where I want to know facts and 
not just what people think, which leads me into why I am writing. I 
read an article in the, "Butler County American," newspaper which 
reported that an F. B, I. agent had found information about MacUP 
LutheMCing associating with the communist. He also said that this 
information was placed in the congressional record in May of 1968. 
Could you possible tell me if such information is true. Thank you 
Mr. Hoover for ;your time. 



ALL !^*^0^::••-.-C"■>:;i'^' ';!.;■' ■ 
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mm 



HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



AprU 10, 1M9 



i 






Martta Luther King wm r«ceiTed on April 7th. While I certainly wish 
It were possible to be of assistance to you, informatloa contained in 
our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance vith regoU- 

it 

tions of the Department of Jastlce. I regret I am unable to fternlsh Um 
lata yon are seeking. 




Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover ^- 

^OTE: Bufiles contain no Information identifiable with correspondent. The 
enclosure is a pamphlet on communist subversion by the late liatt CYetic, 
who has been well knonvto tlie Bureau. /. 

CEErsam <3) ^ 
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We Are Azi Army Fig^litli ^ Wltli Facts - - 

And To Be Better Inf orznecl Is Tb Be Better AnnedL 




I Mr. Tnlson ... 
I Mr. T>fl^»cli 



30 APR 7 1969 /^^^. 



! Mr. Mobr, 

j !!r. F>^op 

I Mr. C:i"pcr 

I Mr. CaV:«ih:in 

t Mr. Conrad 

::r. Felt 

:'r. CM? 



:ir. Row a 
^:r. Siil. van 
I.r. lLr.\...^ 



\ Tel' . : wi 

\ IWz 11' i'ji:s 

1 M;-- SJar.dy 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
mm IS UNCLASSIFIED 
^ ATE PA-fl_-. BY Sy ^ 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 





>rtage, Msconsin 
53901 
4-8-69 Sat. (4-5-69) 



Mr. Ca !faf.aTi 

Mr. C fmi ail 

Mr. Felt 

Ml. C^J'-: 

Mr. }lu9>*'\ 
Mr, Su. 
Mr. Tavei 
Mr. TtMivcr-^ 

Tele. Ilooin 

Miss Hijlmet.. 
Misfl Gandy^ 




Can you please explain to me why Richard Nixon, our 
president, and other political leaders are making such a great 
man out of Martin L. King Jr. when he was nothing but a 
communist or truly everything that our America doesn't need — 
an agitator, riot-inciter, un-American, and a hypocrite among 
other things. 

I'm sick and tired of hearing what a great man he was and 
I'm sick of this blasphemy against God in our nation by honoring 
such a man as King Jr* 

Haven't you told some of these politicians ~ especially 
Nixon — exacUy what lOng was & was doing and what he really 
stood for ? 

Why won't you make it public Mr. Hoover? 

Are we so far gone down the road we're afraid of what 
the truth will do to us ? 

God help us if this is the case! 

I Please reply 

Sincerely 




towns? 



Why is it we fight commuinists In Asia and not in our homej 



I write this in sincerity and in true concern. 
I'll await your reply anxiously. 

I have facts, pictures and documented facts on lOng so I 
know what Vm talking about. 

COPY:nm 
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SOVIET SPIES IK-^tRICA! 

A COUNTERSPY'S VIEWS w Communist 



Twenty years «gp this month my phone rang m the 
Pittsburgh office of the United States Employ fnent Service, 
where my job w« to interview tpplicanti lor work «n the 
vita! coal, electric Uk6 steet industries. 

WhiJe in the course of » busy days work I 
many phone calls, there was something diffcfem about th» 
panicular call It came from a Special Agem of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation That evening we met and talked, 
»nd as a result of our discussions, 1 took a step which 
placed me right in the heart of the Communist conspiracy, 
i became a Communist im the FBI. 

When I became a trusted member of the Red conspiracy. 
I was permitted to attend fecret meetings wnh Red spies 
from Russia and her satellite countries. Th», of course, aui 
not happen u»tii the Communists were certam t»»ey could 
depend on me to betray my own country. These furtive meet- 
ing often consisted of 15 to 20 Reds, most of whom were 
schooled in Moscow or other spy -training centers, These 
icheming ixmspiraiois were busy mfiltratmg all scaions of 
American aaivity — government agencies, shipping, com- 
munications, farm organizations, trade unions. educationaJ 
institutions, church groups and » on. Communist concentra- 
tion areas included New York, Washington. Pittsbufgh Chi- 
cago. Detroit. HoUywood. the West Coast, the Farm Belt and 

FeT^^Americans are aware that the Kremlin has set up 
in the United States aaual Commissions of Commisars, which 
in their methods of operation are comparable to those o^r- 
ating in the Soviet Union These Red Commissions or Bu- 
reai» are broken down as follows: Clergical Commission (to 
infiltrate churches and church groups). Trade Union, Legal, 



Educational, Governmenral, and so on. Their function wirhin 
present-day American society is much like that of termites, 
stealthily eating away the framework. 

During the nine years I posed as a Red, every Soviet 
Agent with whom I came in contact, in my supposed con- 
spiratorial Red mission, functioned from the Red embassies 
and consulates, and from the GHnmunist staffs of the United 
Nations. Others operated in Ccmmiinist Red Ooss and Relief 
Missions rraveiling in this country, industrial and agricultural 
missions, student exchanges and scientific expeditions, Soviet 
dance groups; in fact, in every legal channel which we, under 
the guise of "good diplomacy foolishly opened to these 
murderous conspirators 

in addition, today lireraily thousands of additional notor- 
ious Soviet Agents and secret American Reds are funaioning 
in what are commonly called Communist Front Organiza- 
tions. These Gimmie orgimzAtions usuilly assort- 
ment of non*G>mmunists fronting for them, to give them the 
respectable base they so desperately need. Whatever excuse 
those who front for these Red conspiratorial groups may give, 
if 5tsind$ as a marrer of record that they are aiding and abet- 
ting a conspiracy whose sole aim is to destroy our nation, 
cake away our freedom, nnurder millions of our citizens, and 
put the rest into total slavery. ACCORDING TO OUR 
AMERICAN CONSTITUTION, THIS IS TREASON! 

Khrushchev and his co-conspiring American Reds know 
one thing weiJ Would that some Americans understood it 
only haU as well. That is, without the dipiomatic immunity 
which the Reds enjoy in this country; without the respect- 
ability handed them by witting and unwitting American 
dupes who ^ron^ for them; without the pseudo- legality with 
which the Reds are endowed by some of our jurists and law* 
yen» she Red Mempt to overihfow the United States would 
wither and die. 



The work or the C'- i' nums- ^ 
made doubly easy thri.<»f;^ several 1. i 

One, — lack of adequate Icgisbv**.. Kt. 
agents, their aiders and aU:ttors. Politically op; . 
spineless congressmen have faiicxJ to provide our ' 
this protective legislation. 

Two, — because of the immunity the Reds en)c^ 
result of the diplomatic recognition we so foolishly exrc, 
to them in 1933. 

Three, — due to the greed of some American business 
men, bankers, and mdustriaUsts, who would do anything for 
gold, including "selling our own nation down rhe river It 
is beyond their comprehension that by trading with the Reds, 
jrhcy are greedily sowing the seeds of their own destrucriofi. 

Four, — because of the general apathy and complacency 
of the average Americm, an ^psthy which is fed behind 
the scenes by secret Red agents, self-seeking phony liberals, 
and an assortment of nimbJewjrs and do-gooders who play 
right into the hands of the Reds. 

Whar can we Americans do to crush this Red plot to 
destroy us? 

My conclusions, drawn after nttie years of work within 
the framework of the G>mmunist conspiracy, and twenty years 
of deep study in the Reds' conspiratorial methods and tech- 
niques are. 

1. Americans must demand that the incoming Preskknt 
and Congress adopt a firm, unwavering, and uncompromising 
stand against inrernatiori U Communism, that the Execu ive, 
Legislative and Judicial branches of our government deal Kh 
Communism as a conspiracy against our nation, our p tj le, 
and our Constitution 

2. We necti adequate laws SOW", nor when it's tt.' 
which would punish conspiracy, sedition, and treason.. - 
peacetime — as well as in time of war 

5, DiKirs now open to Red spies and conspirator. . 




bc closed b>' the severance of diplomaric relations with Soviet 
Russia and her satellircs. Communist countries should be 
cossed out of the United Nations. 

4. We must support wholeheartedly our FBI, the Senate 

Committee on Internal Securir>\ the House Committee on 
un-American Activities, and all government agencies which 
help combat the Reds These vital agencies must be Streng- 
thened, and their scope of activities expanded. 

5. Reds, Red Fronters and Communist sympathizers must 
be expelled from our churches, schools^ trade unions, farm 
organizations, whcrc\'cr they may be found — and the^ sooner 
the better. Anyone who aids, abets, and or defends Com- 
munism or Communists is betraying every single one of us. 

6 We must begin the fight against Communism in our 
• homes, schools and churches >X'e must acquaint ourselves, 
our children and our neighbors with the true menace of 
Communism >X'e must let truth be our guiding light, and as 
our Lord so aptly said KNOW THE TRUTH» AND THE 
TRUTH SHAU SET YOU FREE. 




V 



AprU 14, 1969 




bara, CaUfornla 93105 



Dear] 



I receWed your totter, with enclosure, on A|»rU 10th 
and want to thank joa for your kind remarks. 

♦ 

In reply to your inquiries, Information concerning the 
alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, irtiether sub> 
stantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department of Justice 
order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. I regret I am 
tmable to be of help in this instance. 



Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgtt'Ho^ 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE,g^.^ML-BY ^P^^^i^, 



I Toii 



Uohr 
Bjihop _ 
Casper _ 
CaJlqhon 
Coiirod _ 
Telt 
Colt 

Sullivan 
Tov«l 

TroUer 
Tele. RoojTi 
Holmes 
Gan( 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent* The enclosure Is 
a postcard advertising a talk to be made by Mrs. Julia Brown at San Jose 
and Oakland^ California. It shows a picture identified as Martin Luther 
King and others attending the Highlander Fblk School'' (for communist 
training)^ Monteagle^ Tennessee, during 1957. 



LMG 
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:;anta Barbara. California q^/o S t April ^» X9t>9 



kr» J. Ji;dgar Hoover 
j^lrector or tHe j? * ij. !• 
lasbington ii« 

i>ear Mx% noover: 

Itie rpe^nt puDllcliy glTen to txonorlng tHe Black Mart> 
IiUtfcier_^n§ Drlngs up the alleged communlBt actlvrty £e" 
"may nava" participated In as shown on Lhe enclosea canl# 

Please aayise me wtxetner or not these aocuftatlozis are 
true« 

Kill you pleasc: accept my neartrelL thanks for the mac- 
nlflcentv service you are giving our country 2 

Blncez^ly, 
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Mm Hi9hl«nd»r folk School (for commu«i»f tr^inln^J 
Mo<tftt«ol*. T«f»n«u««. rfwrin^ L^bor D«r v««k«nd of 
IW, TWi icliool *•» !*«•' •b«li«h«d by fct of lh# 
i«9itl«t«r« of M» St«ta of Tamtiot. AM«nfi»t pupih 
idtfif'ifitd br n«w»b«f»: 

r MAtTIH LUTHfl KIM© Jf. ^ » ^J. . 

SovHMrn Chr;iti«n L««d»rit>»p Co<«Ur«f*C« (SCLC). fl«Z| 

1. A|N€II W. lEtlir, of Hio CtMrtI Commitfo of 

1 AUliEY WILLIAMS. Pr«ild«nt of fh« So«Hlo#« Cofi- 
Hrm* EducAtioA Fvnd CSCEF). Coff»mii«i»tf front. 

4. MYLE5 HOITON. Dirtcfor ol Hio Hifhl««id«r Folk 
School. «id«d bf top commtmiit Doit Wctt. \}) 



"I forfbor tw—t *nd offott fb*» oi»« 

Mattlo Lofbor Kffio ws% •tw#y» Ml forth ai iho mdl- 
vldMt to vbom Commofiiitft «ho«td loofc «nd talfv 



•rovnd in fbo Commwuiif ftruo9<« 0« '•ctol 
ls,y«t." — Sworn «fl»d««4f by fit undoreovor 
«9«nf Ktfl Pry«ion S«pf 2t. »H3. 

(2) "Th. Commmt« Vtndt th*f SCLC SNCC Ar* »«b. 
iUfitl#IW M«d»r conffoi ol tho Commynift '•rif 
throttoh tho influonco «l tho SoMfhom Conffrm* Ed- 
ucation Fund (SCEF) and tho Commiinivti who moo- 

*A*cfi*ili«f of SCIF, Inc. in Lo«!tUn*", r. port of 
Joint Lt9i»l«fiv« Commlftoo 0« Un-Amort«#n Aefivl- 
tit«. St«t« of Louii4«n«. April 13, IH4. p. ilk. 

ni "TartimonT of F««l Crouch" 0 $. MCUA ttport Mof 
4. i94f, pp. 191 -It]. Crouch wof top co«i«munitt portf 
official in tht South. 

Holp carry thU v^tal moiM^O. 100 cardi poftpaid %t 04. 

Amtric4fii for Ckil Harmeny, lot San Jot*. Col- VSfSO 
Ouantity Frtcnt on Reqiieit 
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HON. G. ELUOTT HAGAN 

or CCOKGIA 

IN TJIE HOVSE OF R EPn ES E KT ATI VES 
Mor:dci,. June 16, 1969 

M: K.\GAN. Mr. Speaker. I want to 
i^W to tlio •K.oiuion of my coUea;rues an 
nr:ic:c ilr,\i appeared In the WayncsUoix)» 
Ga.. newspaper, the True Citizen, on 
June 11 rei;ardins a ladi' who celebrated 
her 9? Ill birihdi)'. Mary Savannah 
Bnrret: Cohen. 

A*;hoi:i!h there U no doubt liiat hav- 
in.c reached one * 99:h year would be rea- 
son enou.- h to be tlie subject of much 
thouch; ar.d prose, in my case 1 feel es- 
pocially foriunaie to have a grand lady 
of :hJs caliber residing In the First Dis- 
tnct oi Gt>07^:a. Mrs, Cohen's aenlor 
years see.T. to eiu.ance her charms, her 
keen iniere?: in thinfrs happening around 
her. aj.e her dehsht in lefiecling back 
over her years from childhood to adult- 
hood a::d remen:bonng the vast changes 
ill her hoaietowns ol Waynesboro and 

I ani Indeed proud to be able to call 
Mrs, Cohen a neighbor and constituent, 
and X certainly hope that she will enjoy 
her 99ih year in the same spirit and with 
the same zest for living as she has ex- 
hibited In all the wonderful years past. 
The article foUo-R-s: 

H£2 lU:Mm& Sfak a CnrrvaT 
(By Joyce Odom) 

old iiii ii'cclc. 

Tt^t In luclf lb a remarkable thing, but 
Urs. Oc&en re.ids tbree newspapers every day. 
can remember the ages ot her great -grand- 
chlldrtu aad TiTiics letters la • grocerai. flow- 
leg band. 

Bright blue eyes sparkle wben sbc talks 
about her mea-.oncs vhlch span a century. 
Sho'c confined to a wheelchair now at Keyij-t 
Tiue Nursing Home, and for the first tllne in I 
bci^ure u a bit 2e:it thaD completely inde- 
pendent. 

She wa« born in Augusta June 2. 1870. and 
«pcnt her early yeurs in Waynesboro In a 
house where a ccrvlce station U no^ on t^e 
ton-n'» main street. Liberty. 

She remembers that during her childbood 
ber fsLber. Jim Barrett, and on uncle bought 
**9Ji die broken down paper mill in Bath, 
S.C.. that you had to get to uphiii usrotigh 
sand beds.** Mrs. Cohen satd the mill first 
mode paper from rag& vhlcb come b&led up 
and in oil colon. Workers Hod to pick out the 
White one$ to use for paper. Then "a man 
?rom Massachu«etts*' came and taught the 
Barretts to make paper <from wood. "Papa took 
us do«TL to the mill and we watched tbem 
grind up the wood; It looked like mmb " 

* I kno^ lUey »old the paper made Irom 
wood to some newspapers to print on. but 
t^ey must not have got much for it because 
the mil! went broke," she laughed, 

.The family also hod a plantation here 
\htrt they planted indieo« 6hs remembers 
&n overseer named Bod^ who bad a peg 

The foTTjiy moved to Augusta when **Van- 
cah." 1^ she was always called, was seven and 
lived in a House on Games Road, now l&tl^ 
Street. Her father was "in the cotton busi- 
ness/' She hved there until she married 
RusseU Cohen, the son of John J. Cohen oi 
lugus'^. Ber children were bom and. went 
throi:,';h elementary school in Augusta (a 
ion, KufiscU. 75. who Uvea In Waynesboro, 
s&d & daughter who died 25 years ago) , 



^ i^hvilic. Tenn., whUe 

Mrs. Cohci^e ami Hiimill ittendcd Vandcr* 
but and became a l^tbali star thcxa. After 
the children were grown, Mr. and Un. Cohen 
moved back to Augustr., and ilnally back to 
Waynesboro, 

3klr. Cohen died 20 years ago, and since that 
time until ju^t a few months ago, Mrs. Cohen 
has lived alone, driven her own car, cooked 
her meals and kept house. 'Tm not sick or 
anything now. X Just can't walk," she said. 
She fell and broke her leg recently. 

Mrs. Cohen rcznenibcrs Waynesboro when 
the downtown area consisted of one block of 
stores, the streets and sidewalks were un- 
paved and "every grocery store sold Uiiuor." 

••Young gtrts were not allowed to go to 
town on Saturday night/' she said. Most of 

the stores were Just shanties, she sald» With 
the exception of those owned by the Fulchert 
and the Grays. 

In answer to the Inevitable question asked 
the very old. Mrs. Cohen said, in her honest, 



all functJonartes find olficials of the 
Communist party find all close "ad- 
visors," "fildes" find "ftsslstants*' of 

King. 

The close tics between Kin;; and such 
latter-day subversives as James and 
Dianne Bevel, Stokclcy Carmlchael. Paul 
Booth, John Hulett, James Forman. Rap 
Brown. Jerry Rubin, Fred Shut tics worth, 
and Michael Wood are no longer denied. 
King's close ajssociatlon with kno^ti sex 
perverts Bayard Rtistln and Ralph 
Abemathy is not even denied by his 
frantic defendexs. 

These facts fire now too weU knoa'n 
to thfi Amerlcfin people. Tbt truth will 
not go away. 

Instead, fdUowing the adage that the 
best defense is a good offense, the left 
has launched a vitriolic attache on the 



stralghtforwoYd way* don t know why J£BLJn general and nr^Jf, f^r^r Kn^vgr 
I've lived so long: my family members usu* in particular. 

ally don't, but I did have on aunt who Uved Mr TjpQ yor'jt monumental record of a 

until she was »o/* iffeiime Of devoted service to his country 

She sees well and reads everything she con , Qeeds nO defense. RlStOIT wUl reCfiU him 



Augusta daily newspapers and The True 

Citizen. 

Mrs. Cohen's mother* Sophie Settagost. 
come from Germany and took her children 
there when "Vannah" was nine for a ten 
months visit. "Mama wanted us to learn to 
speak Oerm&n, but we used to tell her. 'No* 
body talks Uke that*/' 

Mary Savannah Barrett Cohen has a fond 
memory of Augusta which she esepclolly 
likes to tell obouv She remembers riding 
horseback to a drag store on Broad fitmtp 
in the now-tralfic- jammed metropolis. 
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HON, JOHN VL RARICK 

or Lomsuif A 

IN TOE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 26, 1969 

Mr. RARICK, Mr. Speaker, for the 
fourth time in 14 days I rise to call on 
the administration to make public in^ 
formation in its possession concerning 
the illegal, immoral, and subversive ac- 
tivities of the late Martin Luther Kin^. 

This information Is known to exist. 
Some of It has filzeady been destroyed* 

Unless prompt fiction is tfiken« Z have 
reason to believe that more will be de- 
stroyed or concealed. 

Tlie appropriate committees of the 
Congress should be given immediate ac- 
cess to what Is left of these files before 
the whitewash is complete* 

King's apologists no longer bother to 
deny his involvement — ^hls close, con- 
tinued cooperation— with well-known 
leaders of the Communist eonq;>iracy« 
both here and abroad. 

The American people have learned, fi 
little fit fi time« of his close fissodation 
with such identified subversives fit Abner 
W. Berry, Myles Horton. James Dom- 
browskl. Bayard Rustin, Jack H. ODeU, 
Carl and Anne Braden, Herbert Apthe- 
ker. Elizabeth Gurley Plynn, Ous Hall» 
Porothy Ray Healy, Mike Zagarell, John 
Abt. Daniel Rubin, find Arnold Johnmii 



His meticulous care in the protection of 
the privacy of the individual while con* 
ducting the investigations vital to the 
security of the community has charted 
a course which is an invalufible fiddition 
to our way of life. 

Americans, armed with the facts, ^ve 
no trouble deciding the question of cred* 
Ibility between this man and his de- 
tractors. The latest coyote to 1^ the 
TWPing is Carl T. Rowan, whose column 
published in the Washington Star yes- 
terday, z Insert it fit this point tn my 
remarks: 

It Is Tjji cgQa J^J^W Boosfii TSiJSSk 
(By Carl T. Bowsn) 

A society is never in more peril then when 
the people lose tho ability to Identify a genu- 
ine threat to personal liberty. 

This society is in a lot ol peril if we may 
judge from the public reaction-^ lack of 
It^to courtroom admissions of a variety of 
Ulcgnl FBI wiretaps and bug^ngi of homes 
and hotol rooms. 

A JusUce department ofllclal acknowledged 
in Federal District Court th&t X>r. Martin 
Luther Kin^ was under eSeetronic surveU* 
lance m 1964 and IMS, and the rSI agent 
who supervised this survelUa&ca told the 
court **it was my undmtaading that it went 
on after that.** 

The whole truth is that Dr. King's phones 
were topped, his hoteH rooms l>ugged, and he 
was personally shadowed right Up to the time 
he was slain in Uemphis on A|»1l 4, 1068. 

Another FBI agent, C. Barry FtekeU. told 
the court in Houston, Texas, that for foui^ 
solid years he hod listened eight hours a day. 
five days a week to the conversations of 
Elijah uuhaznmod, leader of the Black Mus- 
lims. Pickett employed both a telephone wire- 
Up and a microphone planted in Muham- 
mad's home. 

These cases of electronic eavesdropping, 
which violate both federal law and a nresi- 
denUal executive order, were dlsclooed' in a 
hearing on former heavyweight boxing cham- 
pion cassiua Guy's effort to overturn a five- 
year prison sentence for his refusal to be 
drajtted. 

These bxzggings, which eau^ht acme Clay 
oonversations in their **net,*' are but a xrae- 
tloa Of the lUegal wlraUpa that have moved 
this country far closer to a polios stats than 
most Americans realise. 

Why the blond, indUTorant rcaeMon on the 
part of most Amertcaaa? 
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Y-i \. i:»rri* i\ ;Uo gcncrn: FBI Jxtvllflcatlon 

VoTiwor AWs^TWcy CncrnI H.in^scy Cl.vrk. 
wi^.j* rn^pUriUi-AKy that Uic FDI lind no 

Au:hori:y to xvirrtnj^ or bup Dr. Kinp, luw-crts 
"tlic jmr*lc*-'-i^**" tlmt people t)ioUf;ht 
Dr w.iA. ;i «rcuri:y tlirc.ii 1* out ".^f cous." 

tlm; term fiev muy" Lb more 

lXA\c*riiil Uuui **mo'.hrrl;{Vxl/' for It ovokci 
tV.^r, Jt:i*t moi; »»r.: Mirreuder more tblnfTo— 
l»U"iiiain»: Ui>e7ty— out of fc;u- than tliey do 
out of Kive 

Tl-.i' pu;--:in<: tlUii.T about Cl;vrk'» atnte* 
n\eut i> vha: Uc ;ii*u> an thouicb bo la aur- 
j>:iMsi * 1 hiMr or i\irrt.*tpp;n*T and b«(t» 
j V' ' / Kin»* t'.'ii'il Clnrk pt>«slMy hrivo 

. i tl:..'. VAX olUri.iU Wi^rt* r,t»hMT 

J r..-: ,:>... :.ir/i*r i»;>p; »>pri;i turns b/ tluUnting 
*. i'.t- e»>:*. -r4?>Jwneii aaid frcdtng ontUKinc 
ar.;:v.v.r,.^:ou to S-uU.orners who despised the 
e.\i: r: ie.ido: — nil by ^-ay of revealing 
"i-.-o. p.jicod up tlyougU the wiretap* and 
bu.',^ ijs-* 

\\\,- ClArk unr.wAPe that certain PBI 
c;!,v-.. :* were nxuiving the country leaking to 
T.r... ^: editor* pc:sonous ttorte* about Dr. 
Xr-:^ ..r.u what the bugglngs allegedly had 

Every^KKiy e'.se In Washington of any con- 
aequeuce knew It. and mauy deplored It. but 
no ot'.e aeerr.ed to know how to go about 
making the FBI bend to the laws of the land. 

There is a not-too-flippaxit assumption In 
W.ishiugton that J. Edgar Hoover ha£ been 
FBI director for 45 years because all the re- 
cent Presidents have assumed that he knew 
too much about them to be replaced. So not 
only was he not replaced by aJiy of the 
younger, very able FBI men in the normal 
cdurM or things, but Presidents Johnson &nd 
Kixoa have felt U wUe or expedient to waive 
• law sanng Hoover has reached the rocking- 
chair az ' 

lioo^ .*7 ought to be replaced ma FBI di- 
rertor — immediately. 

As W'iihington agency heads go. Hoover 
may have done a better job than most. But 
the people of this country knew something 
When they limited the time one man might 
serve in the presidency. The saw personal 
fte^dcms as Inimical to the democracy, the 
persona! freedom, that we have come to 
Cher.sh. » 

If U is dangerous to have one man serve 
three full terms m President. It U far more 
d-T^gerous to have one man take lifetime 
possession of a powerful pollce-lnvesttgatlve 
a^eriry that prods Into the dee-pest secrets of 
the most prominent, most honored citizens 
«nd has the power to discredit, tren destroj, 
aln:iosi anyone. The kind of abuse of and oon- 
lempt for the law manifest in the King and 
Muhammad eavesdropping become almost 
inerltatle when a man is left in a key job 
as long as Hoover has been. 

Were Hoover a more thoughtful man. or as 
cor.cerr.ed about the preservation of democ- 
racy aiiU hberty as his speeches suggest, he 
wou sl l.^Ae resigned long ago. He would not 
k>vp ...vka\z Presidents In the political bind 
oi dii :air.g to keep him or ease him out. 

I: 1., clear Hoover has no Invention of re* 
%:<^Tav.g So when does the President mutter 
the courage to may: "Well done, thou food 
and faithful servant. Ooodbye,"? 

Mr, Speaker, this column sheds little 
liffht cn King, except to suggest that 
which cazHiDt be denied — much is known 
aboui his unsavory character and con- 
duel. Rowan's intemperate attack on 
security surveillance and his personal 
attack on J. K^'^nr Hoover shed a great 
deal of ligfiron uic- author and the cloud- 
ing operation, however. Over the past 30 
years the Communist Party had con- 
ducted the same attack Rowan has para- 
phrased without apology the party line. 
For comparison with his attack today, X 



iii:>crt nt this point in my remarks a sum- 
mn.ry of this Communist Party line, ac- 
cording to its orriclal organs, prepared 
and released by a committee ol this 

Hoasc nearly 20 years ago: 

ntronT ON Ti!f: Kational LAvnri^ Ouoa: 

l>r.CAI, BULWAZUC or rilX C0ftfMUl<ll5T PAaTT 

(Prepared and relrn.'scd by the Committee on 
Un-AmfTlcan Actlviilrs. UJB. Houm; of Rep- 
reM'ntAttvcs. Woshincton* D.C^ September 
17, IPSO) 

6. FrnraAi. HitaFAtr or iNvrsric^ri^** 
Tnvc>^!.t,'S'»c itjc V'Tn^rAl liurcaii of Investl- 
f^nlloii bccHiir,c of "vlrioiic fk'tr.aiilla upon civil 
lM)nrLlr:;" Kihtnrl.it, (l>rt*/y Witrkrr, Murch 13. 
1010. p.C). 

Ah nr\.\c\e in the Dnlly Worker Indlcnl^d 
that the FBI had gone beyond the scope of 
ita authority in conducting general intelli- 
gence investigations. Reference was made to 
the increase in the FBI's appropriation over 
a period of years, and It was alleged that be- 
caufie of Its Director's "absorbing Interest in 
Investigating alleged subversive activities" 
the FBI was falling behind In its regular Job 
of deahng with other tj-pcs of specific Federal 
violations {Daily Worker, March 25. 1940). 

The Nazi Gesvipo is Hoover's Model of Con- 
duct for PBI {Daily Worker, December 19. 
1940, p. 5. columns 5, 6, and 7). 

Federal Bureau of Investigation Director 
J. Edgar Hoover waa referred to as **Cblef of 
the national thought police * * *** (Edi- 
torial, Political Affairs. January 1948. p. 10). 

It seem that the FBI • • • is worried that 
the American people may get wise to Its real 
function — ^wbich is thought control on the 
Oestnpo and Japanese police model (Edi- 
torial, The Worker, June 6, 1948, p. 6) . 

The FBI and the Department of Justice 
have developed into a aecret political police 
which exists outside the law and beyond the 
vs. Co"stltvtion. • • • An aroused nation 
must stop the FBI effort to replace the Ameri- 
can Constitution by the reign of the political 
spy (Editorial. Daily Worker, June 13, 1949, 
p. 7). 

Continuation of * * * protests can turn 
the rumors about J. Edgar Hoover's resigna- 
tion into actual and heartening fact (Edi- 
torial, Daily Ptople'M World, June 16, 1949, 
p. 6). 

The VBTs "undercover network** la a men- 
ace to the internal aectirlty of the nation 
• • • The American people must rid the na- 
tion of this **undercover network,*' which 
serves not the nation but a class, the minority 
of the financial-industrial cliques. The Bill 
of RlghU and the FBI's **undercover net- 
work" are Incompatabte. One or the other 
must go. We have no doubt which the people 
will chooee (Editorial. Miy Worker, June 21. 
1949. p. 8). 

' Surely the AmerleaD people mutt tee tbe 
FBI with new eyes today. The time bas oome 
to investigate lu methods, tts scandal- 

mongerlng lists, Its blackmailing data. Its 
misuse of public funds, its usurpation of 
power, its tentacles gripping all parts of our 
country and its people {Daily Worker, p. 10. 
June 30. 1049. written by Elizabeth Ourley 
Flyan). 

Mr. Speaker, to make an intelligent 
judgment as to the credibility of two 
men whose testimony eonfllcts, it Is 
necessary to know something of each ol 
the men and of their motivation. 

Athough Edgar .Hoovgr. who called 
Martin LutKer^King "one of the most 
notorious liars in the country** is^well 
known to our coUeagues, and his accorn* 
pllshments are known and respected 
throughout the world, it is otherwise 
with Carl T. Rowan who attacks him. 

At this point in my remarks, I insert 
from the recently published Biographical 
X>ictionar2' of the Left, by eminent his- 



torian Dr. Francli X. Gannon, the most 
recent biographical sketch ot Rowan: 

BlOCBAPfllCAL DlCTtO?«AKT OF THC LCTT 

(By Francis X. Gannon) 

Carl Rowan wac bom on Augui^t 1 1 . 102Z. *n 
Ravcn/vcrof t. Tcnnc^~.©c, son of Johnnie Brjul- 
ford and Thorn ra; icowan. He married Vlvltr. 
Murphy. He atlenUed Tcnnt .are filate Uhi. 
vcrnlty and Wo.'-.hburn College. He ic an 
al umnur. of Obrrlln C /lIr^je (A.B.. 1947 1 and 
tho UnlvcnJty of Mimcroia fM.A.. 1942). He 
!• the author of SuuiU of Freedom (1W3|. 
The Piii/ul and thr iuoutt (X'Mi, Go South 
to Sorroto (1057). IVeil till N'-it Yemr (19C0>, 
and No Nrrd /or iinnprr { lunz i 

From IIKO u»»in 11»C1. It^^v. w... w;ih t;.o 
Jlf?»>»c«;>fWM Tribunr wjk u cot*y*Tiu>f {WH- 
19&0) and AS a stall writer {yyM'\UL\^. 

From 1961 until 19C3. Rowan was a deputy 
assistant secretary of state for public affairs. 
In that position, he was used as a speech 
writer and travellrg compan:cr. for Vice 
President Lyndon B. Johnsci.. His major 
achievement for the State Dcjianjnent, how- 
ever, was to serve as the Kennedy Adminis- 
tration's emclent hatchctman against Mo;$e 
Tshombe of the Congo's Katanga Province. 
When Tshombe's antl-Communlat regime 
seceded from the rest of the chaotic Congo. 
Kow^an br&nded Tshombe as an "interna- 
tional Uncle Tom" who was nothing more 
than a hand-picked atooge for BelgiaD 
businessmen. 

In 1963 and 1964. Xtowan was JJS, Am- 
bassador to Finland. In 1964 and 1965, he was 
Edward R. MuiToWS successoc as director 
of the United States Znfonnacion Agency. 
While in that poalUon. he travelled to Eu- 
rope, promoting Lyndon Johnson's "br.dgc 
buUding*' between the United States and the 
Communist bloc of eastern Europe. He went 
out of his way to assure Commtmist leaders 
that the United States government had 
placed its permanent t»cal ot approval on 
Europe's Communist regimes. To an au- 
dience in Belgrade. Yugoslavia, Boa'an tsld 
that Americans were acutely aware of revolu- 
tionary changes sweeping the world, He elab- 
orated: "^e emphasize that we beUeve la 
change because we were bom of it. we have 
lived by It. we prospered and grew great by 
it. So the status quo has never been our god 
and we ask no one else to bow down before 
it.'* 

In 1965. Rowan resigned bis directorship 
and became a columnist for the caicego 
Daily News and Publishers Newspaper Syndi- 
cate. He is also a regular contributor to 
Reader's Digest magaaine and a radio and 
television commentator for the Westinghouie 
Broadcasting System. 

Throughout bis several careers. Bowan has 
demonstrated that he is a liberal and has 
been recognised as such by his peers. He ha» 
received the Sidney Hill man award for news 
reporting, the Contributions to Amerleaa 
Democracy award from Rooeevelt University, 
the Oolden Ruler award from the Philadel- 
phia, PcUowship Commission, the' Liberty 
BcU award from Howard University, the Com- 
munlcaUons Award in Human Relations Unm 
the Antl-Defamatlon league, and the na- 
tional Brotherhood award from the national 
Conference of Christians and Jews. These 
tributes are almost invariably reatrvsd for 
those who are actively ptmioUat leftist- 
liberal causes. 

When the Kennedy Dynasty disoovered the 
value of Negroes* votes and began to place 
Negroes in high government positions. Ro- 
wan was one of the show pieces. In 19C3. 
an application for membership to the famous 
Cosmos Club Of Washington, D.C.' was sub- 
mitted on behalf of Rowan, The application 
was rejected. Within a few days. leading fig- 
urea in the Kennedy Administration— many 
of them longtime members of the Cosmos 
Club->«uddenly became color eooscioiu and 
resigned their membership. 




CONGRESSIONAL KJICORD ^ Ex/cusw»s of Remarks 
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.V.s \\:;.u r J.>nf5. cxcraiivc ertitof Of the 
>Vo ^t- *.t;:<i-- ..*c».' nirhfd to tlie dc» 

li ::^.- CvLvo.-. Club oil\crrs: '-J this 

.i r:.v*::ic»1 ;^ol!tiCiU fCort in wUlch 
i\,c r.:., .'.T :.-ro.** arc tn-mf U> make Kcgra 
Kowan u a tort of Freedom 
,r. A.c Nat.osiA*. C;»pl;;il Oil IhC Clul) 

i h.'.ve bcfu :i mcm'ocr of Ujc fine old 
*ro.-*:!'iO* Cub lor more tl&:iix 20 year* and X 
Lv:;l\c I fax: SjHV.k with some « light Icaowl- 

ccs:i» or Jiow i; o;>crAic5. 

"J sny iliore ►irr people who think 

c^ri K>nv.;n ;s a l>usipuoiis, sclT-ciiAmorcd 
and *v..£ic:os& iti:j>Tic. 

• A:i»t e^^niAu* coniplctely dts»counu 

Tl:.^ colcr or h:i Ke could tic pl.-vUnum 

b.ov.a nr.^ ;);o p^vU" I cm ;hiiikUi^ about 
»v;.:^ :;irz thumbs d^\v:i o:i hlni. 

2icE. li.;vc b^*^*.-!! blnckballed in ap- 
pl..\. „ci\ :cT rQe:nbcri:::p by the Cosmos Club 
.:o:i-.u..,-.o^. as iv.ey u.\vc m most private 

r^e orJy or.^ 1 hr.ve ever heard oC vho 
ever r.vj.xic a publ.w issue of u is tWs same 

C^Tl Ho'A-an. »l;o IS giving every indicaUon 

5?:*\v:.n iij^ t;:e r.ormal prejudices of a 
Ci*-^aerT. V.zcT..:. He <ie-.«sts po;;uc:U conserva- 
iivjs r.:::i-Crs>^.JUcr*:s: lnvei:ig:atlons. He 
IS a idniirL^r or the United Nations 

Ke.1 i^c;z:s:hy. Ht fancies himseli an 
expLT: on icroiju aiiair* but in reality he Is 
r.o n*.c.-e iLr.i:. a pr.Trcr^iir.s apologist for the 
a ppeA5.e."yer.t- toward -Communism policy tHat 
baf pre: ;;::ed for io Ion; in the Wkiite Kouae 
and tLe S:.ite Department 

In :9c6. Kowan was convinced, or a: leaat 
let his readers think was convinced, that 
the Soviet Uz^on's leaders were trying very 
hind to e^Tcci a peactful aetUement of the 
V;etn.tni War, 

Rov .tn ha* lonj chnmptoned the Idea that 
the Cr r.cl Sta:^^ should irike friendly 
uvt-rturLi to ilec*. China — Bomeiliing which 
would itave bc^n d^ne a long time ago. he 
contex.;:s. if on.j the "purges And inquiai- 
tlons of the late Sen. Joseph MeCarthy*- nad 
net had a stif.r.s: trect on public debate of 
U.S. po'.Uy I J Ward Red China. (When and 
where tn.i alleged stiDing took place. Rowan 
has ::c^ er mciuioned.) 

One eunous facet of Howan^a work rctnalna 
unexplained. On radio and television an* In 
hla wriiir.ns, he lb a persistent and dedicated 
ucft'Ducf of liic Ccrurai Intciiic^nco Agency- 
so much so Uiat ii it not unreasonable 
•uapcct that he is, or has been a CIA agent . 




THE VALUE REVOLUTION 



HON. DONALD RIEGLE, JR. 

or IftCHICAK 
IK THE HOUSE OP UEPRESENTATIVES 

Mondcy, June 

Mr. RIKGLR. Mr. Spc.ikcr, o»c of the 
moil Important tn.sks l.vrlnr: both the in^ 
diviuu:kl clLizen And all icvcU ol govern- 
ment is comliis to grips with the prob- 
lem of student unrest and campus disor- 
der. We must go far beyond merely re- 
acting to the outward marufestatlon of 
this problem, that Is, with restoring order 
to a riot situation and punishing those 
-Rho destroy property. It la more im- 
por^nt that we wderstand the funda- 
mental Questions these students are ask- 
ing about o'JT value system and the di- 
rection in "which our country is heading. 

I have recently read an article by 
Stellar t Udali, former Secretary of the 
Interior, which I think really gets to the 
hean of the transition we are in and to 
ihc underlying Issues of the campus tur- 



moil. Bccnu5c I acrrcc with Mr. Udall s 
porccpLion of this value revolution and 
the need for ehannelini; tliis concern In 
a constructive way. I insert Mr. Udall's 
remarks at tliis point in the XUcoao: 
[From the Kcw York Times:. June 1» IMO] 
The Valve XlcyoLirriON 
<By Bbewart L.. UdaU) 

Tliero la a doci>cnlng awwrene&a that today's 
domestic turbulence la In reality % funda*' 
mental quc&Uoulng of the value Bystcm of 
AincncoJi sovicty. 

Tlie protest of Xht blacks against the per- 
sonal affronts and indignities of daily Ufe is 
al&o a more general protest againat the falsa 
and frequently inhuman values of our total 
social system. The widespread atudent an* 
togonism toward the standards of "the es* 
tablishnienr' represents an even broader 
dUagrcement with conventional values. 

SOCIAL »EK£WAL 

I believe this pervasive and pointed ques- 
tioning of values may brin? about a ahirt In 
those Ideas and atutudes that ultimately 
sliape the nation. In fact, we may already 
be engaged in ihe most vital sorting out of 
values since 1776. Even our aearch for the 
roots of failure at tlie time of the Depression 
was more a quesUonlng of the workability 
of the economic system than a radical aearch 
for the elements of thorough -going social 
renewal. 

Our contemporary turmoil eoncems hu- 
man relationships: between the privileged 
and the impoverished, between black and 
white, between parents and children. 

If we honestly belie\'e, as I do, that tha 
present young generation is not only the 
best educated, but also the most aware and 
idealistic In our history, we must be re- 
aponsive to its causes and complaints. Th^ 
anjer of the young bl»cl-.s agains» the buUt* 
In mequalltles and hypocrisies of "the sys* 
tern" legiumately challenges the moral basis 
of the old order. 

If a large proporUon of the superior uni- 
versity graduates turn their bocki; on cor- 
porate carecrlsm. if many of our most crea- 
tive minds are ttomcd off by conventional 
oppprtunlUes. we should qucsUon the m- 
ociyivcs and concepts that mrtke the system 
For there Is no doubt that tho dcsiro to 
mcrcJy aniucnt is yielding to the impulse 
live in an environment that is lUc-glvlng 
' creative. 

If most of our clUes and countrysides are 
Increasingly unclean and ugly we should be- 
gin to reconsider the policies that have made 
them a disordered mesa. If toctmology If to 
continue Its thrust, then It must be tn- 
flucnecd by sod.-u considerations and aapltu^ 
tiona — in short, technology must be civilised. 

Tho thing that appalls the new genera- 
tion the most. 1 believe. Is the waste endemic 
in American Ufe: the waste of young tal- 
ent; the waato ot the eontrlbutiom the un- 
mellcd nUnorlUcr> could maHo If wo gave 
tikcin a chance: Uio wtir.to of Uio hc^uty luid 
bounty of a mnr:nincenL continent. Ujc stu- 
dent protest against the Vietnam policy was 
and is a moralistic pfotast ag^nst wasta. 



and ( 



or waa 

With tlie benefit of hindsight wt now la- 
aiize it Is a Judgment wiser than Washing- 
ton's — a iudgment that the lives and wealth 
expended were excessive and misdirected, and 
thus demeaned us before mankind. 

We will always need in this country aU the 
idealism we ean get. particularly from our 
youth, for the Idealist la more seiultive to 
crucial moral issues, more attuned to the 
xvonmatcri»Us%lc opportunities. WhO« mdeed 
Will pierce our old frauds and foUles unless 
fresh minds queatlon. the hahlta a&d atti- 
tudes of the past? 

The value revolution la upon ua. Xt may 
transform our Uvea. THoso preoccupied with 
Uie aclOsh aenunble for easy wealth, im- 



mcrited advantage and personal ease ahojld 
become accustomed to tho welt-aimed ar« 
rows Of th' se who have contempt for there 
ast>ccis of American Ufe. 

The value doubters will continue to acorn 
our efforu to define the national well-beli'g 
solely by Gross NaUonal Product* frcig:i> 
car loadings, auto production, or the sufi- 
clcncy oi miiitary preparednesii. They wai.t 
to assess (and they are entitled to rai.':e i^e 
^sue> what that product is, what the !rti'.iht 
ca7» ooclAin, wh:it the relcv&nco of Individ* 
uai wheels is to our ma^ tran:,portation 
needa« how humanism fits Into what can 
never again be a simple logistical measura 
of preparedness. 

The time has come to recognise ths worth 
of the va!ue revolution and to encourage It 
toward construe Uve channels. It can have a 
profound and beneficial influence on our 
future If It c&uses us to renew our lives, re- 
vise our instituuons, and raasseti our diree- 
Uons and purpoecs. 



JOINT COMMITTEE ON ATOMIC 
ENERGY MEMBERS SPEAK TO 
NATIONAL COAL ASSOCIATION 



HON. CRAIG HOSaiER 



IN TB£ HOUSE OP BEPBESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 1$, 1969 

Mr. HOSMER. Mr. Speaker. Repre- 
sentative John B. Akocksok and myself 
had the pleasure of speakinor th i « mnni- 
Ing to the 52d annivetsary convention 
of the National Coal AssociaUoa Our 
reLpective cpeeches foUaw: 
Ncxdcd: a PaacB Tksatr rom tbx XicsaoT 

COMHUNXTT 

(Hemarks by the Honorable Jouw B. ANDSa- 
soK, Member, Joint Conunlttee on Atomic 
Energy, Before the Nadooal Cool Asso- 
elation, Mayaower Hotel, Waahlngtoo, 
D.C.« June tO. lOGO) 

Good mornings ladles and genUemen. I 
hope It Isn't too early tn the day to speak 
to you about a serious subject. 

X refer to tiic Incrcnaln^ pubUc oppoal- 
tlon. not a iitUo of It wholly unreasoning, 
to tho construcUon of all electric power 
plants. The fact that the preponderance of 
this oppoaiUon has of late been concen- 
trated on nuclear power plants should not 
be of comfort to you. There are those who 
have made elToru to trade upon tho visceral 
public analetlce aaaodatcd with tho atom, 
and to a certain extent they have succeeded. 
But their temporary success, if you can cau 
it that, has had cancerous effects. Unless 
these efforts are stepped, objective dialogue 
will give way to unrentrained charge and 
countercharge, wlUi effects ti*.at are ini- 
mical to an in tho power buslncas. Portray- 
ing nucle.ir plants as bad and electric util- 
ity execuUvet as Irresponsible individuals 
intent upon destroying ths wonders of na- 
ture impairs public confidence in the mo- 
tivation and integrity of these men in a way* 
that is harmful to more than nueisar 
power. 

As a resiUt, coal and other tossU-fuelad 
plants, hydroelectric projects and pumped 
storage facliitles also have encountered 
significant and growing public opposition. I 
regretOo say that the aituatioa will probably 
continue to dituiorat* befoee tt Wglna to 
improve. 

It seems that what should be a genuine, 
legitimate and quite understandable con- 
cern about the affects on the aavironmentr 
at large power pUnU has been transformed 
In many instances into an insistence on pris- 
tlae purity that vefuae to recosnlae thefiecd 



April 10, IMt 







Ughthoase Point, 
Dea 



SS064 




Thank jou for the kind comments hi your letter 
of April 4th regarding my work and the actlTlties of the FBI. 
I have no present thought of retiring, and it Is my hope to remain 
In my current position as long as I can be of service to our Nation. 
I am enclosing an article from the BCarch 11th edition of the Con- 
gressional Record" whfeh I hope ivill be of Interest to you. 

With respect to your request, I can assure you that 
no report has been released by this Bureau concerning alleged com- 
munist affiliations of Martin Luther King. AifOrmation of this nature, 
whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Depart- 
ment of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 

Sincerely yours, 
X B^gar Hoover 



Enclosure 



NOTE: Miles cortata no toformauonldentmabte 
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TELETYPE UNIT i 
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Mr, Tolsnn^- 

Mr. V : /ch 

Mr. Cai.,;:.in 

Mr. Cf-nraJ 

Mr. Ftlt 



Mr. Gale 

Mr» Eosen 

Mr, SulJ.van. 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter. 

Tel-. Room__ 
MiM Holmes 
Miss Gandy 



Hon. J. Edgar Hoover VjBtTJV 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



I am a retired Sergeant of Police from 8L Louis, 
Mo. (32 yrs service). 

I have been a constant admirer of you and the fine, 
efficient service your men deliver. 

I canH recall how long ago it was, but it might be as 
long as a year ago when I read in the Sun- Sentinel Newspaper in 
our area, a report released from your office relative to the 
alleged Dr Martin Luther King which listed a number of activities 
such as attending a school in Russia for subversives and organ- 
izations which had as its alms the eventual take over of this 
country by the communists. 

I, and many more people like me are so sick of hearing 
our political leaders and various members of the clergy praising 
this agitator as a great American, when by his well planned 
speeches he urged the Negro anarchists and ignorant followers to 
bum and riot and disregard the laws of this nation. 

Please forgive me if I seem to have been carried away but 
the reason I decided to write was to ask you if it was possible to, as 
a private citizen, get a copy of the statement refered to. 



Thank you for a wonderful job and please don*t retire stay 
in there and continue to fight to preserve the American way of life. 



Very Truly 




Lighthouse Point, 



3064 



^COPYrnm . 



f 



r*-. CD-- r 

r-:: 



li..t:cr 

T l*!, I^ 

Liirss li liners 

Miss Gandy 




Jul. ^c l^^u^ /t^<JL Otc^n^ o^/crc^Ju^ 
»^ ji^^ ^>C4<:>(^ Jue:^^ 





1 - Mr. C. S. Glass 



f )& 



To: 



nttstooTKh 
Sacraasnto 
8t, Louis 
8as franeiseo 
Soattlo 

Washington Piold 
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LL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
f IFREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

SAGS, BaltiBOro Kansas Citj 

Boston Kiaal 

Chicago iravark 

Cincinnati Vow Crloans 

Clovoland How York 

Houston niiladolphis 

f»o«: Diroetsr, ni <lS7*1370») 

OOHUEHORATIOH DEATH OF 

MARTIN LUTHER-KIMG. JR., 4-4-69 
^CIAL MATTfiUS 

Rocectly a rosolutios •esorialising Martin Luther 
King, Jr., was dsfeatsd in the Calif ornxa legislature ^en 
a state senator depleted .Xing as an associate of coawmists. 
Also the Southern Christ>iaii Leadership Conference is to launch 
» petition campaign on 4-4-69 to aake January 18, King's 
birthday* a national legal holiday. Those petitions are to 
he presented to Congress and the President in Washington, D.C.f 
on 7-4-49. 

Because of the oaotion and controversy surrounding 
King and the aetlTities cosaesorating his death, the actlTitiss 
■entioned abore could trigger racial unrest and should be 
closely followed. The Bureau should be adTised iaaedlately 
concerning any efforts by city, county, or state goyemaents 
to pass resolutions coaaeaorating w honoring King and a 
letterhead aeaorandua should follow. The progress of the 
petition caapalga should rocelTO siailar attention. 
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( xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE$TIGATIOR 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(B) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



©^Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

nH Infonnation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

[ I InfonnaticMi pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ DocumenUs) originating with the following government agency(ie8) . — 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the infonnation originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
Page(s) withheld for the following reasonCs): 



□ For your infonnation: 



H^The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) \ 
km DUPUCATION FEE \ 

XXXXXX * FOR THIS PAGE X 

jQQ^Qj^ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 
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Honorable Karl E. Mmidt 
United Statei Senate 
Uasbingtoii, O. C. 30510 

*ty dear Senator: 

I have received yo nr lette 

enclosing a copy ot a letter from 

Oldham, Soath Dakota. 

. *- ^^•Ie«rt«klnly*i«hltwerepoeeiMeto 
be of aaaUtuce, pnrticalarly In view of your Interest. 
Information conMrnlng the aUeged eommonist amUatlons 
of xiytta Lat j ifr^tafi, whether Mhstantlated or not, out- - v . ^ 
not be released because of s Dtpartment of JasUce order ^7/$^'^ 
regardins all matters td s eABfM««H.i V\<<> ^^^^ 



— — — — ' ^^wy »**e%ias% VMI VVw 

regarding all matters of a confidential nahire. For the 
same reason I cannot be of help to your constitacat eoo- 
eerniog the other individuals she mentiooed. 




/ 



Sinecrelj yoort, 



NOTE: Senator Mundt Is on the S^iecial Correspondents List and known 
to the Director on a ftrst-name basis. Howerer, since this Is a reply 
which may be famished his constihient, the above aaloj 

used. Bufiles ^ — 




Trotter 
Tele. Rooir 

Gaudy 



#t-S= ' ^^J^ TELETYPE UNIT [!□ 



\ 'i 



KARL E. MUNOT 

MADISON. SOUTH DAKOTA 
R. L. MCCAUOHCY 



ROKIVTA VAN SOX 



WAkTDt C. CONAHAN 



( 

"^Cnticb ^iaics ^enaie 

WASHINGTON. D.C. XOStO 

March 22, I969 

r,u ■ 

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington^ D.C. 

Dear Edgar: 



ADvnoirir Commission on 



I am enclosing a xerox copy of a letter ^ich 1 
have received from a constituent in South Dakota. 

Any information which you can send along to me 
which I can relay to my constituent will be deeply appreciated. 

With best wishes, I am 



Cordially yowp^ 



Karl E. Mindt 
U. S. Senator 



KEMzmap 

Enclosur^'' 




TRUE COPY 



Oldham, S. D. 
March 3, 1969 



All I ■ ' • • 

herli:. :• = ...:>iitj 

Hon. Karl Mundt 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Senator Mundt: 



We have a few "religious" people in our Church 
and community who can do untold damage to a person or perscms 
reputation. 

So that we can state the facts, could you get for me 
information as to whether Martin Luther King (or his wife) were ever 
communists or sympathizers. Also, Dr. F."a. Schiotz, President 
of the American Lutheran church and Lutheran World Federation 
president. He has also been accused of same. He lives in 
Minneapolis or St. Paul. 

I trust that you could get this information from the 
FBI or refer me to the proper person. We need not use your name 
in setting the record straight, but can say we have the information 
from the FBI. Surely they will accept their word. We ourselves 
have not believed these rumors, but want to speak with authority. 

Sincerely, 




/OO 



— /O 



6> ^ 



TffU^^^-^^ ALL i" :'\i.»wL* 

-.-^^ /""^ ^-^^ 



-^^^--y-^ ^ ^ 



'^^:z^ ^ ""'^ ^ 1^^^ ^^^^ 





Jersey 07436 




ALL infc.^mm:::; co;^tained 

HEREIN IS Ui^GLASSiFIED 



Dear 




MAILED 10 

MAR 2 5 1969 

COMM-FBI 



la reply to the request In your letter Mirch leth, 
the FBI has never made, any statement to the effect that ICartta 
Luther King was a communist. Information ol this nature, whether 
substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department 
a Justice order regarding aU matters of a confidential nature. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 



f T 




NOTE: , BufUes contain no identifiable informaUon concerning 
correspondent on basis of available data. 




Bi«hop , 
Casper 
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CoJJohon 

Felt 



Cole , 



;*"^ Roeen _ 
, ^ Sullivor 
' Tovel _ 
. Trotter . 

T«le. R| 
' HoimesJ 
Gondy j 



teletype: unit 
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tland 
New Jersey 

07436 
3-18-69 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

9th St. and Pennsylvania Ave. ai i iMrpo- ' r'.r.rRiMrn 

Washington, D. C. '^'-L U,»;.. , • . ; i h\\\UJ 

HEREIN IS u;::lass':"ied 

I have heard reports about the late civil-rights feader 
Dr. Martin Luther Ifiny and his back ground. It seemed like the F.B.I, 
had investigated him and found him to be associated with many Com- 
munist fronts cited by the government. 

If this is so, I would like to have some first-hand facts 
about such an investigation to clarify my thoughts. I would appreciate 
any help. 



Sincerely, 




l¥:AS26 1969 




OM.OtN MC MO 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



P/V Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



DATE: 



3/24/69 



ToJRor, 

Mohf 

Bichor — 
Caip*: ^ 
CoUohan 
Conrad « 

F»lt 

CaJ« 

Rosen 

Sull i von _ 



TroMer 

TtU. Room , 
Holmtft *_ 



ALL INTOR:.:'"T!Oi,' CONT/iiNED = 
HEREIN iG y:iCLiSSIrlE9 



♦•THE^SENTINEL" NEWSPAPER 

welLston, OHIO DATE a v?t-g\ K^ ^?^WfA \tLr 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION , 

^ ■■^^■■l^mcaptioned newspaper has written us requesting 

an answer to the following question submitted by a reader: "By what statute 
and by whose order and authority did the F, B. I. give protection to the late 
Rev. Martijyiuto^ 

Correspondent indicated that the reply would be used in the 
"Sentry, " a question and answer column of the newspaper. 

Our Cincinnati Office has advised that "The Sentinel" is a 
five-day-a-week newspaper at 120 South Pennsylvania Avenue, Wellston, 
Ohio. It has a favorable reputation and is edited and published by Burt B. Mills 
who along with four others (E., E. Davis, Oak Hill, Ohio; Evan Davis, Oak Hill, 
Ohio; Carl Dalberg, Wellston, Ohio; and Hudson Jeffreys, Ironton, Ohio) owns 
Southeastern Ohio Newspapers, Inc. All of these individuals have good reg* 
utations and have no derogatory references identifiable in Cincinnati files. 



Bufiles contain nc 
or newspaper owi 




dentifiable 




RECOMMENDATION : 



REC43 



reponecuy enjoy gooa repuiauons. 



Enclosure 



That the attached letter be appro ved a nd^eail 

IB MAR 27 «69 




1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure 



1 • Miss €«R(j^r^^ncIosure 




3 






March as, 1M9 




Tolipn 
D«Looch . 
Mohr 

Csspti 

Conrod ^ 
F»»t 

Gal« 

Koien 

To^*l 

Trotter „ 

Holme 



WeUtton, QUO 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UMCLASSIFIED 



Tour letter d March 13Ui hu been received 
and I appreciate the latereat irhich prompted 7011 to write. 

Ih responae to your reader*a queatlon, you 
may oae the foUoviag reply la the '*8entry" colunm of your 
aev^Miper: 

Ibe FBI la ho laveatigatlTe» aot a 

proteettre, agency. Personal protection for 
private citizens la ordinarily the reeponaibility 
€( local law enforcement agenciea or of private 
f ixma hired for that purpose. No aaalgameot 
waa ever giyen the FBI la ttie peraonal protec- 
tion of the late Dr. ISartln Lufiier Sloe, 9t, 

•iacerety 70ura, 

7. Edgar Hoover 



1 - Cincinnati - Encloaure 

1 - Mr. DeLoach (detached) 

1 - Mr. Bishop (detached) 

1 - Miss Gandy (detached) . ^ 

NOTE: See M. A. Jones to Bishop memo dated 3/24/69 captioned 
"Ihe Sentinel" Newspaper, Wellston, Ohio, Request for Ihformaticm." 

JHC:cle/ccm 
(7). 





TELETYPC UNIT 



dl 




March 13, 1969 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C« 



Dear Sir; 



ALL INFORM/JIONCOfaAINED 



mm IS ur;cLAssfFi£D 




In our daily paper, The Sentinel , we have a eolmnn called the "Sentry", In which 
our readers may vrite in questions of interest to them. The following is one such 
question; "By lAat statute and by whose order and authority did the F, B. I, give 
proteeti->n to the late Rev. Martin Wther King?" 

We would anoreeiate any ihformatioB you could give us in oilier to answer this 
question. Thank you. ^ 



/ 



Respectf 




lo MAR 26 1969 




a740S 



llmht4, 1968 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS U?ICL«\SSinEO 



JMAILEO 10 

MAR 2 4 1969 

COMMFBl 



Thank yoa for the most (eneroiis comments in your 
letter of Mkrdi 18th ecoeeming my vork and ttit activities of tlie 
FBL 

While I would like to be of asslstanee to you, infor- 
mation eoneemiag the alleged C(»nmimlBt afflUatloas of Mar tin 

^tber King, whether sobstantiated or not, cannot be rel< 

beesuise of li Department of Justice order regarding all matters of 
ft confidential aatore. I re|;ret I am onable to be of assistance in 
this iastanet. 

I am enclosing some material relating to our work 
in the field of internal security which I hope you will find of iatertst 

fiincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



Tolson 
DeLoocii _ 

l4ohr 

Bishop 
Cosper 
CelJoAon ^ 

Con rod -- 

Fell „ 

Cole 

Rosen 

Sulliven 

Towel 

Troiter 

. Tele, Roovn , 
Holmes 
Condy 



EnclosoreB (I) 

Director's Testimony 2/23/68 re Communist, Racial and Bate Groaps 
Director's Statement 9/18/68 before National Commissioa on the Causes 
and Prevention of Violence / 

NOTE: Bofiles contain no record :of corre^oDdent ^^f^^!^ 

ALA:mrm N[S)n ^ ^ 



Greensboro, N.C. 274C|3f' 
March 18, 1969 



1 rojier. _ 
'clc. Room _ 
Mi»s Holmes.. 
Miis Gaody. 



Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington^ D« C 

Dear Mr, Hoover, 



The boys and girls of my Sunday School class are 
studying race relations and the people of leadership involved 
with the effort being made to combine the races in our country. 
At one point in our discussion, Dr» Martin Luther King^s name 
was raised in relation to the FBI in a negative sense. I am 
wondering if perhaps there was a report made public on 
Dr. King's association with the Communist Party that I did 
not see. So many rumors get started about people as 
controversial as Dr* King who are also in the public eye. 

In closings let me say that I, as a taxpaying- citizen, 
am very pleased with our Federal Bureau of Investigation 
under your wise supervision. You are doing, and have done, 
a wonderful job for the people of our country, and I appreciate 
It. 

HERON tS ^y^r^ "^. . . . 



r 




COPY:nm 



t7 IIIARS5 



yw^>. , ALL IMFORMATIOiN CONTAir.'-D 

^ HEREIN' IS Ui\'C^SSIFi£D 

0ATE2jai^ BY J A/j An 

<=^^^-^^ A^nnuic^.^ y ^^^^ ^ 
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»^ , ^^-^K^ yf^c^ , ^ 



TO 



FROM 



i 

SIBJECT: 

V 



, OrriQNAL POiM MO 19 
OU CfN lie MQ V 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



MR. DELOACH 



8. B. Donah 



DATE 3/12/69 

cc Mr. DeLoach 
Mr. Sullivan 



REQUEST FROM WHITE HOUSE 

FOR INFORMATION >v 

RE MARTIN LUTHER'^KING; and 

FBI ouiDELiHES^TOR Classifying mail 




Miss Gertrude Brown, at the White House ^ 
called at the request of Egil Krogh, to ask that «e 
furnish to Mr. Krogh, today If possible, a summary of 
information available conceming MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

She also asked for any information available 
as to the guidelines used by the FBI In classifying 
reports and correspondence* 



csh 



79 



ADDENDUM, C. D. DE LOACH. . _ 

Ehrlichman has already been sent a brief concerning this matter. 
If the Director agrees, I will tell Ehrlichman that there is a brief 
already available at the White House. ^fjLm^ 

CDD:amr ^^d. Ka,«X-^<»S^II^ 

REC-33 

. . ^ 

n ■V3' S4MAR 86S68 

6 1969 



/oo- /■> . 7^ 



CV19 (Rev. 7*17-68) 



c 



In Memoiyp''^i 



There tre impressive arguments to support t 
bill introduced by Congressman John Conyers Jr. 
and 23 associates whi^ would make the birthday 
of Dr MarlinJ^toerKing Jr. on Jan. 15 m legal 
public holiday. The tidal wave of mail which has 
come to Congress in support of this proposal leaves 
no doubt whatever that it would be regarded by 
Negroes all over the United States as a long-desired 
and deserved recognition of the rich contribution 
of their race to American life. That it would gratify 
Negroes is reason enough in itself to assure the 
proposal thoughtful consideration. And apart from 
this, Dr. King holds an indubitable place among 
the «reat American martyr iieroes to whom all 
Americans owe gratitude. 

The trouble with making Dr. King's birthday a 
legal holiday lies in the fact that, to whatever ex- 
tent it might find endorsement among the states, 
it would add to the rather considerable roster of 
days on which offices, banks, stores, schools and 
governmental functions are already suspended. 
Co yness its elf has power to establish a l egal holL- 
day only in the District of Columbia and for Federal 

emDl«ves_pverywber€. The individual gt &t^s S^^ r^ 
mine for themselves whether the holiday should 
be observed within their boundaries. Legal holidays 
have been suggested to commemorate the birth* 
days of a number of noted Americans — Jefferson, 
Madison, Jackson, Lincoln and Franklin Roosevelt 
among them; but only George Washington's birth- 
day has actually been established as a legal holiday. 
If similar sUtus were accorded all of them, indus- 
txy, commerce, education and public services would 
be pretty seriously impaired. 

Perhaps a better and more realistic way of pay- 
ing tribute to the memory of Dr. King has been 
proposed m the Senate by Senator Brooke and in 
the House by Congressman Farbstein. They advo- 
cate a joint resolution urging the President annually 
to declare Jan. 15 Martin Luther King Day --to 
be observed, as Abraham Lincoln's birthday ii 
widely observed, by appropriate voluntary exer- 
dses in schools and at public meetings. Certainly it 
would be a more appropriate tribute to Dr. King 
to have students talk about him and his ideas in 
op ep yrhools than to have the schools shut dow n. 
The aun ss a memorial, not merely t Iraliday. ' 




Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 





The WashingtoD Poet f ^ 
Times Herald ' 



Hie Waahinston Daily Newa ^ 

The Evening Star <Waah^|Kon) . 
The Sunday Star (Waa^Cif^gton)^ 

Daily Naw8 (New^tMfif? 

Sunday Newa (New YoA) 

New York Poet 



The New York Timea . 
The Sun (Baltimore) - 

The Daily World 

Hie New Leader 



The Wall Street Journal 
The National Obaerver . 
People* a World 



Examiner (Waahington) . 



/iL.L ♦ill u .ii r • ' ;^Or:l Ah.LU — 



AR5 1989 



her:?- 




March 8, 1969 



EEC- 51 





ALL iriFC:-t:.-;T'ori coriiAir^^D 

HEREIN lGU^iCLASS:FiED 



In reply to your letter of February 18th, I have 
tterer made any atatemeat to the effect that Martin Lather King 
waa a member of commonlBt organlEatt(»s. bformation ef tbla 
nature, whether ettbotantiated or not, cannot be released beeanse 
of a Department of Juatice, order regarding all matter* of a con- 
Udential nature. 

At a preaa conference on November 18, 1064, I 
made the statement that King was the most notorloos liar in the 
country. I did so because he had grossly distorted the facts con- 
cerning our ^cial Agents handling civil rights investigations in 
the Sooth. 

Sineerily yours, 

1. Edgar Hoover 




f ' 

t 

Jj 



Tot son ^ 
DeLooch . 

- J Wohr 

^ I Bishop 

Cosper _ 
eS^^ CoHdion . 
t0::y^. Conrod — 

Fell 

-':^;"\ Gole 

'^ '.• Bo sen ^ 
SulJivon . 

' Tovol 

. Ttott« _ 



Tele. Room . 
Holme* 

Candy 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record Identifiable with correspondent. 
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MAILED 10 

WAR 5 -1969 

COMM-FBI 



MAIL ROOM [ZD TELETYPE UNIT CD 




TRUE COPY 



Februaxy 28 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 



Oir class was recenUy discussing Marfin Tjithor King jr. 
A few years ago I recall that you stated Martin Luther King was a member 
of several Communist front organization. Based on your honorable 
reputation I hold that this, and another statement in which you called 
him a liar, are true. Would you please verify these statements for me. 
Thank You very much 

Sincerely yours 




Detroit, Michigan 
48224 



rV. ALL INFOR;vlATi:rj CONTAIKEft 61,969 
-13/ir') HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE A- 1 ^-il BY r/Jt/Jfewp >A- 



^A.'^xK- ../^^uju _>CLC^:tlU5C l^7^<v^;u>»^- "^^jJLLjl^ 

^'CM-'^ ^^lXlq^Cs^^^^j^ ^'XML'\ju^-Y JciLc^d-^. 

^A^cujo ^^^>-t.^^ fVKu/OL« 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE2Ji^^^B\^v?vLttaL 





^ .... t--^ 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE P /a-r * B YSy^ ^.ll> ni lAl 

& reply to the Inqolrles In toot letter oC Febxu- 
«X7 24th, Z hare never made aay Hqt«*"*i*nt to the effect that 
Martin lAther King was a ^mmunist. Informatloa of tM f natoMi 
whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
DQ^artment of Justice order regarding all matters of a confiden- 
tial nature* 

At a press conference on Norember 18, 1964, X 
made the statement that Eb^ was the most aotorloos Uar in the 
oonnlry. I did so becanse he bad grossly distorted the facts 
coDceming oar fijpecial Agents »>«ti^«»*g ciYll rl f^ ff Inrestiga* 
tions in the Sooth* 



MAIL£0 10 . 

FE6281969 



Sincerely yoors, 
7. Bdgar Hoovof 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no Informatitm concerning correspondenL 
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Tolson ^ 
DeLeocfa , 



Bishop 

Cokprr 

Call ah on . 
Conrad 

r»it 

GqIp 

Ro»en 

Suliivon 
Tev^l 
Trorter 
Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gondy . 



MAIL ROOM dl TELETYPE UNIT lU 



J tX>6 



MR. TOLtOtg 




.OFFICE OF DIPtEwTOn 
DCHAL aUREAU OF INVEST 
D STATES DEPARTMENT OF 

Feb. 24, 1969 
Syosset, N. Y. 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am w](l^g to you in reference 
t o Martin L. Ktng^ I was under the 
impression that he was called a liar 
and he was said to have communistic 
leanings, by you* Are these statements 
true or do you feel he was the man 
I worthy of his praise? 




MA. THOTTER < 

MR. JONES 



TELE. ROOM . 



Mils HOLMES 

MRS. METCALr . 
MISS «ANOY 



Presently my children attend assemblies 
in his honor, write compositicxis about him and I must 
sit and hear his recordings at a P. T. A. meeting. 

Please write to me as I want to know exactly 
what the F. B. I has on its reports. I feel if these 
statements are true, my children should not honor 
this man in an American public school. 



Thank you. 




^^^•^feincerely. 



COPY:hcv 



11791 
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^^^^^ e-ot^^ -t^ J^^^ 
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1 - Mr. De Loach 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 



Tike Dejputy Attorney General 



V/« AYAV/VPA. \i 



lUrch 9, 1969 



Director* FBI 



MAHTIN LUTHEITEING, JR. 

BAPTAT. MATTKQjS 



1/ 



-..i'ii AIMED 

Poreaant to yoar request on Febroary 28, 1969, a 
oopy of a Top Secret document regardii^ Martin liother King, it, , 
was delivered on that date to Mr. Bryee H. Barlov, Special Asaistant 
to the President, at the White Boose. 



— — — 



document forwarded to the President and the Attorney General on 
January S&, 1969. 



NOTE: Deputy Attorney General Kleindienst called Inspector 

Sterling B. Donahoe at 5:50 p. m. , 2/28/69. He referred to continuing 

He asked that a summary be prepared concerning the background of King, 
including his immoral behavior, and delivered to Bryce Harlow at the 
White House by Noon, 3/1/69. 

We had already prepared such a document at the Instructions 
of the Director and copies had been sent the President and Attorney General. 
After checking with the Director, IQeindienst was reminded of the prior 

would emphasize the classification to Harlow and asked that a copy bp 
delivered directly to Harlow. This was done at 6:30 p.m. , 2/28/69, by 



SBD:amr 
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1 00^ (OUT 0.^11 



- . . .' ; ff r-^ 

MAR 'feg 



TELETYPE UNIT 




1. . ■ .- 's^-. 



,.".7 
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r]0 
March 4, 1969 




^1 



. v.^iVi MINED 

13 Li;iCL ;-3f RED 




I have received yoar letter of February S7th. 

While I would like to be of assistance to you, 
information coaceming the alleged communist affiliations of 
Martin Luther King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be 
released because of a Department of Justice order regarding 
all matters of a confidential nature. 

In reply to your other request, this Bureau does 
not have for distribution the type of list you requested; however, 
you may wish to secure a copy of *Y}ulde to Subversive Organisa- 
tions and Publications, ** prepared and released by the BOose 
Committee on Un-American Activities, now known as the Bouse 
Committee on Internal Security. In it are listed some of the 
groups and periodicals which have been cited by various state and 
Federal agencies, and a copy of it can be purchased for seventy 
cents from the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D. C. 20402. Checks or money orders should 
be drawn payable to the Superintendent of Documents., C.O.D. 
orders will not be accepted. 



Tolson 
fc- '1 DeLooch . 

Prr;T Uohr 



filncerely yours^ 

7. Edg!^ Hoover 
NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent 
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Fedexml Bureau of Inrestlgatlon 
Washington, B.C. 

Dear Sir: 



It has come to my attention that there is t. moTement throughout 
our nation, and in fact, a bill has be«n introduced in Congri^^to 
uke January 15, a national holiday in honor of Martin Latherflng. 



X recall seeing a picture published tty the FBI of Mr* King 
attending communist training classes somewhere in the South. I also 
have in mind Congressman Ashbrook'a remarks of 10/i;/67«-CongresBlonal 
Record-saying that Mr. King is the one nan In this decade who has done 
the most to promote and help comauniso In our countiy. 

If this is so this man does not deserve to be honored by our 
country. Can you verify or deny these facts? What are the facts of I 
Mr. Kine and his rslationshlD with 8ubwtT*fl4ve a^ti^^-'^'^A th* Un^fj^l 
States?^ * " " ' 



I would also like a list of specialised publications dealing with 1 
subversive activities In the United States and where I may obtain a ' 
Bubecriptlon. 

I am quite concerned with the way things are going In this 
country. I feel I had better try to help my country. I must become 
better informed of the true facts of life here in the United States « ' 

Any assistance you can give me will be greatly appreciated. ^ 
Thank you« 




1 



Tola 



-TJ Mohr 

y -i ^* ^ Bishop 

Callohon . 
CofiiQd 

«^v.:-;S' Gal* 

'V' Romen 

' Suljjvor _ 
.> Tov«j 



Trorter 

T«Ie. Room , 

Holrh«s 

Candy — - 




MAILED 10 

FEB 2 8 1969 

COMMfBI 



FebmaxySS^ 1969 

>:imFORi^Tr-:caMTMNED 



In to the SaqMixies in yoar letter of Fflbxtt* 
ary 21st, I have never oinde any statement to the effect that 
Martin Luther King was a oomnranist* biformatSon of this aatare« 

♦ 

whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Dopartment of Jtistlce order regarding all matters of a eonHden- 
tial nature. 

Sincerely yours, 

1. Edgar Hoover 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
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\ 



February 21, 1969 

Federal Bureau of Inyestlgatlon 

aentlemen, iSLzJg^j&.S\ SM^i ^ 

In a recent heated discussion with an acquaintance of mine 

he claimed that he had information that the late Martin Luther 



was a Communist, \Vhen I questioned the veracity of his 
statement he referred me to your organization. He indicated 
that you had released information and would upon request send 
excerpts from Dr. Kin^^s personal file. I am embarrased to 
ask you do this as I feel that my friend was mistaken, but in 
fairness to him I am taking the time to vrrite and ask you if 
you have ever forv/arded any information of this sort to any 
private individual and if so would you as my friend indicated 
forward such information to me. 

ray I thank you in advance for your time in reading this 
letter and in sending a prompt response. 

Sincerely 



\ 





^ - \^ 



rtEC-S5 



1069 



1 
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Gladstone, Missouri 
Dear 






have received yoar letter of Fdbmary 14Ui and 
appreciate tiie Interest which prompted yoa to write. 

In response to your inquiries as to whether or not 
Martin Luther King was a communist, information of this nature, 
whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because d a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a ecmfiden* 
tlal nature. 

As to your question about Stokely Carmlchael, tbe 
FBI is strictly an investigative agency of ttie Federal Government 
and, as such, does not determine whether prosecutive action wUl be 
undertaken in any situation. Such decisions concerning violations 
of Federal law are within the province of the Attorney GeneraL 
Voluminous data relative to Carmlchael have been furoished to tiie 
Attorney General for his consideration, and yoa may wish to con- 
tact him. 



1^' 



MAILED 10 

FEB241969 

COMMFBI 



Sincere^ yours, 
J. Edgar Boov« 
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NOTE: BufUes contain no identifiable information concerning correspondent. 
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J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr» Hoover: 




I azn puzzled and confused! Shortly before the assassination of 
Martin Luther King, I vatched the Joe Pyne Show on television %fhen 
he had as guest a Negro woman viho had been % counter spy for the FBI, 
I have forgotten her name but she had been working with the civil 
rights movement in Chicago and perhaos other cities and had written a 
book on her experiences. She seemed to be a worrlerful person* a good, 
honest Christian woman and a patriotic citizen of this country* Just 
before the interview was over, Joe Pyne asked her directly if Martin 
Luther King was a com^nunist and she answered him by saying, **yes, he is. 

Now, my question is this: If Majrtip Luthef j ^ jjflg was a communist, and 
he surely must have been, why doesn't the Federal Government let the 
public know the truth about him? I am thoroughly disgusted with all 
the eulogizing and praise showered upon this man* I We even read that 
pressure is being exercised by certain groups to make his birthday a 
National holiday! And something just as offensive , I read sometime 
ago that a postaere stamp is to be issued in his honor! Under the cir- 
cumstances, how could the le?dership of the United States Government 
disgrace the citizens of this country by honoring a communist in this 
way? There are still many patriotic citizens who should be honored! 

In my opinion and it is the opinion of many other persons with lAiom 
I've discussed this, that Martin Luther King, Jr. stirred up more 
trouble between the races in this country than any other m,an. He 
claimed to be preaching nonviolence, when every word he uttered on 
television was of a violent nature and his eyes revealed the hatred 
he held in his heart! He claimed to be a preacher of the gospel, but 
the Bible I know doesn't teach hate! Will you please write and tell 
me why this man, a traitor to his country, is being so highly praised 
by some of the leadership? I'm fed up with 

S3 

I would also like to know why the Stokely Cai 

in prison? 1 didn't know that our Constitution and Bill of Rights 
had S)ich wide coverage! Thank you for a renly. 



IS Kini^ so nxgniy praxsea 
irmichpels aren't thrown 
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HEREIN IS UilCLASSiFlED 
• Mr S-»>Vt RYg <K\'>»6 

Tbaak you for yoor Und eonunois In yoiur Istttr 
cC February i4ttu WUlelwlshlt wtreposslhletobeof asgUt- 

as confidential in accordance with regulaUons of the Department 
Of Jostice. I am torry J am unable to fuznlflb the data yoa are 



Sincerely yours. 



NOTE: Bafiles contain no record of correspondent. Title and address 
per telephone directory. 
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Feb. lli,1969 

Dear Mr. Heever^ 

Just want te thank yeu fer your life and pray 
Qed will centinue te use yeu in this ceiintry ef eurs 
to make it a better place te live* 

I need some information concemire the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King. I am a minister of the Christian 
Church here at Nevbem and fill that Mr. King %ia8 far 
from being a Christian and did exactlly ip^hat the 
convnunist wanted him to do. Please send me what you 
can concerning his activity as a comnunist and bill 
me for the material. 



ALL INFORMATION COMTAINlJ Sl«certly yours, 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 




bite; 




NEWBERN. TENN 



lo n-.^ 211959 



i /^, '/.^/%//7^ ^^^^ 
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Febnuuy 7, 1969 





ewToA 10928 



Tour tetter of February Srd hat been received. 

In responae your inquiry, Informatioa concemiog 
the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Uither King, vhether 
substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department 
of Ju. tice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 
I regret I am unable to be of help to you. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 




Tolson . 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no information relating to correspondent 
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TRUE COPY 

Feb. 3rd, 1969 

Dear Sir, ^^^^\ -TlS^^ 

I am a sophomore ^^K^f CoUege, and would like 
Information regarding Martin Luthe^Kgbeing a communist. 



Believe me, its not to start a big college uproar, as 
Ladycliff is a small girls college with approximately 450 students. a 

V. 

I need the information for an oral report I have to give 
in a few weeks. I would appreciate pictures if you have any. (f 

If you cannot help me I'd appreciate it, if you told me 
someone who could. 

Thank You ALL INFORMATIOfi CONTAINED 

, , :-^REIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

10928 z.,^. (C^/ ^ 

18 FEB 10 1969 
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ALL INFORMATIOfJ CONTAINED 
/Qiju, "^'••'Eif- IS UfiCLASSlFIED 





^^^^ 





j 



^^tf^^ixrdL. a-, ^^^^ 
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FtbrooiT 10, l(t9 



St 



©I- 




, Korfb Dakota A8267 



have received the letter of Febniary 4th from yoa 




Deari 



and 



In reply to your Inquiry, Informatloii concerning the 
alleged communist affiUatlone of Martin Luther King, whether aub- 
stantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department of 
Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 

Sincerely yours, 




ALUNFORt/.ATlOuCONTWN£n 
HERE K IS UNCLASSlRtD 



NOTE: Bufiles con 



^o^j|y^^^|j|aation identifiable with either 
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Northwood^ North Dakota 
February I969 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEAja^il-BYsl!f=»«Jau«- 



Oar Present Day Problems class in school is doing some research 
on recent occurrences. Our research tooic is concerned -with the late 
Dr. Martin Luther^l ncr^ Junior* 

1" TEere have been many rumors concerning the fact that Dr« King 
had been affiliated irf.th Coramunist action* Certain organizations 
such as the John Birch Society > have definitely stated his membership 
with the Communist Party. ^ 

It had also been stated that through his non^violent actions 
he ms used by the Commhnist Party. Do you have any information 
which would prove or disprove this statement? 

Vfe shall greatly appreciate any assistance you may be able to 
give us. 

Thank you for your help and cooperation* 



P# S« Would you please send any inofrmation you may have to the 

following address: 




Nortiiwood, North Dakota 5826? 
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Ihe Attorney General 




FebrtiAzy 5, 1969 




Director, FBI 



MARTIN LUIHER KING, JR. 
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A aource of this Bureau vho has furnished reliable ^/ ^ 
information in the past has advised that Mrs. Coretta King, rJi^/ 
vldow of the late Martin Luther King, Jr. , planned to call \4>Yj 
«the President to discuss with him a proposed SMmorlal cent^^^ 
AN( commemorating Martin Luther King, Jr. 

<oi'^ Stanley David Levlson, an advisor to Mrs. King, 

• |has suggested that Mrs. King would not want to place herself 
^1 under any obligation by asking the President for help but 
X. ; sxiggested that she take the approach that it is not a 
C/^S ;S • question of asking the President for a favor but rather 
$o that the Federal Government oves it to the Negro to ^ 
establish such a a&sorlal. ' - 





The above information is being furnished to 
Dr. KUslngT .t th. Whit. H^. ^L.^^^ ,/^^ '^ ^ 

1 - Ihe Deputy Attorney General « " 

V FEB » m 
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Hie Attorney General 



HOTE: 




Classified Secret" as It contains data froa 
sensitive sources and unauthorized disclosure of this 
Infonsation alght jeopardize these sources and be i » 
prejudicial to national defense Interests. ^ 
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CaroUna 88786 



Tour letter was received on January 27th. 

In. reply to your inquiries, information concerning the 
alleged communist affiliations of Martin Lather King, whether sub* 
stantlated or not, cannot be feleaaed beeaose of a Department of 
Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. For 
this same reason, I am anaUe to comment on the article yoa men- 
tioned. 

Sincerely yours, 



TpJ»on 
DeLopch . 
MDhr 



BikKop _ 

Casper 

ColJghon . 
"^7^:^ Conrad 

;>'.;.';\ CoJe 



Ros«ij ,„ 
Suliivon 
Tov«l — 
Tiortef L. 

Holtnes 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. Hie 
only references to "The Sword of the Lord" are prior to 1957 and showtit 
was published In Wheaton, Illinois, at that time. 
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Waynesville, N.C. 
28786 



Director of The Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 



ALL l^^FOR?^AT;o^' co^;TAlNFD / 

Dear Sir; 

The purpose of this letter is ^bout a recent article I 
read in a paper about the late Martin Luther King. In the paper he 
personally was not accused of being a communist but being surrounded 
by them in his organization and accepting money from thim. Is this 
true? If so» why is not the public informed of this. 

I believe in equality for all persons, but if a person is 
a communist or deals with them and exerts the influence he did then 
the public should be informed of his shady background. 

The President of The United States ordered all flags to 
be flown at all places including Western Germany where I was stationed 
with the Army thinking that I was fighting for freedom and against 
communism at half mast. I would hate to think that our flag which has 
flown over many men who have fou^t and died against communism be 
flown at half mast for a man who sympathized with ttiese very ideals! 

I hope that we the people of the United States are not 
being kept from the truth in such matters as these. If we are then we 
need a change in tiiis policy. 

The paper I am referring to is The Sword of the Lord 
which is printed in Murfreesboro, Tenn. The article was by Dr. Tom 
Anderson. 

Could you please enlisted me on this matter. Thank you 

REG- 5l//y^ ^ / / / ^ . 
Yours truly ^ ^ 



/s/ 



'i JAN 29 1969 
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UNITED STATES G NMENT 

Memorandum 
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TO 



FROM 



Mr. W, C. Sullivan 



D«Le!Jrr. , 

Uoh: 

Biincp _ 
Cjsp#r _ 
Coliohan 

Conrad 

Fth 



Mr. G. Moore 



o 

SUBJECT MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
RACIAL MATTERS 



DATE: 1-22-69 , ^/^"-^--^ 



Tsvrl 
Trotter — . 
T«l». Roofr 

Holmes, 

Gundy 



This is to transmit attached document regtf^^^ ^ 
conmiunist influence on Martin Luther King, Jr. , to the , Mi' r-^ 
President and the Attorney General. 



Memorand\jm dated January 17, 1969, from 
Mr. G. C. Moore to Mr. W, C. Sullivan recommended attached 
doojment be furnished the President and the Attorney General 
I on January 23. 1969. The Director approved. 

In view of the sensitivity of the attached document, 
it is felt most appropriate to have the letter to the President 
and its enclosure delivered to Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Adviso/X CS 
to the President for National Security Affairs, in order that / 
Kissinger can bring it to the President's personal attentioryl jAj 
We have already established liaison with members of / / 

Dr. Kissinger's staff and our Liaison Section will deliver 
this letter. J 

ACTION: 



1. If you approve, attached letter and its enclosure 
will be delivered, to Dr. Kissinger by tl)e Liaison S^tion. 

2, The attached letter to the Attorney General and 
Its enclosure will be forwarded to the Attorney General. ^ 
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KING STAfi^ 
IS PLANNED C/^ 
AT CATHEDRAL 

A iUtue of Jhf BevJlL 
Martin Luther^TgiDg 7r7thc 
nam Negro civil rights lead- 
er, wiU be placed is tbe nave 
of Waahjjsgton Cathedral 
alongside aome 30 others in 
a aeriea of **great Chris^ 
tian^" ^ 

Tht Very Rev, VnaOs B. 
Sayre Jr., dean of the cathe- 
dral, iaid SB Ma annatmee* 
ment that the carved like- 
ness wiU te 3& iDcbei tall 
and wiU coit about $2,500. 
The sUtue vnll be the 6rst 
of a Negro ta be mcluded in 
the aeries. About a dozen 
atatues already are in pUce, 
iachiding reformers John 
Calvin and Martin Luther. 



A vmmrMi ipoKesman 
said tbe dedaiOD to create 
tbe statue came in response 
to a request by the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer* 

lAW^ A4il|^ • Will UUU^ 

day, whidi would have been 
Wednesday, be honore*! by 
tbe nation's churches. King 
preached his last forma] ser- 
mon in the cathedral the 
week before Ua^dei^' last 
April 4. 

Tbe stone carving will be 
.fashioned from a plaster 
cast to be designed by Col. 
Liarl £ush, cathedral sculp- 
tor-in-residence. The work 
will begin when dcmations to 
cover the cost have been ie- 
eeived, tbe qwkesman aaid* 
-"iff 
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The Washington Post ' 

Tiinee Herald » ,^-L.V 

The WaahingtoD D^ty Newa ^ 

The Evening Star/ivaebington) - - 

The Sunday Stu^WaBhingtoihllAi 

Daily News O^w York) 

Sunday Ne«^tNew Yoik) . 

New York Port 



The New York Times . 
Tbe 9un IBaHimDTe) . 

The Daily Worid 

The New Leader 



Toe wail giareei rfoanai 
The Nrtional Observer ^ 
People^a World 



Examiner (Waabingto&) , 
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The President 
The Vhlte House 
Veshlngton, 0« C. 

Dear Mr. President: 



1 - Mr. DeLoach 

1 - Mr. V. C. Sullivan 

1 - Mr. Bishop 

January 23. 1969 

1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. Deskin 



CLASSIFIED AND^ 
EXTEriDEtKeY..-? 

f:'A=;Ot/F(Jt; (\>t^-;uN 

DAT/ CF ily^L"// F^H 
DE/LASSiFiCATIOii. 



BY LIAISON 





The Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
founded by Martin Lutheif^Klng, Jr. , held demonstrations 
on January 15, 1969, King's birthday, urging that his 
birthday be nade a natlonel holiday. Keverend Ralph 0. 
Abemathy, President of the Southern Christian Leedership 
Conference, has advocated national holiday status for 
King's birthday, according to press eccounts. 

^ In view of this, there is enclosed e docunent 
regarding the communist infltience on King during his 
^careej^jend his highly inmoral personal behevior. For your ■ ^ . 

lAformetion, e copy of this document Is also being furnished \(yt\'^' 
^6* th^^Attomey General. ^ V*'^'*' 





CO 



Sincerely yours, 

itEC-33 

. ... I* JAN 24 m 



Enclostire 



2rJD:sd. (7) 




ypeunitIZD 




Tbe President 



HOTE ; 

Classified *'9#^5ecret** as information in this 
letter and in the enclosure, if disclosed, could co np toaise 
infomants and Jeopardise the national security. Tbe 
Director Approved nemorandtm Mr. C. C. Moore to Mr. V. C. 
Sullivan dated 1-17-69, captioned Martin Luther King, Jr.» 
recoomending enclosed docunent be sent to the President 
and the Attorney General. See memorandum Mr* 6. C. Moore 
to Mr. V. C. Sullivan dated 1-22-69, captioned Martin Luther 
King, Jr., prepared by TJD:sd. 
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ALLIMrV;--^'V;CCNTA{NE!) 

HEREIM iS ^: JlASSIRED 

DATE ^ 73 B\ 9^^nr ^fM. 



MAILED 24 

JAN2-1969 

COMM'PBI 



Your tetter of December 26th Snittlring about 
the activities of Martin Luther King has been recelvad. mie 

♦ 

I certainly wish it were pOMlble to be of assistance to you, 
information contained in our tiles must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice. I am aorry X am unable to famish the data yon am 
seeking. 

Sincemly yonm* 

J. Edgar Hoofver 



Tol»or , 



D«Looch , 



Bishop ^ 
Coiper ^ 

_• Callahan . 
^^SZ, Coniod 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identUlable with correspondent* 
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Dec 26» 1968 

FBI Director 
J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

C I would like to have some information on M r. Martin 
^LirtherKing. I would like to know what kind of man he was, good or 
baanreu can't believe what you read, some say he is good and 
other's say his bad. What is the truth ? 

Thank You 



/s/ 




Fort Recovery, Ohio 
45846 
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December 18» 1068 



'^"^ 100- 10 CC7^ ^ 



9 ' ' v-> 



Deari 



.... 



In reply to the inquiry In your letter of Decem- 
ber 12th regarding the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Lather 
King, informatiOQ of this nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot 
be released because of a Department of Justice order concerning all 
matters of a conUdential nature. 




ii 1 

i 1 

5 o B 
o 



Sincerely yourst 
1 Edgar Boof»€ir 

MOTE: Bufiles disclose previous outgoing to d»M> 10/2 5/68 regarding 
violence. We sent him Directoi% testimony before the National Comi 

n the Causes and Prevention of Violence . Bufiles further disclose 
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60643 



12/12/68 



Mr. Edgar Hoover, 

ALL INFORMATION CD - V^?- ' 

Washington, D. HEREIN IS u:jcl^.ss!: il:/ ' 

Dear Mr. Hoover- C^ATE A:^Jl,lV_B ft^ ^ 

A couple of y^ars ago there was a rumor thru out this 
area that Martin Luthei^ing Jr was a communist and attended a com- 
munist school in Tennesee, as did Stokely Carmichael. Does your 
office have such information? Can you imagine a cathoUc church here 
placing a black marble figure of King on a pedestal in a Chicago Church, 
where the assistant pastor is black and in a spot light. This black priest 
wants to have Martin Luther King canonized I 



Respectfully 




18 DEC 20 1968 
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Page(8) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statanents, where 
indicated* explain this deletion. 



Deleted under exemption<s) 



with no aegregable 



material available for release to you» 



nZl Infonnation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 
□ Infonnation pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



0 Documentis) originating with the following government agency(tes) 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ie8); 

, as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Paget s) withheld for the following reaaonts): 



O For your information: 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



xxxxxx 

XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 



XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
km DUPLICATION FEE \ 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



FBI/DOJ 



December 9, 1968 






ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEiLiOrM^BYs/VJfliui- 

Dickson, Tennessee 87 0SS 

In reply to your inquiry of December 3rd, Informa* 
tion concerning the alleged communist alf Uiatioos of liartin Luther 
King, whether substantiated \>t not, cannot be released because of 
a Department of Justice order regardii^ all matters of a ccnfiden- 
tial nature. For this reason, I am unable to furnish the data you 
are seeking. 

^cerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 



n 




/ NOTE: Correspondent could not be identified in Bufiles. 



Tol»on 

DeLooc^ . 

Mohr 

Bishop , 

Cot per . 



AWT 



:kc^' 



(3) 



^ CallohoR , 
\V^'^ Conrad 



My/ ■ 



Calf' 



RoscR — ^ 

Sulhvon 

Taw*.' 

Trc't*r 

Tele. PooiT 

Holr»en 

Gondy 



yAILROOMCD TCLrlYPE UNItLJ 




►cKson, Tennessee 
Bacember 3, I966 



37055 



Department of Justice Bulldlne 

Ufa B V.4 rt 

nsLa lAxlJ^ wwu X/> W* 



Gentlemen: 

Ab a citizen I am very concerned about the racial strife 
which la, tearing the nation apart. The beioved RevI'Martln^^ 
^"^!^^ ^^^^S racial peace- ana JUsCloe 

6u our j.and. I supported and respected him more than mere 
words can express. But I hear persistant rumors that Rev. 
"-•"6 was a memuer 04, uus Cciuiaunlat Party. 1 have been 
told recently that the FBI files prove this claim. I wish 
you could help me by giving me Information about this. If 
you can't help me please tell me where I can get such in- 
formation. Your efforts will mean much to me. 



Respectfully, 





CKsbn, Tennessee 37055 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINS 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

UJ\! t.«* -J ' 




Department of Justice Bulldlne 
Washington D. C. 20025 



hCTICE: FBI DIVISION 



00£6 9 m r 

eORRESPOI^ENCE 
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Iii0r«iiiberl7, 1M8 



ALLINFORiVi.ATIONCOMTWNEl 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Tour latter November Slat eoneenliv tbe actlTi- 
ties of lAutlii Lather Klog has bean reeciTod. While X certainly 
vUh It were possible to be sfaMiatanee to fou, lof ormatton eon- 
tatned In ear fUes most be «««i«rf^Htii as eonOdential in aeoordanoe 
vlthreeiilationsQf tfaeDepartmenieCAistiee. XamsonyXam 
unable to fitmiah the data 70U are setii]^ 

fibieer^ jom^ 




NOTE: Bofiles contain no record /^^^rrespendeot. 
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California ^^^1*4 / 
Movember 21 , 1968 



A.L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



mT. c)« Edgar jnoover 
federal Jdureau of Invee ligation 
w'aBhington D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

purpose in writing to you id to obtain accurate 

information concerning tnc activitiee of tne late fartin 

IiUtnei^Ang^. This information is to be ueed in a high sci?ool 

class report. It is my understanding tnat tne ^.^.l. has 

such accurate and revealing, indisputable evidence concerning 
fclB activities which contras-C greatly to the saintly person 

he claimed to be. 

I would appreciate any information you could send me. 



r; 



Very truly yours. 




\ A' 



" 2 868 



0 




MoTtmber 14, 1M8 
AIRMAIL 




Toor toltor «m reetlved oa MovcnlMr Itlh. 

bi reply to yoor laqolrlea, teformattoii eon* 
eernlng the tUeged eommnaUt effUiatiooa of Martla Lother 
King, vhetlier mlMtsiitiated or mk, ctnaol be relmed 
becaoBe of a Deptrtmeut of Jostiee order r«cardli« all suit* 
tera of a eonf identlal aabire. For the aame reaaon* I am 
uable Id anawer jour other qveattona about him. 




Slneeraly foora, 

J Edgar Boaw^ 



1 - Manila - Enclosure 

1 - Foreign Lialaon Unit - Encloanre 



NOTE: Bufilea contain no record of correspondent. 
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IrA, Novvoiber 1968 



The Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
WASHINGIOR. D. C. 



Dear Mr, Hoover, 



<uite recently a highly respected Methodist 



. , . Obtained a tape recor^llng of what purports to be the last 

puDiic aaaresB given by Martin i^uthP^-^Ki ng . usually Kln« le held up as a 
martyr to the cause of ImprovinR the lot of negroes In the States, 
for myself, I believe he. King, was a fellow traveller, who had outlived his 
use to International Comajunlam, and ao was disposed of, 

now» in order that I may take some effective steps through the Church Press, 
will you please advise me; 

1. have you any clear proof of K,ng'g link with CpmaiunlSBi? " 

2. Djd he, Kjy,6. P«y any visits to Russia as the guest of the fiusaian Govt? 

3. while he preached non violence, wherever he went, violence erupted. 
Is this a statement of fact?, 



S 



A. was K*^^'b Influence on the body Politic beneficial pr otherwise? 
I might say that I ^m the eldest surviving gt. gt. gt. Grandson of 0^,1 
bTC^^flHHBV ^ Secretary to G^rwrsl KAs^^^^j^D* 1775-63. 

I am an American Citizen, though all my life has been lived In A,Btrall»- 

I served in the Ist. A. I. F. and was Injured by shell blast at the Battle 
or Msmei, *»/7/18. I am now too paralysed to move out of my chair. 



yours sincerely. 




12 NOV 16 «G8 



^ . Ill 



0^ 




Morember 15, 1M8 
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I h«r« netlTed joar Ittter of Notember llth. 

Wbile I would like to be of aeslBtaoee to joa, 
Information conceniog tbe alleged commanlst afflUations of 
Martin Lather Kins» vbether aubetantlated or not, cannot be 
released becaase of a l>epartineiit of Justice order regarding 
all matters of a confidential nature. I regret I am unable to 
be of help in this instance. 



ttnecMly yonri, 

1. Edfltf Hooter 



NOTE: Bullies contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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WAKERELD, N. H. 03888 



Koveniber 11, 1968 



Mr, J, Edgar Hoover, Chief 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 



A surprising number of people in Ifew Hampshire say, 
r and aoparently believe, that the late Dr. Martin Latter 

^ Mns vas a Conrnunist. The New Ha-ipshire paper, the 

|?^^??^3ter Union. Just this week included slurs against 
Dr. King using most "un- journalistic" objectionable 
language, 

1 understand the" P. B. I. investigated these 
charges. Can you tell me if you have discovered he was 
or was not a Conmunist? I would be most grateful 
indeed for a reply. 
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I receired yoor lett«r od Nortmber 4th and viat 
to tlMnk joafor your Und c<iniin«it«. 

b rtspooM to TOUT tnqalries, I can assure 70a 
that I have never made a&y such statement as the one attributed 
to me in yonr latter. 

At a poress conference m November 18, 1964, I 
made the statement that MargaJiUther^King was the most notorious 
liar In the country. I did so because he had grossly distorted 
*] the facts concerning our Special Agents handling civil rl^s 
Investigations in the South. It is nc^ possible for me to comment 
further Inasmuch as Information In our files must remain con- 
fidential la accordance with regulations of the Depurtmsnt of 
Justict. 



ALL I^^FORMAT!0^! CONTAINEDr. Edgar Hoover 
HEREIN IS UMCLASSIFIED 
DATE A^/.3^->r W^H^^^^ 

VCrrZ: Correspondent Is not Identifiable In Bufiles. 
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I would like all the information that you have concern- 
ing the life of Martin Luther King. I would like any information you 
have regarding his birth, early school and family years, whether he 
' has a police record and his activities in Civil Right movements. About 
the Civil Rights movement, was he connected privalty with any commu- 
nist or mlliant group, black or white in this country or any other country. 



into riots. I would like to know if the statement I read in the paper is 
true and if it is what caused J. Eger Hoover to say them: 



"Mr. King had been saying bad thii^s about the way the 
FBI had treated the civil rights movenent, but Mr. Hoover said if he 
didn't shut up about the FBI, he would bring evexytfaing he knew about 
King out in the open and let the people see what type of person he really 



(^ A . What were the things Mr. Hoover had against him, a 

J^jri'.:'^' I comminst, a person who would overthrow the U.S. or what. 

0 ^ 

I know a lot of this might be secret, but I need it to do 
a research on Dr. King, and need diis information. 



^^^R^BfS^Be High School 
Lynchburg Va. 



Mr. Hoover, I respect you as a police officer very much and think 
that this country needs more people, like you. 




rynchbux^ Virginia. 



%0m 




ALL INFORmTlON r.nwTAiMim 
HEREIN IS UiNCLASSIRED 
'^/'Tr;7./»j^ BY Ji3^^1fe>c 
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Ju/ol/ e^44aJi/ 
^ ^ ^ y5C7'u„. 
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Hoy»mber 4, 2968 





Tlushing, Michigan 

In r«pl7 to^e Inqviry In your totter dL Oetobtr 28th 
concerning Btortln Uithtf^to g^ information in Uw lllos of the FBI 
muet be maintained ae confidential pursuant to regulationc of the 
Department of JusUce. I regret I caimot be of help to jou. 

Sincerely youre, , ^ 

I, Sdgar Soccer 2?^^ l^^o^.i^'i ^'^'^^ ^ 

i-*^ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

NOTE: On basis of available data, correspondent is not identifiable 
in Bureau files. 
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Tojson 

DvLooch . 

Mohr 

Btfthop 

Co*p«r _ 
Coliohon . 
Conrod „ 

FeJt 

Gal*. 



Rosen _^ 

SuJIivqh 

Tov€l 

Trotl*r 

T«je. Reoir 

Candy * 



■ MAIL BOQII TELETYPE UNIT □ 




CCTCBEB 28, 1968 



If possible would you please send me Dr> M^L^Klnfe 'i 
police record. I need the information for some 
research X am doing on hi s life> Nould vou please ,0 
send the information to:. 




mt\n IS UNCLASSIFIED 



NOV 4 1SS8 



6 



1 



'■ - r 



m 





To] von . 
D*U>ach , 

MohT 

Bi»hop ^ 
Casper ^ 
CaHohofl . 
Conrad ^ 

r«M 

CqJ« 

no»«n 

SuUivon > 

TqvtJ 

Tre«#T 
T»i«. 
Holi 



Kirkwood, MissourTTsiai ^^^^^ HEREiis ii. JiSSIFIED 



Detr 
enclotim. 



I haT* rtctived your letter of October 30th and Its 




In reply to your l&qalries, I have never made any 
•tatement to the effect that Martin Lother King was a eommuniet. 
■Ikiformatlon of this nature, whether eubstaatlated or not, cannot 
be released because of a Department of Atstlce order regarding 
all matters of a confidential nature. 

At a press conference on November 18, 1964, 1 made 
the statement that King was the most notorious liar in the country* 
I did so because he had grossly distorted the facts concemli^ our 
fifpeclal Agents handling dvU rights InvesUgatlons in the South. 

lincerely yoort, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



hn(cj 

NOTE: Based ( 
CQncemingi 
envelope 



whIBfc Is being d 



FMGrrlf 



e data Buf lies contain no identifiable informatim 
[Her enclosure is a self-addressed, stamped 
ized in return. 
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I'r. Ei^ar Koov^r 

federal SLireau ol Invefcti..&ti jn 

WaEhln. ton, C. C, 



hear Kr, Hoover: 



/Ithht i.:artin L.ther rli., va. o co,.;:.nl .t ani a liar. Klaaly " 



let :.:e know, If thU i^s -our Oilaion ana vhy a,:d t-lta^e 



icr ivc !::e for -otij-rrirj 



oj wit'., irtjci- & w.*^-t; 



yourt Very truly 



V ' ■ « • V ■ • •• • 





i 1 rkwo od, Ko. 6312". 



gEC- 56 /O 0 ^ /O CC "^'0 — J^-^^ 



i£ NOV 7 m 



CORKED 




NCE, 




Tolson ^ 

CkLoach . 

Hohr 

Bithop « 

Celighon . 
Confod ^ 

r«it 

Coi# 

Roier 

Sullivon _ 
TovftJ 

Tele, 



October 29» 1968 




laUmoras, Pmnsylvania 1833' 
Dear 





AlL m 
mm 



I received your letter of October 
want to thank yoa for your kind remarke regarding mi 
traUon of the FBL 



Ih reply to Tour inquiry about the activ 



iSlstand 
adminis- 



ties of 

maintained 



Martin Luther King, information in our files must be 
as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice. I regret I am unable to furnish the data you are seek- 
ing. 

I did make the statement that Martin liather King 
was the most notorious liar In the country at a press conference 
on November 18, 1964. I did so because he had grosMy distorted 



the facts concerning our Special Agents handling civil 
ligations In the South. 

Sincerely yours, 



rights luves- 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no identifiable information cohceming 
The individuals named in his letter were not searcheqi for purpose 
answering his letter. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, (Director) 
Federal Bureau of Investl^etion 
Washington^ X)»C •^20535 # 



Dear Mr* Hoover; 



Uatamoras, Pennsylvanld, ^18336 • 



ALL INFORMATION COf ITAIK'ED 
HEREIN ISUMCl^'^r/FIF': 

October 2l8t,196d. ^o7^ 




Mr. Tolson 

Mr. DcLoii^cij 
Mr. 
Mr.. 

MrfTTf.ii.'i 

Mr. C*i:;.har, ._ 
Mr. Conjavl 

Mr. F'U 

Mr. G:-:.- 

Mr. It *i'U 

Mr. 

Mr. Ti.v-i 

Mr. li t'cT 

Tele. Itoom 

Miss K .«^tc'5 

Miss Gandy 



K 



I'm writins this letter to ascertain If It was 

possible to ootain froia your office some literature l^j^vallable 
pertaining to the Itio'^us Operandi of i>r» Llurtin Luther iwlng, Jr» 
nor deceased 'who ivas alleged to be one of the leaders of the liivtl 
riijr^ts *aOveaent. In ay personal opinion he was an Impostor and a 
oon-ua-i -waereoj tne records of ais activities speati for thei^elves. 
I-DTras nls philosophy that he had the rl^jut to dlsooey aiiy law he 
tiioug^it was evil or unjust. 

M'nat pronpted tnis letter was I have a Sou 
attenain^ hish school in this areaj and oae of tua teachers duri,. : 
the course of study is brain-washing the students Dy placing ISr. 
ICiii^ on a pedestal to Idealize him as a great man, which Is an 
Insult to mj^ ir.telll^ence, here la a man performing under the 
^uise of -l^on- violence when he actually advocated Violence, someboc 
was goofing when he was awarded the Kobel Peace Frlzeln 1964, 
As a natter of fact on Nov. lbth,of the eaue year you called lir« 
jiin^ "The 30st notorious liar in tha country". 

VThile on the subject another thins that infurlateu 
me recently prior to the Democratic National Convention In Chica-;c' 
111., Senator Eugene J. UcCarthy issued a statement to the effect 
if he were elected President one of the first official acts he wo\ 
perform In office would be to fire Mr. J. Edgar Hoover-. It is mi^ 
personal opinion he could 'nt hold a patch OA Ur. Hoovers pants, 
here is a man holding one of the most Important jobs In the nation 
for alniost the past half century as Jirc^tor of the Federal bureau j 
of Investisation and has performed some of the most oat standing 
and uiiheraled feats for the benefit of our country, and his organic 
zuiiio.i is second to none throu^^nout the world, and he Is one of the 
laost dec lea ted men in nigh government office today, ^*ne records 
sneaK for tnemselves. cnr lin s j 0^ 

I'm now retired from the City of New Yoric Police "-'"'^^ fC 
i>e 3iirt:nent since Sept. 1961, of r^hich I was a .aemoer for a period 
of thirty five years, and during that v/nole time was assigned to 
the 2dth Precinct, West 12Jrd Street Station House, located In 
Blaclc Hexlem and during that period of time had come In contact 
and ooserved the whole method of operation there, Including many 
pnonies only to mention a few, U^Lrcus (Jarvey, Julian the "Blacu;. 
Kajle", Lladaia ot. Clair, Father Deviue and Daddy Orace. But also 
n£.d txie pleasure of doinj jusiness v.ith some ^iood Dlac k people^, . ^ 
tnere also only to mention a few. ""^^ 





Bill '^Sojaa^-les" \ .Dinson, (dancer) ^ Dv. iJcirsL XI Roas, U^D., 
Ut. Louis Wright, i^.-J,, jJr. i>asl:, JDJ. Con^ress.dan Adam Clai^^ton 
Powell, Jr., Father who during them tiaes was the head of the 
Abyssinia Baptist Churcii, Kina Hue UcKenneyj (dancer & singer) and 
her Uotiier u Futner, ilr. Handy, {sons v?riter), Ur, Randolph, Pres«, 
sleeping pulfc^icLn porters union, ISr. Uadison, Father Devlnes lawyer 
an^ Suflrar Ray Robinson. Tnere was also some good times at tne Old 
Lafayette Theatre, 7th Ave., 4c 132nd St«, Rockland Palace for^aerly 
IJanhattan Casino, 8th Ave* L 155th, St Eddie Smalls Old Paradise 
7th Ave#ic 13Dth,St. ^Renaissance Casino cc Savoy Ballroom, Old Cotton 
Club on Lenox Ave., Connxonwealth S.C., Tilly£s Kitchen on Lenox 
Ave.» an'^ the Old Polo Grounds, 6th ATe«,ic 15oth St* 

In the late 1920 ^s you were able to perform poliee duties 
without any Interference from politics, I was able to control my 
post which extended on Lenox Ave., from 127th to 130th Street's, from 
1926 till 1933 and during said period of tlnie the end of the Night- 
stick was respected by the community in those day*s« Eowever the 
coming into power in the early 1930's of President rranklln Delano 
Roosevelt, Uayor Fiorello LaGuarditi and Congressman Yito Uarckntonla, 
Things then started to change rapidly, the power of inforcing the 
law w&s steadly being re:noved from the police, and X could then see 
the handwriting on the wall for the end of Law & Order In our City 
an'l for that matter throughout the oountry* 

I was promoted to the Detective Bureau in 1933 and remained 
in the same Precinct, The first Harlem Riot occurred March 19th, 1955 
and the second Slot on Aug.lst ,1943, them were dark days in Harlem, 
I was present and participated in both Hiots and from my investigation 
of same it disclosed that the Riots were not spontaneous but a planned 
and manipulated conspiracy and was precipitated by masses of black 
male 6l female persons who resorted to violence, destruction of property 
bhA looting of hundreds of stores on both occasions i and the losses 
and daioages run into the millions of dollars. Including the loss of 
lives and personal injuries^ 

The both local newspapers namely the Amsterdam News and the 
Pittsburgh Courier have records pertaining to all the incidents and 
they spealc for themselves » 

And from my thirty five«years experience as a police officer 
in Black Harlett, it is my contention that if the power is not reverted 
back to the use of the Klght-stick which is the only language thctt 
eertain elements imderstand, (with no strings attached and abolish 
minority appeasement, this nation will fall into CHAOS. 

One of our greatest Presidents namely Theodore Roosevelt, 
his philosophy was ''Speak softly and carry a big stick*** And one of 
o\ir greatest Police Commissioners namely Brover Whelaut his philosophy 
was ''Tne law is at the end of the Night-stick'** 

So if you would be so kind to forgive me blowing my top 
as a result of -^he incidents mentioned above, I would greatly appreciate 
any literature relative to Mr« Kins if it Is available « 

I Wishing you the best of health and ^ood luck for many more 

years to come. 

^^^^pspectfull; 




HEfitlivio t; .:. .^SIHED 





Your letter, vlth enclosttres, was received on October 14tfa, 
and I want to thank you for jour very fovorable oommenta eoDcernliig my 
adminlstratlOD of this Bureau. L 

♦ 

Although I would like to l>e of assistance concerning your 
Inquiry, Informatloa contained in our files must be maintained as con- 
fidential in accordance with regulations (rf ttie Department of Justice. I 
regret I am unable to ftimlsh the data you are seeking. 



Since you may wish to keep your Father** letter and 

MAILED eaclodire, I am returning them to you. 



OCT 161968 

COMM-FSl 



-A 
t 



Sincerely yours, 
J. EdgRC Ob^ST 



Enclosures (2) 




NOTE: Buflles contain one reference to correspondent as the destination 
address of a Cuban coming to America In 1966. 
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October 9, 1966 

Mr, J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington^ D,C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

First, let me tell you of my personal admiration for you and 
the fine work you have done for many years. You have been 
••Mr* F.B.I." my entire lifel 

Enclosed please find a letter from my father, who has been a 
fearful man for many years, and >^o is certain that we are 
about to be taken over by the Communists. Also, please 
find a post card he sent m^^ecently, with the supposed 
evidence that Martin Luther^TCing was secretly working with 
and for Communists. 

I am simply interested in anything you would be able to tell tl 
me about this supposed school for the training of Communists I* 
in our country. I am not willing to believe hearsay, but 
only want the known facts, so that is why I am writing to 
you about this. 

Aware of the littleness of this, I hate to take your very 
valuable time, yet as a Minister I am continually beseiged 
by this kind of report, especially in the Texas Panhandle. 



Thank you for your many services, and for this one addi- 
tional service. 



Sincer 




Z OCT 18B68 < 





Arkansas City, Kansu 
^ S^na:>9r lOt 1968 





Bear ^^•^f/jjf 

When 70U wre hare I mentioned a post card that had a rather strange 
groap of individuals pictxtred tbereoo* I was able to fat <m tor yoar 
personal ecrutlror* Bare it Is. 

This picture was made Iqt a netrs photographer vfao vas sent to this 
school at >iQnteagle Tennessee to take a picture of this new and uniquia 
idea in teaching soraBthing «> the perxnit was issued and the nnd Of 
school vas not stated* Adult education vas about all that the application 
stated vas the purpose* The photogr^her and a news writer want to the 
place unannounced and had no idea of what they were to find. Catching the 
culprits xBiaware they Just posed as though everything was in order as it 
was supposed to be. The hope thej had was that the real leadarahip of tba 
school would not be recognised. 

This aU caxoe about through the office of the State Sqparlntendent of 



In the light of all that you ha^e known about the late leader of this 
philosophy^ pictured as 1 and this proof of his association with 
such as are pictured here, I an at a loss to see how you could hav-e any 
respect for the nan, to ssy nothing of ccihracing his nefarious program of 
wrecking our nation* HLs non«-vlolent way of doing was the amocth plan of 
an anarchist* 

Patriotic, Christian citizens of this republic of the U«S*A* should not 
be caught In this web of the planners for rer7olution and anarclQr which 
win result in a wrecking of all that has been good in this countzy axKi 
the erils will be iDultlplied for all* I hope that you en bring yourself 
to see that you have been duped and get right in your thinking and 
anraluation of things as they are* Kama and I pray for you wwy day that 70a 
will see the H ght^an d get to take your bearings and nake all changes that 
should be inade* this liberal philosopl^ Is wrong* It does not 

neasure im to the fifijbla gauge for right iiy ijw ^ Ton are w^^l •nonwh 





to thlhk^or yourself. SO n* 




Io?e, your father. 



/ 




( 

( 



E 



ij jim^jii jUjj 



I A Training S chool For Communists r ' 



1 




ALL INFORMATION CONTWNED 
HEREIN IS U?!?^' A^S rlED 



( 



0 



Identifications 

The pictun on the other »6t wu m*6t tt 
HishUfider Folk Scliool doring the Ubor D*j 
»«ck*cnd of Wr, Acuntivc popili ideniified 
by the nmnbert bit: 

1. Martin Lather Ktn|, Jr. The anociatton 
indicated here not vnvtual for Dr. Ring, «ho 
heloRgi to aerrral impoftant Commvaut front 
organizationt, anD who itgularly cmplori Of 
•ffiiiaits with knovn Cocnmuntiti. 

a. Ahiwr W, Eerry, ai the Ccntrtl Committee 
of the Communut Ptrty. 

I. Aubrey ViJli.ma. Pmidcnc of the Cominu- 
Bin front, the Sottthcrn Confcraice EducttionsI 
Fund. 

4. Mylei Horton» Dir«:tor of the HighlAnder 
Folk School (for Communist Tratning), Mont- 
eagle. Tennetiee. This ichool wai Jttcr dowd dovn 
by th« Stat( of Tenncaaee, but oo oflapriag it aow 
tbhTtng in KaoiTiJW. 

Thne pottctfdt (No. CR2) «re 
tvmUbU cf my Awutiemm Opmhn 
Uhrmry, «/ 20 cwrdi fpr |1.00; or 
Areciiy by mwU, pmUge pdd, ff9m 

American Opiniok 
Belmont, Massichusetu 02179 




POST CARD 



ALL INFORMATION CU({iHiMLi) 
HEREIN IS U " Vrif ' 



0^. 

* V . ... r' 



O 




70 



October It, 1968 



FraaUln, Wiiconsin 69132 



Deur 




a: L':iFO:^:^:ATr.:i CONTAINED 



Tour letter of Octrt>er 9th has been reeeWed. 

While I would like to be of assistuice to you, infor- 
mation concerning the alleged communist activitiea of Martin Lather 
King» whether tnbstantiated or not, cannot t>e released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential 
nature. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance, r . 



Sincerely yours. 



|MAIL£D2I, 

CCT 161968 

COMM-fBI 



Tol* 



7i 



Cotlohon . 



i Roien ^ 
. . SuJJivan 
• TgveJ _ 

TroMer ^ 



Tele. Room 
Hoimet , t: 
Gonrfv 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent* 
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Franmn, Wisconsin 53132 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D*C. 



Gentlen«n: 

7g2)investigation into the Conmmistic 
Actl-vitxes of Martin Luther-K_nE. 



^» 

If there is a fee, please let me know. 

Sincere: 




REC-33 , , -j>5 



10 OCT 161968 




-I 



REC-61 /^^- /C (r 0 7 G - I • 

ALUriFORf.WTIO.NCCriTAiriL 

^.'^r:ci'N IS UNcussiFiEo 




eld, Mtosaclmsfltta 01942 




Toor letter oC Oetfiier lllfa» vitti«ieioflttn» tee 



While I would like to be €< ••rfi^itMrf to yoa, tlie 
alleged c omm u n ia t activities and afH^gHnffff of Biartin Lather 
KUig, whether substantiated or not, eannot be released because 
oC a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a mwfl- 
dentlal nature. I regret I am unable to be of help In this inataiice. 

ttneerely joan^ 

Boom 



DeLoocii . 
Mohr 




NOTE: BufUes contain 00 record of correqpondenfc* 



WMG:pld <3) 



' Tevei ■ * / j 
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October 11, I968 



I 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 



M L illFORiMION CONTAINED 
V^\m IS UNCLASSIFIED 
^ ' Sri » *L BY S/>aftftuii- 

copy of a letter, without 



The enclosed photostat is _ ^_ , 

the letterhead and signature, of an alumnus of this school vho 
reacted very strongly against the action the student body took 
In estahlishij« a memorial scholarship fund in honor of 
Martin Duther^ng, Jr. 

In a previous letter to me this same gentleman 
claimed that the P-B.I^ had incontrovertible evidence that 
Nr. King vas not only a Communist, but a man dedicated to the 
violent overthrow of this country- 

I would very much appreciate it if your office could 
check out the veracity of the statements in this letter. The 
gentleman who wrote this letter feels very strongly and I 
respect his right to feel as he does. I am curious, before I 
present his views to students, however, to be sure of the 
accuracy of the statements he makes. 



I am sending him a copy of this letter. 




r%rr\ sincerely yours. 






Z OCT 18 1358 



::^ciJDsuuifl 





October 1, 1966 



Hy dear 




I oan not cove t 




6c I •rill Aftk you tc read tni« tc your stuciecte 



who wish to create ft "»eiiorial'' to Kartln Luther King. 

If you, your faculty , mnd (by eeepe^) your atudezits have becoae poeseaeed 
of the curious idea that Mart in Luther King believed in, or practiced a single 
one of the classic and noble traditions of this n.'ition, or eyeii lived by a single 
Cliristxan voral and ethical lav, then you are the cruel Tictin^s -j' a deliber&te 
delusion f ottered by the liberal prese, the liberal coffliBunlc«.tioii reJ.xa, and the 
liberals jM politics^ 

Martin Luther King was a tool of the CoMunists in this country! He inas 
trained by them in the rsTDlutionary tactics of Cumu ist Infiltration, street 
fighting, and the open use of TloleBeSi hatred and defiance of law, along with 
other CoHunists and other negroes selected for this task* He was schoolsd In the 
stU and subtle tactics of deceit, the bold use of the dynamic lie and ths constant 
saploynent of cold, bitter racial hatred* He was trained to use all these tools ^ 
under the jn*ise of "nou-rljlence" and of the Qharidi style of "pBS5.iw reni kc." 

These are facte, documented and aTallable in print and are publislie:) by the 
OoTemBent Printiiig Office in Washington as the evidence exposed and collated b> 
the InTestlgating comffittees of the Congress of the United Ststes, an elected ar.:. 
democratic representational body upon which our goTerament rests. They ar^j further 
revealed in the periodic reports of the TBI under J« £cpar Hoover who indicted >Jng 
as a liar and was never challen^d* They are, as well, set forth in the many books 
by reputable scholars and writers* J^^^Z/ /L^ 




\ 



Thft iAcafttroT»rtlkx« fact that all thmm data axiat 



ara appara&tly kapt 



fVoa your atudaata, who ara allowad^ la thalr aallow iaaoaaMa, to ijUialga iji aiXly 
aantlMntalioB and aleUy adoration of Martla Lathar ElMt ^ u Iodic tM&t aot 
jnat of you and yew fMulty but of aducatloa la (a&eral. Aad thla adoratloa (ata 
•ore nandlla a^rary day. It ia a ahaaa to laava thaaa yoaas aaa, antruatad to your 
care and paid for the aaaa by parenta, la thla ic&oraace and la this delusion. It 
ia locking not to taU then thm trath. baeaaaa. fed by the auahy pablra of sticky 
adoration of the wrong Goda, they will not be la ^ry good ahape to aaseas aoral 
and ethical Talnea when they get to college. And, the ability to aaseaa auch vBlueE 
maad to be the baaia of all edvcatlan« How can your atudenta know what auch Tcauee 

vhen they are allowed to reach for and •aaorialiae a deity who deatroyed all 
««oh Talaaa in hie own lifetiM# 

And^ beyond the paraonal ralationahip of ttaaaa yoang aen with aoclaty, there 
la a greater duty. It ia the duty of every oltinan who laherlted theae Ideala to 
work for the Ideala upon which thla nation waa fouadad^ and with all other loyal 
Aaerlcaaa to atrengthea ttila Bepablio la ita tlsa of trial. The unique wiadoa of 
the founding fathera in crtatlag a Conatltutlon that haa aurvlved aany trials in 
our history « raaultad la Cenntltutlonal goTomaent idiieh aaa beused on the workable 
and aanalble notion of defining and aeparatlag the relationshipa aaMkgst the citlMna. 
the atata, and the federal goTaraaent. She faellag that the fraedoaa now unique 
in the world, which thla aonatittttional govemaent created and idiich patriotic 
Aaericana have won, ia a feeling OTery good Aaerican ought to aupport. 

When aap arlae uhoae actions are ala^d to read aaunder thla great tradition 
and to .ahatter thla oonatitutlonal strength, then aach am are the eneaiea of our 

country. Such aen ahould be taksa firca aociaty and kept rres fta^bar deaollshiag 
that idiich the rest of as hare faagjht for aad atiU ehariah. Saoh a aan was Martin 
Lather King. Hiajtory, m we hope It aajr soaa be written by objective achclara* will 
repeal and docuaent sore and acre the diaastar ha let looaa upon thla nation. 

To aeaoriallM a aan like thla, la to aeaoriallte the eneaies of our freedoms, 
^ the traitors to our cause, and the defectors froa our Ideals and traditions. King 
Wfra all theea things and acre, and as such, he dtiould haye been dealt with as are 
other antl-Araerlcans who practice treachery and proaote anarchy. 

- Tour suggestion that, becaase King was "asMusinsted^, the student* a adoration 
and the tribute is Justifibd and is ozcusable. In the first >lace. King was killsd 
by an unknown hand, who nl^t, whan proved (which haa act yet happened) turn out to 



( Q 

b# a CowialAt the mame mm 0»w«ld. Turthr I would vara ycm that th» word '^asaaaiaa- 
tioa*' ia act uaad for thm wirder of rabbla*roaa#ra aad dMa^gaoa; It la 0&I7 anro* 
priatt for the mrdar of hmmdm of atata« Klaf waa aot tho haad of aaythiag axc*pt 
tho aa^ro raTolatloatf? Wat oa tlM tfaatmetlaa of oar atata. latardlaaa of yoar 
Wliafa» 70U ahould at laaat afdtaar to aoaaatlaa« 

fp aay that if oaa abjacta to Xiac^a aetioaa oaa advocataa hla mrdtr to 
rapeat tha coloaaal aoa^aaqultar of our tliHk* 

Ho oaa ooadoaaa aarder^ not avaa of Kiae* X aa» aa ara all loyal tearieaaa, 
agaiaat thia mrdar aad all surdam thm aaao tokaa I m (aa ahould 70V ha) 
afaiaat tha mrdara that Kiag^a ravolatioa l&aticatad| Jaat aa Z m agaiaat tha 
iaatructlott of lav aad ordar by tha aagro laattrraotioa Xad, laapirad and plaaaad 
by Ua<. 

It la yoiur daty aa an adtat aa wall mm tha haaduatar of a achool, to axplaln 
to your chargOB that thaae two thlaga mat be aeparatad. There la no relation 
(except one you chooae ta aafca} between the Injuatlce dona to King by hie atill 
aaknown aurderart and the ahookinat aational^ aenaeleaa lajaatlce done to the alUioaa 
of layal law^ldln^. paaoa-lOTlnc Aaerleana by Martin Luther King and hia foUowara* 

I aoadaaa both aa you ahould* 

Z aoadaaa Klac*« mriar but I alao condaaXlaf aa a traltar to hia aatlDa» a 
■aa who advocated daallac with our aaavy, tha nitiile^ aha ara Hn ft g t lnrr Tgiwda 
of Aaaricaaa la Viat Maa. I aeodan Kla^^aa the chief aovar, of a raTolutioa/a 
bloody daatmctiva aad aril raTOlutioa« agaiaat hla ova a^tioa aad of overt violence 
of lav aad order -aji a aattar of plaaaad policy. 

.1 condean Kartln ZiUther King who «aa reaponalble for the ailllona of dollara 
worth of property destroyed, burned and looted by aagroea^ and of llveo anuffed 
out by aoba fraaaled by the doctrlaaa ead idaaa that King kept apoutlag* 

If blind hatred, aa I know you llberala believe, waa the oawe of King's aurder 
(thia haa act been proved), then id&y coadona blind hatred aet up by King and looaaaad 
oa our people In the violence that haa been the aadenlahlf order of the day eiaca 
King atarted it. blind hatred begete acre hatred* All thia anda aa CoffiaiuniatB 
planned it to and, in utter anarchy* 

I ahould think tha irony of all thia vould appeal to you* Bov ironic can yau 
gat when the van who created aore trouble, conflict and civil war la thia net ion than 
any other- Indlrlduel ih our history, could be along with other Coamunist?, awarded 
tha fobel "i-eaae** (ri&e. 



Whilt It im iTMixi^ r> vitMM tlM «*atb of a Mtt fc^ )i# wiord idio has X±y%A 
by tht mord, tba raal iroqy la tha fact that Nartia tethar King, ragardlaaa 

of what ha aald ha vaa doing, did Ificita othara to violaaea* Aad^ ha did naa tha 
thraat of aora Tlolanca^ aa a aordid and flagrant M^if«><i ^g^n your rapraaanta** 
tiTaa and aina, in tha Coagraaa, to paaa aora ^ItU riots'* lava allagad to ba 
for tha baaaflt of tha aagroaa.^.vho ware laoting, bamlag Md killing ragardlaaa 
of tha fact that thaaa lana had ra^rad all lagal barriara to nagro adTaaoaaaatt 
Biatory will ravaal King and raoord hla for ahat ha Haa# If ha had baliasad la 
Boa^Tiolaaoa (aa ha aaid ha did) ha wald hava (aa ha aoald hava) atoppad tha wialaaea 
that alwaara raaultad f^ hla praaaaea* 

■ot oalj did King fall to fraaant a aiagla Incidant of aiolaaca or fr^ata* 
tion of law^ bat aaaa ahan ha plannad and kaav ahaad of tiaa whara vialanca would 

arapt, ha did not atop tha planning nor tha aabaaqaaat raaalta. Aa in tha caaa 

of tha Maaphia riota. King knav thay would happan and nawar liftad hia fingar ar 
hla aolea to atop than ar to warn tha aathorltiaa that thay would happan« Ha know 

ahaad of tiaa and halpad to plan tha inwaalon of Va«hlngton by tha black hoodlwa. 

gangatara and eriainaU aad tha blank anarchy that aaa Ita and prodact. 

ETary yaar daring Kin^a aeti?ltiaa^ criaa ia tha Dnitad Stataa incraaaad 

saterlally. Tha Bajority of crisa waa coHittad by aap^a and thla Ineludad 
aurdar, looting, b\u^( lary, afugging, rapa and araon in ahich fron fiTa to tan 
tiA#0 aore aegroaa coaaittad ancb ariaaa than wfaitaa* Alao, tha najority of il^ 
lagisata chlldran in thla ccuntry ara black and oaar vO^t of all paraona in tha 
urhaxx araaa on raliaf ^ wall unto tha aacoiyl ar third ganaration, ara black* Tha 
aillionB of dollare for aid to dapaadant childran ia largaly apant on black peopla« 
AU thia raaultad froa KingU '^aiidAtry'** And, thara ia no raoord that Hr. King 
waa aTor ordainad aa a Chriatian ainiatar* 

Thaae ara facta. 

Svan hla own raca eondaanad hla and hia inflaancal Oaorga Schulyar, tha aoat 
dlatingulahad nagro nawaaan and alnanlat (ia aa aditorlal aftar KiagU daath) aaid 
thathowavar tragic and nnfortunata King* a avrdar waa, **it waa largaly a aattar of 
hia own dolne«** 

Ha id^o livaa by tha avord will dia by tha award* 

Congraaaaan A. W« bataon, Invaatigating King* a actiona and incandiary talk, 
daclarad that King waa tha braina bahind tha rlota that raaultad in 1X8 das' tha 
in the year 19^7 • And, be said that King* a dangar lay ia tha fact that he. King, 
was elj 6nd cleVor aaongh to cottTinca aany good Aaarlcana that ha waa **harBlaaa and 
raapactabla*' whlla ha waa actually ^^aidiag and abattlag tha Ciwuiiiiit oonaplracy 
againat thla nation/* . 



AtUr M#tlag im MmahiMgUm with fth« tm of tte mMi *w^^timmt XmUmrm of blook 
•aarchy o&«i Tioloaeo (X rofor to Comleliaol and Bap Brow i*o sold they wou 1 kill 
oAd bun)«»#Kijic Mdo a atataaost wftflMgi ^ aook to aay to tlio aatlop In our 
oaapaigi that if yw don^t atralAtaa mp^ thao yoa^ro wrltiiig your own obituary *" 

Ihaaa Mra tha mmA tbraata of your hero Martin X4ithar Kiac* ^^^^ waa typical 
of tha blaekJiail ba a«ploya4 to aow Tonal politic iana into aubaiaaion. Xing waa 
ttot only aaaociatad with known aativiatic fn— niiiita (all trainod to daatroy our 
goTanMont), bat ha hirod aa aaeratarlaa two af tha worat orlMinala tha aagro raaa 
haa aTor producad: 1. Bayard Baatin, a oonTiotod aodoaiat and aazoal porrarti 
Z. Jack 0*Oall (aliaa laatar Pitta), idio waa axpoaad aa a Camniat by tha U. 6« 
Sonata, and who waa a Cowaniat orcaniaar in Maw Qrlaana* Whan tha heat on thaaa 
two Coammiata bacMa too hot, line rooortad to tho daoaitfnl atrntagon of *'firine** 
tha« aa hia aaoratariaa. Ha than fat than joba in anothar part of hia organiaation* 

la thia tha aalBt to bo adorod and hald iM high oataaa by nica aoiwal yonag 
Aaarioan boya In ydar aehoolf If yon aro foing to haw a mnrial to ling, Xat 
ouch a Morial tall tha tnth« 

Bat Klng^a work aa a illogal iaatigator of vlolonoo and tha ahattaring of law 

and ordar, waa not hia soat doatrootiTO oontribution to tha oiTil war in our laad« 
la waa tha author of tha naw •orality*»« which ia no aorality* Ha waa tha tnwntor 
af "flazibla «orala**««*tha cult and ^yatoa uhloh any paraon who does not Ilka 
tha Xawa can break than with iapuity® And, what ia woraa, tha philoao^ that 
any and all aaana, howoTor, falaa, howaTor lllagal^ bowoTor ianoral, are perfectly 
corrocti and good if tha and ia ooaooiwod, by tha paraon ooaaitting thaaa criaaa 
to ba gDodI Svil mmamm togat avil anda. King baliawd that good anda Juatify avil 
Maaa* Thia ia why our criaa rmto Baa riaan oat of all proportion during King*a 
MtiTitiaal 

Is thia he haa left hia black and awful aark upofi oar tiaaa. If you conaona 
a aenorial to uia, I think you ahould know tha facta atout King. Before you uae 
any aoney glTen you by parent a for the proper education of their aona, I think you 
ahould ask the parents if they ccndone auch a sMsorial^ But before you aak thas, 
I auf est you aend then a copy of thia letter and let then aee the other sxde, the 
real aide, the true aide, that haa been kept froa their aaiTe aona. 



If you don't tiMt do thio, Z viU U glad to mmd Jxwm oopleo. 
Thmn^ take a vote azid aoe %Khat the pareata a«y« 

Thla, I think ^ you are obligated to do. 

Toa have ao rlj^t to delude tKeae boya without their pareata consent • 

faithfully youra^ 



.A 



I J L.*.-^— ^^^^ October 16, 1968 





Wisconsia 531S2 




Dear 




Toar letter of October 0th has been received. 




While I woult^ like to be of asf Istance to you, Infor- 
mation concerning the alleged communist activities of Martin Lather 
King, whether substantiated or not» cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential 
nature. I regret I am unable to be of he^ in this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 
J« Edgar Hoover 
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Federal Bureau of irrestigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Gentlemen: 

I would like a report of your investigation into the Canmnmistic. 
Activities of Martin Luther King. 

Sincereljrj 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREH"! 13 UNCLASSIFIED 



Toar tetter of October Ttfa hae been received. 

While I w6uld like to be of assietance in cod- 
nectian with yoar inquiry, information concerning the alleged 
communist affiliationa of Ifortin Luther King, whettier sub- 
stantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department 
of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 
I regret I an unable to be of help in this Instance. 

Sincerely yours, 
it Edgar Hoovef 
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Atlanta Ga. 30315 
October 7, 1968 



J. £. Hoover 
of, F. B. I. 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am listing to a local radio station which is all 
talk and thi gentleman calls in and says thaJ^^^^^JteliiLLlllifil. 
n K ing was a communist I would like for you to tell me what you 
think, as I respect you very much from all your years in service 
for our country 

I will appreciate your answer. 



Sincerely, 



. \ 
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^"W^^ .... 

/> | 2> ; . ALL INFORMATION CGnTAINED 

'^As^^r^ iC^.c^, HEREIN IS UNCLASSIf lED 

1/ ^ DATE ajii ^ !^e'}QS4s^ 

j^u^^J III//. j^,rvv^i1 , ^ 
^^t.-iLi^ j:^m/' tXOo . . )yL,^t,/t^' 





Oetoter S, 1M8 



Andrews, Texas 






ftLLlNfORMATIONCONTWUtD 



I tasTS received your letter of September 28th. 
While I would eertaliJy like to be of aMlitiiiee to 70U, Infor- 

♦ 

matioa la oor files must be maintained as c<wfldential la 

accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. 

I am sorry I am unable to ftiraish the data you are seekiog. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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Andrew, Texas 
Sept. 28, 1968 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover: /\tL INFORMATlOIi Gon i AiNt. 

HEREIN IS UMCLASSIFIED 

Dear Sir: DATE * » l!?^* BYSPV^ 

Please send me information concerning the 
political background of the late Martin Luther*&g. 



Sincerely, 




Code 79714 
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October 1. 1968 
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8toiigbtoa».J^as8afil|tt8ett8 02072 






I received your letter, with enclosure, on Septem- 
ber 26th and want to thank jou lor your kind comments caneemlng 
my work with this Bureau. • 

While I would like to be of assistance to you, infor- 
maticQ about the alleged communist affiUatioQS of Martin Luther 
'L /Klng , whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because ~ 
of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of m con- 
fidential nature. I regret I am unable to be of assistance to yon 
In this instance. 

Sincerely yoars» 

J. Edgar Boove^ 



NOTE: Bufiles oootain no informatioD identifiable with correspoDdent. 
Her enclosure was a piece of notepaper bearing the statement *'Keep up 
the good work! All anti Communist are behind you. '* 
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Federal Bureau of InvestagHCHi 
Washington, D.C 



Stou^ton, Mass 



Dear Sirs 

I am very interested in the story of Martin Iiuther King, 
I have heard that many people think he was a commuist^ 

I was just woundering if there is any truth to this 
statement or is it just q^inion? 

So I figuarg if he was a Commuist the F. B. L would 
have someting on him, and wouldnH mind sending me a copy. 

Plus I want to congradulate you and your fellow 
workers on the good job you are doing, we need more men like 
you. And Tell J Edger Hoover I said Hello! 



Thank you 



/s/ 
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Mr. Tolsnn 

*5r. P- ?' *^ • •■ 
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Mr. C:.J:i.^^an 

Mr. <'--nvflJ 

F- 'ft 



; Mr. v. 

:.:r. t-:i'. van 

:!r. TjVvI 

"•'ll . 'l !■ '.t..T 

T ic. P."'f>m 

M.', , n -iiiv s ... 

Misf Gandy 
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